
Last Week at Zion Mennonite Church 
 

Worship attendance (with no visitors; & 26x2 Twitchers): c.83 
Offering: Deacons’ Fund $420.04 
 

 Mar. receipts-to-date for Local Fund ($11,132 needed) $2,125.50 
 

This Week at Zion Mennonite Church  
 

Adult SS classes meet, as they choose 9 A.M., etc., Mar. 21 
Children’s SS classes meet (via Zoom) 10:25 A.M., Mar. 21 
Outreach Board meets (via Zoom) 7 P.M., Mar. 21 
Education Board meets (via Zoom) 7 P.M., Mar. 22 
Wed. evening activities (please note ensemble switch) Mar. 24 
 Choir ensemble #2 practices @ Zion 6:00-6:30 P.M. 
 Chime ensemble #2 practices @ Zion 6:30-7:15 P.M. 
 Middle school youth group (various locales) 6:30 P.M. 
 Adult Bible study (via Zoom) (last for Spring) 7:30 P.M. 
 

 Next Sunday at Zion Mennonite Church 
Accompanist: Carol Klingenberg (Carol, prelude) Next Sun. 
Vocalist(s): Ensembles + Margaret Brewer Next Sun. 
Children’s Time: Annette Voth Next Sun. 
Offering: Mennonite Church USA Next Sun. 
 

Calendar of Upcoming Zion Events 
 

Special cong. mtg. re pastoral team recall app.11:45 A.M., Mar. 28 
Maundy Thursday service (in-person & Twitch) 7 P.M., Apr. 1 
Easter Sunday worship on the lawn 10:45 A.M., Apr. 4 
Deacons meet (via Zoom) 9 A.M., Apr. 12 
Governing Council meets (via Zoom) 7 P.M., Apr. 12 
Spiritual Life Board meets 7 P.M., May 24 
 

Pray This Week for… 
 

• Bethel College admissions staff, high school seniors and parents 
attending the annual Scholarship Day that gives the opportunity 
to audition for arts and academic scholarships.  

 

• pastors in WDC, and pray for God’s wisdom for them as they 
lead congregations in the face of many challenges. 

 

• SADRA Conflict Transformation, part of the Southern African 
Development and Reconstruction Agency (in partnership with 
Mennonite Mission Network), which trains high school peer 
mediators to build peace in their communities.  

Zion Mennonite Church 
P.O. Box 68, Elbing, KS 67041 (316) 799-2071 
zionelbing@gmail.com www.zionmenno.org 

 
 

 

March 21, 2021: The Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

(Worship is mainly virtual; open to limited in-person presence) 
Virtual Worship at 10:45 A.M. 

 
   

 

Gathering Song “For the beauty of the earth” VT #120 
Welcome, Introductions, Announcements Karen Andres 
Prelude  Lois Friesen 
 

Call to Worship  from Winter 2020 Leader 
 One: The days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a 

new covenant with Israel. I will be their God, and they will 
be my people. 

 

 Many: God, teach us wisdom in our secret hearts. Put a 
new and right spirit within us. Restore to us the joy of 
salvation, and sustain in us a willing spirit. 

 

 O: We trust you, God, to forgive our iniquities and remember 
our sin no more. 

 

 M: There is a time for everything, and sometimes, the hour 
is upon us. 

 

 O: Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries 
& tears, knowing that those who love their life will lose it. 

 

 M: “The hour has come. Unless a grain of wheat falls into 
the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain;  

  but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” 
 

 All: We call out to you, as you call us to deeper growth. 
 

Children’s Time  Ann Schowengerdt 
 

Song “You walk along our shoreline” SJ #99 
 

Scripture Reading selections from Romans 14 and 15 
Meditation “Welcomed, by God” Ray Reimer 



Response Song “Help us to help each other” VT #722 
 Ensemble #2 
 

Offering Western District Conference – Church Plant support 
 

Sharing 
 Family Videos 
 Celebrations and Concerns 
Prayer (beginning with confession) Karen Andres 
 One: Deep calls to deep.  
 

 Many: We call to you from the depths of our hearts. 
 

 O: We confess our resistance to being planted into your aching 
earth, into the way of your covenant. We confess our need 
for you to plant within us the joy of your salvation, a 
willing spirit. 

 (Silence. Or name forces that keep us from deep relationship.) 
 Deep calls to deep. You call to us from the depth of your love. 
 

 M: Calling us to deep growth. We come to you, God. 
 

Sending Song “Go now in peace, worship continues” VT #829 
Benediction 
   
 

Vocalist(s): Josh and Kristy Andres Accompanist: Josh Andres 
Pastor Ray Reimer (316-217-2012)  Assoc. Pastor Karen Andres (316-799-2857) 
 

(Our worship is livestreamed and recorded at <twitch.tv/zionmennonite>; 
recorded services are available for 2 wks. Permission to stream the music in this 
service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #737503-A. All rights reserved) 

   
 

Pastors Ray and Karen’s Schedules: One of them is at the 
church office several weekday mornings by about 9 A.M.—Ray on 
Mon. & Fri., Karen on Tue. & Thur.; calls (and occasional visits) 
some afternoons.  
 

Congregational Announcements 
 

The Facilities Committee is setting up this year’s schedule for 
mowing the church and parsonage lawns and the cemetery. If 
you were on last year’s schedule, we will assume you are willing 
to continue for this year unless we hear from you. Also, we would 
appreciate any more volunteers who would like to be added to the 
schedule. Please contact David Andres: (316) 799-2857. 
 

Wednesday evening adult Bible study focuses on Paul’s epistle 
to the Romans. Sermons through the winter / early spring will have 
similar focus, with sequential passages—so plan to participate in 
both for the full experience! Zoom mtg ID 845 1009 6000, 
passcode 726775, or:  
<https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84510096000?pwd=MFpzQ3BPSDBp
MFNqMnAzREhZRkJuZz09>. 
 

Mar. 28, app. 11:45 A.M.: A special congregational meeting has 
been called for this date/time. The main agenda will be the motion: 
“That Zion Mennonite Church recall the pastoral team of Ray 
Reimer (2/3 FTE) and Karen Andres (1/3 FTE) to an additional 
term of three years of service, beginning July 1, 2021.” 
Instructions regarding the meeting/voting (in person/virtual) are 
being circulated separately. 
 

Apr. 4, 10:45 A.M.: We anticipate joyous in-person worship on the 
lawn of the parsonage beginning with Easter Sunday, and 
continuing with that format into the summer. For now, the 
arrangements / safety protocols will be quite similar to last summer 
(however, in the case of inclement weather, we will distribute an 
announcement several hours ahead that worship that Sunday will 
be in the sanctuary and livestreamed; all outdoor services will be 
livestreamed as well). We are all looking forward to resuming 
corporate singing, but Spiritual Life Board advises we should 
follow guidelines to refrain from such (even outdoors) until  
vaccination rates are 80%; until then we will continue to have 
soloists/families/small ensembles lead our musical worship. And 
we will reassess regularly. 
 

The possibility of a Spring workday at church was discussed at 
the last Governing Council meeting; in view of various special 
projects which are underway that require significant volunteer time 
(screen and projector installation, cemetery fence completion, etc.), 
no date was scheduled. However, a list of various suggested chores 
(indoors and out) is posted on the bulletin board in the lobby—
items like repair of playground equipment, cutting back 
ornamental grasses and bushes, etc. Zion members and friends are 
encouraged to consider claiming one or two tasks as they have 
time, and then marking them off when completed. 



 

Apr. 1, 7 P.M.: A hybrid Maundy Thursday service is being 
planned; you may attend in-person in the sanctuary, or virtually. 
Communion will be celebrated (those joining virtually are 
encouraged to gather elements—juice and bread—ahead of time).  
 

Nurture / Faith Formation resources: 
 • Supplement to the Adult Bible Study for week: attached. 
 

Other Organizations 
 

Mar. 21, 7 P.M.: You’re invited to join a virtual event sponsored by 
WDC and the Beatrice Menn. churches, featuring Natalie Frisk 
(curriculum pastor at The Meeting House Ch. [Toronto, Canada]). 
On the date/time noted a live/interactive Zoom discussion with 
Natalie will address “Jesus Centered Parenting: Q & A”; other 
pre-recorded sessions include “Kids in the Kingdom”; “Anchors 
and Waves: Living the Life as a Disciple While Discipling Your 
Kid,” and “Journeying on Sacred Pathways: How is Your Kid 
Wired?” For info, e-mail <pastor@summitstreetchurch.com>. 
 

Mar. 25, 7 P.M.: Networking meeting hosted by WDC’s 
Immigration Task Force. Connect with other churches re their 
advocacy. Hear from MCC’s National Advocacy Director Tammy 
Alexander. What is your church doing or what do you hope to 
do? Contact <wdc@mennowdc.org> for the Zoom link. 
 

Mar. 25, 7 P.M.: The WDC Resource Library will host a Zoom 
discussion of Michele Hershberger’s book Why Did Jesus Die and 
What Difference Does it Make?  Contact <crlib@mennowdc.org> 
to borrow a copy of the book or to register for the discussion. 
 

Mar. 27, 9 A.M–3 P.M.: Christian Ladies Retreat at Federated 
Church (Whitewater); $30/person; registrations due Mar. 20. More 
info at <alago0615@gmail.com> or (316) 799-9131. 
 

Mar. 28, 3 P.M.: Bel Canto Singers Block Concert, in Hesston 
College’s Mullet Drive parking lot (301 S Main St, Hesston, KS). 
This is a community worship service with music of Lent, Holy 
Week and Easter. Join us in person or on the Fine Arts Livestream. 
 

Mar. 30, 7 P.M.: Dyck Arboretum’s Conservation Stewardship in 
the Flint Hills (online lecture); register at <dyckarboretum.org>. 

 

Bethel College’s annual Staley Lecture was virtual this year, as 
Dr. Wilma Ann Bailey (professor emerita at Central Theological 
Seminary) spoke on “Biblical Laments in the Age of COVID.” 
View it at <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uHVBcr4_djA>. 
 

Apr. 3, 9:30-10:30 A.M.: Bohne Berrogi Sales:  As with many 
things related to the Kansas Mennonite Relief Sale, the usual order 
of business will not be possible due to COVID-19.  To make sure 
that people have access to bohne berrogi, this ethnic delight will be 
sold at Moundridge High School by the dozen ($20/dozen); no 
sauce provided, and no advance orders will be taken. This will be 
the only opportunity to purchase bohne berrogi, unless some are 
not sold. Come support the MCC Relief Sale with your purchase. 
 

Apr. 8, 7 P.M.: Women and girls are invited to the WDC Women 
in Mission 2021 Spring Soiree.  In lieu of our annual Spring 
Supper, gather with us for a virtual night of worship, music and a 
reflection on “Faith in Turbulent Times” by special guest speaker 
and freelance minister, Georgia Metz, M. Div.  Music will be 
provided by Erin Regier Graber and Addie Regier Kauffman. E-
mail <WDWM2021SpringSoiree@gmail.com> to register by Apr. 
5. A zoom link will be sent to registrants prior to the event.  
 

Apr. 10, 9 A.M.–6 P.M.: Annual KMRS Plants and Thing Sale:  
Because of the move of the MCC Sale to July, we are selling 
plants, seedlings, flowers, vegetables and many more items at the 
MCC Building (and parking lot) in North Newton. Credit Cards 
will be accepted.   If you have donations of plants, please 
bring them to the MCC Building on Fri. afternoon (Apr. 9).  This 
will be a drive through with volunteers collecting your donations 
of tomato plants, cabbage sets, etc. Volunteers are needed on both 
Fri. and Sat.; sign-up at <www.kansas.mccsale.org>. 
 

The March edition of On the Level is now available from 
Mennonite Disaster Service at <https://conta.cc/3rYxwbR>. In the 
current issue: MDS needs volunteers to help with plumbing repairs 
in Texas, the Spirit of MDS Fund is offering another round of 
funding for congregations in Canada and the Summer Youth 
Program is accepting applications from youth volunteers. 
 


