Prairie View Lunch & Learn on Jan. 31 [note rescheduled date], 2017 from 12-1:15 p.m. Come learn about “Warning Signs of Post-Holiday Stress” and enjoy lunch (free will donations accepted). Hear about the chaplaincy ministry, other resources, take a tour of the campus.
The Bethel College Alumni Choir is looking for more singers interested in getting together for music, fun and fellowship. The next concert will be Sun., Feb. 5, 3 p.m. (you’ll be out in time for football!), with one rehearsal, Sat., Feb. 4, 10 a.m.–3 p.m. If you’d like to be involved, contact <votha@usd411.org>; see “Bethel College Alumni Choir” on Facebook for more info.
Yard signs with a neighborly welcome message written in Spanish, English and Arabic, are available (suggested donation $10) at Kansas Institute for Peace and Conflict Resolution (kipcor@bethelks.edu; 316-284-5217) in North Newton. This sign originated at Immanuel Menn. Ch., in Harrisonburg, VA.
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Pray This Week for…

• the congregations of Western District Conference as local communities of faith where God’s Word becomes flesh.
• Mennonite Church USA, which invites you in this season of Christmas to remember all those around the world working on behalf of the church for peace and justice to make the light and love of Jesus Christ real for all those seeking hope.
• Nazareth Village near where Jesus grew up 20 centuries ago. Mennonite Mission Network partners with Nazareth Village in peeling away the layers that distort Jesus’ message of peace in a world torn apart by conflict.

Zion Mennonite Church
P.O. Box 68, Elbing, KS 67041
(316) 799-2071

zionelbing@gmail.com
www.zionmenno.org


December 25, 2016: Christmas Day
Fellowship at 10:00 a.m.
Worship at 10:45 a.m.
Jesus is born.. Come, walk in the way of God’s heart.

Gathering Song
“Silent night, holy night”
HWB #193
Welcome, Introductions, Announcements

Prelude


Call to Worship



Leader: Rejoice in the Lord! The fullness of time has come.

People: As the earth brings forth its shoots,

L:
so God sent the Son, born into humanity,


P:
to show us God’s heart.

All: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Special Music
“It came upon a midnight clear”
Renee Reimer

Psalm Reading

Psalm 148
Lighting the Advent Candle
Michael and Lisa Scott family

Song
“Come, Light of the world”
SS #3, vss. 1-4
Children’s Time
Rosie Epp and Amelia Kouame

Hearing God’s Word
“What if?”
Rosie Epp

Adapted from a Christmas cantata by Ellen and Jean Halliday, 2014

Hymns
“Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming”
HWB #211

“Oh little town of Bethlehem”
HWB #191


“Angels we have heard on high”
HWB #197


“Away in a manger”
HWB #194
Offering
Mennonite Church USA
Offertory
Sharing Celebrations and Concerns
Ray Reimer


Prayer, ending with responsive confession:

Leader: Incarnate God,

People: we yearn to walk in your way but often choose our own path of turmoil and pain. Save us, Lord, from the pride and foolishness of choosing our own course, that we may humbly and confidently follow your lead.

Leader: (words of assurance)


All: Come, let us walk in the way of God’s heart! 
Sabbatical Release/Blessing

from Words for Worship 2 #301

Congregational leaders and Co-Pastors…


People: We commission you to accept this time as a gift of God for the renewal of your calling. We commit you and your family to God’s loving care while you are away. We commit ourselves to respect your separation from us. We commit ourselves to activate the spiritual gifts among us, thus making this a time of self-discovery and growth for us as well as for you.



We look forward to your renewed ministry among us in several months, and to the continued growth of this congregation’s ministry to each other and to the world. 


In the name of Christ, Amen.

Sending Song
“Oh, how joyfully”
HWB #209
Responsive Benediction

Leader: From where we are to where you need us,


People: Jesus, lead us on.


L:
From the security of what we know to the adventure of what you will reveal,


P:
Jesus, lead us on.


L:
To refashion the fabric of this world until it resembles the shape of your kingdom,


P:
Jesus, lead us on.


L:
Because good things have been prepared for those who love God,


All: Jesus, lead us!

Postlude

Doug and Margaret Brewer, Greeters
Carol Klingenberg, Piano/Organ
Ray Reimer and Rosie Epp, Co-Pastors and Worship Leaders
Last Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Worship attendance (including 1 visitor):
67
This Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Christmas Day: no SS–fellowship, coffee & rolls
10 a.m., Today

No Wednesday evening meal and activities
 p.m., Wed.

Greeters: Gary and Sharon Wedel
Next Sun.

Musicians: Carol / Carol / Carol
Next Sun.

Offering: Local Fund
Next Sun.
Calendar of Upcoming Zion Events

Pastors Ray & Rosie on sabbatical leave
Jan. 1–Mar. 31, 2017
Zion cong. mtg. for reports & projects
7:15 p.m., Jan. 4
Epiphany communion 
Jan. 8
Wheat State Vespers; Library class leads
4 p.m., Jan. 8
Regular mid-week programming resumes
p.m., Jan. 11

Food & Thought @ J&LFriesen
12:45 p.m., Jan. 15

Zion game night
5–7 p.m., Jan. 15

Zion serves at New Hope Shelter (days uncertain) 
Jan. 25-31

Hesston Bel Canto Singers @ Zion; potluck meal
Jan. 29

Other Events and Announcements

Pastors Ray and Rosie’s Schedules: One of them is at the church office most weekdays by about 9 a.m., Ray on Mon., Thur., & Fri., Rosie on Tue. & Wed. (she’s at IRC on Thur.’s). 
The Western District Conference Office and Conference Resource Library are closed beginning Dec. 23 through Jan. 2. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Centering Prayer will not meet Mon., Dec. 26, but resumes Jan. 2. Centering Prayer meets most Mondays from noon-1 p.m. in Agape Center in Richert House on the Bethel College campus.

Kara Klingenberg will be traveling for a week in Jan. to the Dominican Republic for a medical mission trip, joining a team of medical professionals who will treat patients and do surgeries, along with sharing the Gospel, through Medical Ministry International. Kara requests a variety of donations—clothing, personal care items, first aid and educational supplies); see bulletin board for details, or talk to Kara.

Zion’s congregational meeting for reports and projects has been called for Wed., Jan. 4 at 7:15 p.m. Agenda items are anticipated to include: reports, elections for open positions, initial discussion of use of parsonage once empty. Boards are invited to meet at 6:30 p.m. for reorganization (supper will be available to all interested). 

Bethel College offers many of its classes for community audit. You pay $50/credit hour (compared to the normal audit rate of $85/hour) OR, if you’re age 62 and older, a flat rate of $30. For more info, go to <www.bethelks.edu/audit>, where there are links for interterm 2017 course schedule (enrollment deadline Jan. 4) and spring 2017 course schedule (enrollment deadline Feb 13).
Friends of the MLA presentation on Tue., Jan. 10 at 7 p.m. at Kauffman Museum: Ben Goossen will speak on “Mennonites at War: Military Service, Ethnic Cleansing and Global Migrations During and After the First World War.”
The Intercollegiate Peace Fellowship Conference (bringing together Mennonite-related schools across the US and Canada to discuss, reflect, and work on issues of peace and justice) will be hosted by Bethel College students for the first time in 12 years this Feb., with the theme: “Uniting for Social Change: Intersections of Race, Environment, and LGBTQIA Identities.” As it is hosted so infrequently, no money has been budgeted for its support by the college. Zachary Preheim, Publicity/Marketing Chair for the ICPF Committee, requests that Zion members consider donating to help cover the costs of visiting speakers, food, etc. If you’re interested, checks can be sent to KIPCOR, 2525 College Ave., PO Box 276, North Newton KS 67117, with “ICPF” in the memo line. 
