MCC invites you on a Learning Tour to Haiti Oct. 31–Nov. 8. On this Soil to Table MCC Learning Tour, participants will meet Haitian farmers, marketers and cooks, and learn the importance of food in everyday life, from the soil up. Contact <annayoder@mcc.org> or (316) 283-2720 for more information.
School supplies are on sale: Pick up pencils, erasers, colored pencils, notebooks and flexible rulers for MCC school kits now. See display for exact number of items.
Contact Information Update

Pastor Rosie has a new cellphone, now with a local number: (316) 217-7338. But, alas… remember that cellphones essentially don’t work in Elbing, so continue to use the parsonage landline—(316) 799-1200 as her primary phone contact.
Pray This Week for…

• rejoicing that the macular degeneration in Elmo Murray’s eyes has stopped progressing.
• continued healing for those recovering from recent procedures and hospitalizations: Ruth Andres, Doug Brewer, Sharon Regier, Don Regier, Lester Wedel, Lois Friesen… and others.

• the Claytor family that recently moved to the area to begin working at Wheat State Manor as CNAs; the husband unexpectedly died July 9. A fundraiser is being planned in the near future.
• Western District Annual Assembly next weekend at Bethel College, and for all who travel from far and near to experience worship, fellowship, learning and discernment together.
• praise for the courage of the persecuted Christians in Sidi, Burkina Faso, who overcame violence with acts of love. Join Mennonite Mission Network in praying that the crops they planted this year will produce a plentiful harvest, even as their seeds of faith help grow the church.
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July 24, 2016

Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Worship at 10:45 a.m.
Gathering Song
“I heard the voice of Jesus say”
HWB #493
Welcome, Introductions, Announcements
Prelude

Abi Entz
Call to Worship

Leader: Risen Christ, you met Paul on his way to Damascus and Peter while he was fishing.

People: Meet us as we gather here, and be with us in our daily life…


L:
…that we may be transformed as they were, fulfilling our potential and discovering new possibilities in ministry and service.

All: Help us listen to you.
Children’s Time 

Hymn
“Listen, God is calling”
SJ #42
Scripture (Readers’ Theatre)
Acts 9:1-20
Sermon
“Can you hear me now?”
Ray Reimer
Response Hymn
“Will you come and follow me”
SS #39
Offering
Africa Inter-Mennonite Mission (switch from schedule)

Offertory

Makayla Klingenberg
Sharing Celebrations and Concerns: Prayer
Rosie Epp
Sending Song
“Just as I am, without one plea”
SJ #92
Benediction and Postlude
John and Reinhild Janzen, Greeters

The Preheims, Worship Leaders
Carol Klingenberg, Piano/Organ
Ray Reimer and Rosie Epp, Co-Pastors
(316) 799-1200
Last Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Worship attendance (including 4 visitors):
84
This Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Zion free swim @ Peabody pool; picnic following
5–6 p.m., Today
Western District Conference annual assembly @ BC
Sat.-Sun.

Mowing at Church: Daryl Regier
Before next Sun.
Mowing at Cemetery: John Janzen
Within next two weeks

Greeters: Joe and Lois Friesen
Next Sun.

Musicians: Carol Klingenberg
Next Sun.
Offering: Mennonite Church USA (switch from schedule)
Next Sun.
Calendar of Upcoming Zion Events

Terry Shue, Dir. of Leadership Development, Mennonite Church USA, preaches at Zion
10:45 a.m., July 31

Pastors on vacation
July 31 p.m.-Aug. 8

Wheat State Manor Vespers; Elevator class leads
4 p.m., July 31
Hymn Sing
10:45 a.m., Aug. 7

Zion retreat @ Camp Mennoscah
Aug. 13-14

Food & Thought @ D Regier/A Voth
12:30 p.m., Aug. 21
Zion serves at Harvey Co. Homeless Shelter
Aug. 26, 27, 29

Alex Awad preaches at Zion re Israel/Palestine issues
Sept. 4

Deacons meet
7 p.m., Sept. 6

WDC Women and Girls Retreat @ Camp Mennoscah
Sept. 9-11

Governing Council meets
7 p.m., Sept. 12

Spiritual Life Board meal / meeting
Noon, Sept. 25

Community hotdog roast & playground dedication
Sept. 28

Bethel College Fall Fest
Oct. 1, etc.

Fall Fun Night: hayrack ride, pumpkins, etc.
4 p.m., Oct. 16
Other Events and Announcements

Pastors Ray and Rosie’s Schedules: One of them is at the church office weekday mornings by about 9 a.m., Ray on Mon., Thur., & Fri., Rosie on Tue. & Wed. (she’s at IRC on Mon. & Thur.). They will be at a Pastor’s Afternoon Apart Fri., then WDC on Sat.
The last was such a success, we’ll do it again! Another free Zion swim party at the Peabody City Pool from 5-6 p.m. on Sun., July 24. This time we’ll plan to have a group picnic afterwards in the park; hotdogs and drinks will be provided, but bring a side dish, your table service, and a lawn chair (and friends, swimsuits, etc.).
In partnership with Crossroads Community Church in Winfield, KS, MCC is making peaches available to you again this summer! Peaches come in 20 lb. cases for $35 each, from Noland Orchards in Palisade, Colorado. Please place orders at <patsydirksen@mcc.org> or (316) 283-2720 by July 29. Pick-up date for peaches is Aug. 18 at MCC in North Newton.  
Grab your sleeping bags (and maybe your bug spray) and spread the word! Young adults age 18 and older are invited to retreat to the Young Adult Weekend at Camp Mennoscah on July 29-31. It’s a time for reconnecting with your camp “roots” or discovering what camp is about with fun and amazing folks. Planned events include burning marshmallows, singing off-key, worshiping with your whole heart, laughing about nothing, and gobs of stuff. Clayton Gladish will lead us in worship on Saturday. Register online at <www.campmennoscah.org>.

Please join us July 29-30 at Bethel College for the 2016 Western District Conference Annual Assembly, “Held Together in Mission.” Fri. worship (7 p.m.) and the Sat. evening music festival (7–9 p.m.) are free and open to the public.  For more info on Assembly events, go to: <http://mennowdc.org/annual-assembly/#2016annualAssembly>. Workshop topics and schedules, as well as music festival performers’ bios and schedules are now on the website! You can still register for Assembly events, but will need to make your own arrangements for meals.
Next Sun., July 31, Terry Shue (who is Director of Leadership Development for Mennonite Church USA) will join us, bringing the message during worship. He will meet with any interested during the Sunday School hour, offering an overview of MC USA, observations about challenges and trends within the denomination, and be available for any discussion/questions.
Grace Hill Menn. Ch. is taking a bus to the KC Royals game on Sat., Aug. 6. We’ll leave at 2 p.m. from the Grace Hill Ch. parking lot and return after the game. Cost for the bus and ticket is $90 per person. Please contact John Klaassen at (316) 772-0626 or <kjohnklaassen@gmail.com> if you are interested in joining us!  
Reminder: Let Lillian know your song choices for our upcoming Hymn Sing on Sun., Aug. 7!
Come to our annual Zion retreat at Camp Mennoscah on Aug. 13 and 14! We will be exploring some of the Moses stories. Camp opens at 2 p.m. on Sat., Aug. 13. We have access to the Cottonwood Building that has 7 rooms, the Sunflower Building that has 2 rooms with 14 beds each and 1 room with 6 beds, and the cabins. You are also welcome to bring a tent or camper and stay in that. We will have unlimited swimming. If it is very hot, we could swim more. What to bring?—sleeping bag, swim suit and towel, river play clothes and shoes, a snack to share for late night games and visiting, a dessert, a Bible, and an extra change of clothing. Tentative schedule: 

Saturday, Aug. 13:

2:00 p.m.
Arrive, find a cabin or room to stay in

2:30-4:30
Swim

5:00
Supper

6:00
Moses in the bullrushes, then river play & free time
9:00
Campfire

9:45
Popcorn

10:30-12:30  Swim


Sunday, Aug. 14:

6:30-7:30 a.m.
Swim

8:00
Breakfast

9:00?
Children’s activity; adults clean sleeping spaces

10:00
Worship

11:15
Lunch

12:00 p.m.
Camp cleanup; must complete before we swim
12:45ish to 1:45  Swim

2:00
Leave camp
We hope to see you there!
Camp Mennoscah’s annual Camp Sing is Sun., Aug. 7 at 6:30 p.m. at Grace Hill Menn. Ch. (rural Whitewater). We’ll sing camp songs and hymns and follow it up with popcorn and our “traditional” generic pop, celebrating an amazing summer of camps and wonderful groups!
Western District Women in Mission is offering 10 registration scholarships for MW USA’s PREP event in Colorado Aug. 12-13. To receive a WDWM scholarship or for carpooling info contact <WesternDistrictWomen@gmail.com> or (316) 708-0309.
Adult Sunday School elective during late Aug./Sept. (beginning Aug. 21, in the south basement classroom): The Holy Land, understanding the Israel/Palestine struggle from a Biblical perspective. What does it mean that God promised the land to Abraham and Sarah and their descendants? Worship themes will coordinate with these topics in September.

The Mental Health Spiritual Retreat at Camp Mennoscah is Sept. 4-5. All who are affected by mental illness, including family and friends, are invited to attend. The theme is “Courage in Community.” There will be time for getting to know new people and for spending time with long-time friends, as well as worship, swimming, and sessions on the theme. Register online at <www.campmennoscah.org> or call us at (620) 297-3290.   If you are unable to attend, see Ted & Company’s production of “Laughter is Sacred Space” at 7 p.m. on Sept. 4 at Buhler High School Auditorium. The production explores the paradoxes, joys, and struggles of mental illness and suicide.
Consider attending the 2016 Mennonite Economic Development Associates convention: Business as a Calling 2016: Women Changing the World! We hope you’ll join us in beautiful San Antonio, Texas, Oct. 27-30 (a week earlier than usual!) to celebrate the power of women to transform families, communities and economies. You’ll be intrigued by life-changing stories told by MEDA staff, women leaders and entrepreneurs and even a Nobel Peace Prize winner. Register online at <www.meda.org/convention-registration/full-time-registration>.

Facilities Update (July 24, 2016)

Various attendees noted two weeks ago that the air conditioner on the north side of the sanctuary wasn’t working; a service call concluded the coil had corroded to where the entire Freon load was lost, and the outside compressor was in just as poor shape (they’re usually replaced together). Furthermore, the associated furnace handling the air movement would require modification for a new plenum to hold a new coil, and is as old as the one we replaced on the south side last winter; we were encouraged to consider replacing it simultaneously, as further ductwork modification would again be needed if we waited to replace the furnace until it actually failed. Several bids were solicited. The Governing Council decided this last Monday to accept the low bid (from Denny’s) for both AC and furnace. This will cost just under $6,000. Installation presently is scheduled to begin this coming Thursday.

Furthermore, it appears that about 10 days ago the church building was either hit by lightning, or experienced some other significant electrical surge. As the days have gone by more and more damage has been discovered:

• two phones are being replaced (probably both donated).

• most of the thermostats reset to default settings; they have been reprogrammed. The HVAC techs will be asked to inspect the units when they are here to determine if there is further damage.

• 2 circuit boards in the photocopier were damaged; after 3 service trips it is again working. Konica Minolta is covering this under our lease.

• a circuit board in the main elevator control is damaged, and no longer kept in stock; thus, it must be made by special order at a cost of $3,000. There is no guarantee that is the only problem, but this board is needed before it can be determined if there are further problems. The circuit board should be available by the first week of August, at which time further testing can proceed.

• the mixer on our sound system is damaged; though there are temporary work-arounds, it needs to be replaced (cost: app. $1,000). We are still waiting for the sound technician to determine if there is further damage.

• the organ is significantly impaired, with 60-75% of the ranks either partially or completely inoperable; thus is it not cost-effective to do rank-by-rank repairs. The electrical “guts” can be replaced as a whole, either from the original manufacturer or at a somewhat lower cost from a secondary supplier. The organ technician has not yet supplied quotes, but guesstimated they would be between $6-10,000. The organ may be out of commission for 2 to 8 weeks, depending on who supplies the equipment.

The good news is that our insurance company (Goodville Mutual) has accepted that this loss is covered by our policy. We do have to pay the deductible ($1,000), and certain items (elevator, etc.) are only covered for actual cash value—e.g., they are depreciated… so we’ll have to contribute toward the replacement—while for other “personal property” items (such as the sound system and organ) we’ll receive full replacement cost. We don’t know yet what Zion will have to end up paying, but hope it will be only $1,500–2,000 (including deductible).
Nevertheless, between the AC/furnace and electrical repairs/ replacements, we’re facing $7,500–8,000 of expense we hadn’t expected. If current balances in the new equipment, parsonage improvements, and repair and maintenance line items are combined, we still have around $9,000 in our budget to devote toward these costs, and thus no congregational meeting has been called… but we will be left with virtually nothing for such needs for the remainder of the fiscal year. And although there was good response in recent weeks to Jeremy’s request to get the local fund back in balance, we unfortunately need to request further contributions… as some of these bills will be coming in shortly.
