The Western District Conference Spring Reference Council will occur on Sat., Apr. 23 from 9 a.m.–3 p.m. at First Menn. Ch. (Beatrice, NE), with the theme “Held Together in Mission: Being Church in the Rural Context.” WDC congregation members, pastors, and board/commission/committee members are all invited to come for worship, fellowship and learning together, as we nurture relationships through deeper understanding of our diverse church contexts. Sessions will include a panel discussion of WDC pastors working on a book-writing project on rural ministry, story-telling and table conversation about the unique experiences, gifts and challenges of being church in rural communities. Refreshments and lunch will be provided. If you plan to attend, please RSVP to WDC at (316) 283-6300 or wdc@mennowdc.org. If you have interest in carpooling, let us know and we’ll help to make those connections.

Opening: Mennonite Mission Network is accepting applications for the role of Global Ministries Senior Executive to provide leadership and oversight to that division, to participate in organizational leadership, and to work with the Executive Director in cultivating healthy relationships with international and local partners. The anticipated start date is Aug., 2016. To receive a position description or to send a letter of interest please e-mail <RachelS@MMNWorld.net> or <StanleyG@MMNWorld.net>.
Pray This Week for…

• Ruth Andres, now back at Kidron-Bethel in Health Care, but continuing to sort of medication issues. 
• God’s strength and peace for families, congregations, pastors and community leaders in the Hesston/Newton, KS area as they continue to respond to the recent shootings.
• Alisha and Josh Garber of Mennonite Mission Network, who teach and mentor students at LCC International University in Lithuania. Throughout the winter, Josh has battled bronchitis. Pray for renewed energy for Josh and for the health of Alisha and their first child expected in May.
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The Fourth Sunday of Lent: March 6, 2016
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Worship at 10:45 a.m.
Gathering Song
“Love divine, all loves excelling”
HWB #592
Welcome, Introductions, Announcements

Prelude


Call to Worship

Based on Psalm 32

Leader: Many are the torments of the wicked,

People: but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the Lord.

L:
Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, O righteous,

P:
and shout for joy, all you upright in heart.
Children’s Time

Deanna Entz
Hymn
“Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling”
HWB #491
Scripture Reading
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
Sermon
“Family feuds”
Ray Reimer
Response Hymn
“Ah, what shame I have to bear”
HWB #531
Mission Moment: The testimony of Siegfried Bartel

Offering
Local Fund



Offertory


Sharing Celebrations and Concerns

Prayer

Ray Reimer


Prayer of Confession and Reconciliation
Based on Psalm 32 

All: While we keep silent, our bodies waste away through our groaning all day long. Day and night your hand is heavy upon us and our strength dries up as in the heat of summer. Then, when we acknowledge our sin to you, and do not hide our iniquity, you forgive the guilt of our sin. Therefore, we offer our prayer and worship to you.

(Pause for silent confession)


Leader: In times of distress, the rush of mighty waters shall not reach us. God is a hiding place for us(preserving us from trouble and surrounding us with glad cries of deliverance.
Sending Song
“When love is found”
HWB #623
Benediction and Postlude

Lillian Wedel, Greeter
Karen Andres, Piano/Organ
Reynold and Deanna Entz, Worship Leaders
Ray Reimer and Rosie Epp, Co-Pastors
(316) 799-1200
Last Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Worship attendance (including 7 visitors):
95
Offering: Mennonite Mission Network
$…
This Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Fellowship Meals for KS Menn. Relief Sale
Today

Zion bowling @ Play-Mor Lanes (Newton)
4–6 p.m., Today

Women in Mission Comforter Blitz@Journey@Yoder
Mon.-Wed.

Mid-week programming
6–8 p.m., Wed.

Church work day @ Zion
9 a.m.-?, Sat.

Daylight Savings Time begins
Sat./next Sun.
Greeters: Grant and Allie Klingenberg family
Next Sun.

Musicians: The Nine / The Nine / Edna
Next Sun.
Offering: Deacons’ Fund
Next Sun.
Calendar of Upcoming Zion Events

Governing Council meets
7 p.m., Mar. 14

Last Wed. evening programming for spring
Mar. 16

Menn. Women Spring Supper @ Whitestone (Hesston)
Mar. 17

Food & Thought @ D Regier/A Voth’s
12:30 p.m., Mar. 20

Palm Sunday joint service w Grace Hill @ GHill
7 p.m., Mar. 20
Maundy Thur. joint service w Grace Hill @ Zion
7 p.m., Mar. 24
Education Board meets
10 a.m., Mar. 30

Deacons meet
7 p.m., Apr. 5

KS Mennonite Relief Sale @ Hutch fairgrounds
Apr. 8-9

Spiritual Life Board meal / meeting
Noon, Apr. 10

WDC Men and Boys Retreat @ Camp Mennoscah
Apr. 15-17

Kansas Mennonite Men’s Chorus @ Bethany, Lindsborg
Apr. 17

WDC Spring Reference Council@Beatrice
9 a.m.-3 p.m., Apr. 23

Other Events and Announcements

Pastors Ray and Rosie’s Schedules: One of them is at the church office weekday mornings by about 9 a.m., Ray on Mon., Thur., & Fri., Rosie on Tue. & Wed. (she’s at IRC on Mon. & Thur.). This week Rosie returns from Kansas City later today. Ray or Rosie may attend the Newton Ministerial Alliance Wed. noon.  Rosie will present at a workshop regarding refugees at Menn. Ch. of the Servant (Wichita) on Sat. morning.
Children’s Sunday School for the spring quarter (starting Sun., Mar. 6) will continue to use the Shine curriculum from Menno Media.  Class assignments:

Preschool/3-year-olds (meeting in the west end of Kid’s Club House [former youth room]): teacher–June Entz; students–Lauren Klingenberg, Renee Entz


Preschool/4-year-olds: teacher–Lillian Wedel; students–Audra Entz, Donovan Brewer


Kindergarten: teacher–Stephanie Entz; students–Drew Entz, Emma Entz, Alyssa Klingenberg, Anna Klingenberg, Joy Rutchman


2nd Grade: teacher–Ann Schowengerdt; students–Abi Entz, Makayla Klingenberg, Eva Rutchman

You are invited to join MC USA staff on Tue., Mar. 8 from 9:30–10:30 a.m. at 718 N Main St, Newton for coffee and to hear from Mennonite Mission Network worker Janet Stucky present about her 2 years of work in West Africa with community nutrition and relating to the Benin Bible Institute.
Jill Siebert’s senior voice recital will be on Sun., Mar. 6 at 4 p.m. in the Administration Building chapel at Bethel College.

The Outreach Board is hosting a church bowling outing on Sun., Mar. 6 from 4–6 p.m., at Play-Mor Lanes (1105 Washington Rd., Newton). Cost is $7 or $8 per person for 2 hours of unlimited bowling.

The Harvey Co. Homeless Shelter will offer another volunteer training opportunity on Tue., Mar. 8 at 6:30 p.m. in Bldg #7, 900 W Broadway, Newton.
Friends of MLA: Rachel Waltner Goossen presents “Mennonite Women Challenge John Howard Yoder’s Sexual Abuse” on Tue., Mar. 8 at 7 p.m., in the Kauffman Museum auditorium.
The Bethel College spring opera, scheduled for Fri., Mar. 11 at 7:30 p.m., and Sun., Mar. 13 at 3 p.m. (not the times noted on printed calendars), will be Iphigenia in Tauris by Christoph Gluck (not Bizet’s Carmen as originally planned). Tickets on sale at Thresher Shop in Schultz Student Center.
All are invited to help at a spring work day sprucing up Zion’s property on Sat., Mar. 12, from 9 a.m–?  Anticipated projects include: deep cleaning the church interior; placing an edging border around our playground area and filling same (rakes and shovels will be needed). Note: Does anyone have railroad ties in good condition that they would donate to the church for such a playground border? If so, please contact Kathy or Randy Preheim to let us know how many you could donate.
Mika Patron’s senior piano and organ recital will be on Sat., Mar. 12 at 3 p.m. in the Ad. Building chapel at Bethel College.
Bethel College Jazz Ensemble II and Jazz Combos I and II perform on Mon., Mar. 14  at 7 p.m. in Mojo’s Coffee Shop.
Tee shirt design contest: Pull together your best design for a Camp Mennoscah tee shirt and send it to us by Mar. 15. Contact us at <olivia.bartel@campmennoscah.org> or (620) 297-3290.

Emmaus Church invites all to a concert of the Moody Symphonic Band, on Tue., Mar. 15, at 7 p.m. The repertoire includes band and orchestral concert music as well as hymn and gospel song arrangements of both traditional and contemporary styles.
WDC/SCC Women’s Spring Supper will be at Whitestone Menn. Ch. (Hesston) on Thur., Mar. 17, at 6 p.m. Reservation with name(s) need to be made by Mar. 10 to (620) 327-8201 or <ksmennonitewomen@gmail.com>.

A benefit dinner to support scholarships for Iglesia Menonita Casa Betania members participating in IBA (Instituto Biblico Anabautista) classes will take place on Sat., Mar. 19, 5:30 p.m. at Bethel College Menn. Ch. (N. Newton). The meal is by donation, sponsored by the BCMC Witness Commission as part of a WDC “Loaves and Fishes” grant. If you plan to attend, please RSVP by Mar. 14 to <mrgoering@outlook.com> or (316) 283-5034.
Zion attendees are invited to a joint Palm Sunday evening service at Grace Hill Menn. Ch. at 7 p.m. on Sun., Mar. 20.
All are invited to a joint Maundy Thursday worship service of the Zion and Grace Hill congregations meeting at Zion in Elbing on Thur., Mar. 24 at 7 p.m., including celebration of the Lord’s supper. We’re planning a traditional Tenebrae service of scripture readings, music and prayer, and anticipate departing in silence and darkness (thus, no fellowship after the gathering on this occasion).
The Newton Ministerial Alliance is sponsoring a Community Good Friday Service on Fri., Mar. 25 at 7 p.m. at First Un. Methodist Ch. (801 N Main, Newton), focusing on the death of our Lord Jesus. We will also celebrate Communion together and receive an offering for the Community Assistance Fund.
Come to the Mennonite Healthcare Fellowship (MHF) 2016 Annual Gathering on the weekend of June 17-19 at the YMCA of the Rockies, Estes Park, Colorado. The featured speaker is Abraham Nussbaum, speaking on “The Renewal of Medicine and Christian Spirituality.” Registration deadline is Apr. 15; details at 1 (888) 406-3643 or <www.mennohealth.org/gathering>.
