Zion’s congregational meeting for reports and projects has been called for Wed., Jan. 6 at 7:15 p.m. Agenda items are anticipated to include: reports, planning of HVAC replacements, the possibility of a reserve fund, and an update on facilities considerations. Boards are invited to meet at 6:30 p.m. for reorganization (board members will be offered supper). 

Training for new volunteers is being offered at the Harvey Co. Homeless Shelter (900 W Broadway, Bldg #7, Newton) on Tue. Jan. 12 at 6:30 p.m.; no RSVP necessary. Come to meet the volunteer coordinator, gain knowledge of volunteer opportunities and in general learn about the Shelter and the residents it serves.

Anyone interested in joining the membership of Zion Menn. Ch. is encouraged to contact Pastor Ray. 

A small number of 2016 Master Calendars of Upcoming Zion (and related) Events are available on under the mailboxes.
Pray This Week for…

• thanksgiving to God for new birth, and that all are healthy:


• Winston Matthew Epp, born Sun., Dec. 27 to Matthew and Danae Epp; Vigil and Nadine Epp are the grandparents.


•
Ethan Longenecker Schmidt, born Tue., Dec. 29, to Jason Schmidt and Carol Longenecker; Ralph and Jeanne are the grandparents.

• Edna Andres, grieving the death of her great-granddaughter, Nickolette Montgomery on Dec. 30, from complications of hydrocephalus.

• God’s vision and guidance for all Western District Conference congregations in their ministry and witness in a new year.
• the Toba/Qom radio station that was inaugurated last month in the Argentine Chaco. Pray that the Christian programming will touch many lives through this ministry that is facilitated by Alfonsina and José Oyanguren, serving with Mennonite Mission Network.

Zion Mennonite Church
P.O. Box 68, Elbing, KS 67041
(316) 799-2071

zionelbing@gmail.com
www.zionmenno.org


January 3, 2015: Epiphany Sunday
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Worship at 10:45 a.m.
Gathering Song
“What Child is this”
HWB #215
Welcome, Introductions, Announcements

Prelude


Call to Worship

Leader: Arise, shine; your light has come.

People: God’s glory has risen upon us.

L:
Even if darkness should cover the earth,


Deep darkness cover the peoples,

P:
Nations shall come to your light,


Kings to the brightness of your dawn.

L:
Nothing can hide God’s glorious light.

All: Let us look to God and be radiant.


Let us reflect the brightness of this dawning.

Opening Prayer
Special Music
“We three kings”
Men’s Ensemble

Children’s Time
John Janzen
Candle Lighting

1:
Together, we light the Epiphany candle. This light is not just for us. The mystery of God is revealed for all people.

2:
We celebrate with this candle the way God’s light revealed in Jesus bursts the boundaries, 



overcomes barriers, and is released into the world.

1:
On this Sunday, we celebrate that justice is stronger than wrong, that God will tumble all dividing walls, and bring great things from small beginnings.

2:
Even as the church celebrates its vocation as the bearer of this message, we humbly accept that the scope and reach of God’s love knows no bounds. 



We confess that like others before us in the church we have tried to narrowly define the limits of God’s gracious love.

1:
By lighting this candle, we ask God to enlighten our minds and hearts and cast away the shadows of exclusion and discrimination.

2:
As we light this final candle of the Advent and Christmas season, we celebrate the many ways that God’s light is embodied in the church and in the world in its rich variety.

All: Liberating God, set us free. As we walk this road of freedom, give us more love, more hope, more peace, and more joy.
Hymn
“As with gladness men of old”
HWB #218
Scripture Readings

Isaiah 60.1-6; Matthew 2:1-12

Offering
Local Fund



Offertory
“How brightly beams the morning”
HWB #222
Sermon
“Journeying in search of our lives”
Ray Reimer

Time of Quiet

Response Hymn
“Oh, beautiful star of Bethlehem”
SS #32
Sharing Celebrations and Concerns: Prayer
Rosie Epp
Benedictory Hymn
“Arise, your light is come!”
SS #30
Postlude

Kyle and Liz Rutschman family, Greeters

Reinhild and John Janzen, Worship Leaders
Karen Andres, Piano/Organ

Ray Reimer and Rosie Epp, Co-Pastors
(316) 799-1200
Last Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Worship attendance (including many visitors) (Dec. 24):
116

(including 12 visitors) (Dec. 27):
95
Offerings: MCC refugee work (Dec. 24):
$1,704

Mennonite Church USA (Dec. 27):
$719
This Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Boards meet (as called) for reorganization
6:30 p.m., Wed.
Cong. meeting for reports & projects
7:15 p.m., Wed.

Governing Council meets (as needed)
? p.m., Wed.

Greeters: Virgil and Nadine Epp
Next Sun.

Musicians: Annette / Annette / Edna
Next Sun.
Offering: Wheat State Manor
Next Sun.
Calendar of Upcoming Zion Events

Epiphany communion (w “field trip” in p.m.)
Jan. 10

Spiritual Life Board meal / meeting
Noon, Jan. 10

Deacons meet
7 p.m., Jan. 12

Regular mid-week programming resumes
6–8 p.m., Jan. 13

Pastors on vacation
Jan. 18-24

Wheat State Manor Vespers; […] class leads
5 p.m., Jan. 27

WDC/WiM Sister Care seminar @ BCMC
Jan. 29-30

Governing Council meets
7 p.m., Feb. 8

Ash Wednesday worship service @ Zion
7 p.m., Feb. 10

Zion serves at Harvey Co. Homeless Shelter
Feb. 26, 27, 29
Report from Wes and Deb Bergen on MMN term
Feb. 28

Other Events and Announcements

Pastors Ray and Rosie’s Schedules: One of them is at the church office weekday mornings by about 9 a.m., Ray on Mon., Thur., & Fri., Rosie on Tue. & Wed. (she’s at IRC on Mon. & Thur.). This week they will attend an Epiphany dinner of the Newton Ministerial Alliance on Tue. evening.
Those who have been using Dillon’s Community Rewards Program to support Offender / Victim Ministries need to visit <https://www.dillons.com/communityrewards> to re-enroll and designate the organization they wish to support.
