Renewal of Call of Zion Co-Pastors

Zion members and friends–

The recommendation to renew the call of Pastors Ray and Rosie for a five year term starting March 1, 2016 was approved by far more than the required two-thirds majority. Please continue to keep Ray and Rosie in your prayers as they provide leadership to Zion.
–Lisa Scott, Governing Council Chairperson
Pastoral Response

We accept your call to continue serving as your co-pastors, and are humbled by and thankful for the strong affirmation it represents. For those less certain we are the ones to continue to lead you, we pledge to listen better, love more fully, and apologize for hurts we may have caused. May our faith walk be deepened as we journey together into the future God envisions for us.

–Ray Reimer and Rosie Epp, Co-Pastors

Thank You…

…for the prayers, cards, and food; it was much appreciated. My thanks also to Ray, who stopped in on the day of my spinal microdiskectomy.

–Edna Andres

Pray This Week for…

• Elda Hiebert, unable to worship with us regularly.
• Alden Entz, now recovering at home after a replacement surgery on his second knee this last Tue.

• the Western District Conference Ministerial Leadership Commission as they offer support and accountability for pastors within WDC.
• thanksgiving to God for the safety of five Mennonite Mission Network international workers based in Paris, France, during the Nov. bombings. Pray for wisdom as French Mennonites and others discern how to respond to these tragedies and to the violence that seemingly occur on a near-daily basis.
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December 6, 2015: The Second Sunday of Advent
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Worship at 10:45 a.m.
Gathering Song
“Jesus Christ is waiting”
SJ #30

Welcome, Introductions, Announcements… Prelude

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer


Leader: We live in troubled times, 




waiting for God’s burst of light in our dark world.


People: Lift up your eyes! God’s justice is on the way.


L: Liberating God, sustain us and help us to walk in your ways.


P: Free us from the chains of prejudice and the shackles of sin.

L: This is the moment to wake from sleep. 




Be ready; Jesus is coming to set us free.


All: Let us worship God, whose mercy promises us new life through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Hymn
“O come, O come, Immanuel”
HWB #172

Children’s Time
Michael Scott

Lighting Advent Candle


1:
Together, we light these first two candles of Advent in anticipation of God’s justice breaking into our world.

2: In the midst of our realities and the realities of the world,



God longs to free us from all that holds us captive to fear, confusion, even despair.


1:
We light these candles as a reminder to take heart.



God is coming to make things right.


2:
The path God reveals is freedom. Freedom from fear.


All: Freedom from sin. Freedom from injustice.


Removing of Chain, and Prayer of Liberation

Offering
Local Fund



Offertory
Scripture Readings

Lillian Wedel

Jeremiah 33:14-16 and Luke 21:25-36

Sermon
“The freedom of my chains”
Ray Reimer


Time of Quiet

Response Hymn
“Come, thou long-expected Jesus”
HWB #178

Sharing Celebrations and Concerns

Prayer

Rosie Epp

Benedictory Hymn
“It came upon a midnight clear”
HWB #195
Postlude

Ted and Sharon Regier, Greeters
Margaret Brewer, Song Leader
Lois Friesen, Worship Leader
Carol Klingenberg, Piano/Organ

Ray Reimer and Rosie Epp, Co-Pastors
(316) 799-1200
Last Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Worship attendance (cancellation due to ice storm):
–
Offering: Nov. 29: Mennonite Central Committee
$–

Nov. 25: Harvest of Love (Thanksgiving eve service)
$980.00


Nov. 22: Mennonite Mission Network
$779.01

[Our offering last Sunday (Nov. 29) was intended for Mennonite Central Committee (MCC). If you would like to still contribute toward that agency, please indicate the desired division of your contribution on the memo line of your check this week. In addition, we will again focus on MCC for our Christmas Eve offering, supporting their work with refugees].

This Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Congregational meeting for budget & elections
11:45 a.m., Today

Deacons meet
7 p.m., Tue.

Mid-week programming
6–8 p.m., Wed.

Deacons/Pastors sponsor faspa at Kidron-Bethel
3 p.m., Sat.

Greeters: Alden and Laura Entz
Next Sun.

Musicians: Kristyn / Kristyn / Edna (or Karen) / Adult Choir
Next Sun.
Offering: Zion Scholarship Fund
Next Sun.
Calendar of Upcoming Zion Events

Christmas open house @ parsonage
4–6 p.m., Dec. 13

Material for 2015 Zion Annual Report due to Allie K.
Dec. 20
Wheat State Manor Christmas Party
7 p.m., Dec. 21

No regular mid-week programming, but…
 p.m., Dec. 23

Rehearsal for Christmas Eve program
6:20 p.m., Dec. 23

Christmas Eve program at Zion
7 p.m., Dec. 24

No regular mid-week programming
 p.m., Dec. 30

Cong. meeting for reports & projects
7:15 p.m., Jan. 6, 2016

Spiritual Life Board meal / meeting
Noon, Jan. 10

Regular mid-week programming resumes
p.m., Jan. 13

Report from Wes and Deb Bergen on MMN term
Feb. 28

Other Events and Announcements

Pastors Ray and Rosie’s Schedules: One of them is at the church office weekday mornings by about 9 a.m., Ray on Mon., Thur., & Fri., Rosie on Tue. & Wed. (she’s at IRC on Mon. & Thur.). This week they’ll help host a faspa Sat. afternoon for our memberss in care facilities and a couple of our advanced Sunday School classes; they’ll also be preparing for the parsonage open house next Sun.
Mennonite Church Canada’s Elsie Rempel writes an At-Home Family Devotional that accompanies the worship themes in the Leader magazine we’re following during Advent. You can download the devotional at: <http://tiny.cc/adventathome>.
All are invited to the Newton Treble Clef Annual Vespers at 3 p.m. on Sun., Dec. 6, at First Presbyterian Ch. (900 N Columbus Ave., Newton). Newton High School Jazz Ensemble will perform for the prelude. Other performers include The Treble Clef Chorus; Trio (Bethany Schrag, vocalist; Vada Snider, flute; Karen Loucks, piano); Joan Wulf and Gaylord Sanneman, piano-organ duet; and the Hearts 4 Him Men’s Ensemble. A freewill offering will be taken for the Treble Clef Scholarship Fund.
Matt Wedel visits Sunday School classes on Sun., Dec. 6, for contributions for the treats at Zion’s Christmas Eve program. 

Donna Hetrick recital, “Organ Music for Advent and Christmas,” on Sun., Dec. 6 at 3 p.m., at Ad Building chapel at Bethel College.

30th annual Lighting of the Green at Bethel College on Sun., Dec. 6 at 8 p.m.; refreshments to follow in the cafeteria.

The “Retiring soon?” seminar will be repeated on Mon., Dec. 7 at the Everence office (371 N. Old Highway 81, Hesston). Contact (620) 327-4043, (877) 467-7294 or <tanya.burns@everence.com>.
Join together to Commemorate Human Rights on Thur., Dec. 10, 5:30 p.m. at the Douglas Ave. bridge in Wichita (by Drury Hotel).  Sponsored by People of Faith for Peace–Wichita. This will not be a protest but a statement of our support for the human rights of all beings. We will have a banner and several other signs, displaying our support of the UN’s recognition of “Human Rights Day.” Consider bringing your own banner or sign; suggested slogans are: UN Human Rights Day; #RefugeesWelcome; #OpenToSyria; #WelcomeWorld; #RefugeeCrisis; Home is a Human Right.

A Branson Christmas production by the Wissman Family (<wissmannfamily.com/>) will be offered in Memorial Hall (Bethel College, Newton) at 7 p.m. on Fri., Dec. 11. The faith-based show features music from different genres, instruments and voices, blended by a 11-member family. Free admission; an offering will be taken supporting Dan Shire Ministries work with widows and orphans in India.
Parents Night Out hosted by Hoffnungsau Menn. Ch. (rural Inman) on Sat., Dec. 12 from 5:00–9:30 p.m. Let us babysit while you have a date night, outing with friends or just relax at home! Games, activities, pizza (at 5:30) and more will be provided for your children. Call/text/email Barb at (620) 543-6863 or <bj.reeves@live.com> by Dec 5 to register. 
Pastors Ray and Rosie invite you to enjoy some goodies and warm fellowship at a Christmas Open House at the parsonage on Sun., Dec. 13; drop by anytime between 4–6 p.m.!
The 14-piece McPherson Community Brass Choir under the direction of Jerry Toews will give a concert of All Christmas Music at Alexanderwohl Menn. Ch. on Sun., Dec. 13 at 7 p.m. Come celebrate the season with an evening of exciting music.
All are invited to the Mennonite Central Committee Christmas Open House at the North Newton office on Tue., Dec. 15 from 4–6 p.m. The come-and-go event will feature live music, lots of delicious Christmas goodies and snacks and—at 5 p.m.—hear MCC alumni reflect on Christmas traditions in Bosnia Herze-govina, Bolivia and Cambodia. Questions? Call (3160 283-2720.
Gifts for a Refugee Family: Zion members have the opportunity to purchase Christmas gifts for a refugee family from Congo, con-sisting of a 31-year-old mother and her six children who arrived in Wichita earlier this year (this will be their first Christmas in the U.S.). Consider selecting a tag from the small Christmas tree, buying a gift for the person listed, and bringing it to church no later than Wed, Dec. 16. Questions? Contact Pastor Rosie.
If you’ve ever been a summer staffer at Camp Mennoscah during the past 67 years, you’re invited to a near-Christmas gathering on Sat., Dec. 19 at 2:30 p.m. Meet in the camp dining hall to hang out, chat, play games, and tell stories with staffers across the years. We’ll provide hot drinks and some cookies; bring snacks to share. Spouses, significant others, and kids are also invited. Call (620) 297-3290 with questions.
The Tabor Menn. Youth Fellowship will share their annual living nativity, Night in the Barn, on Dec. 19 and 20 from 6–8 p.m. The critters will assemble for a come-and-go event featuring a program in the barn, Christmas carols around a bonfire, hot drinks and snacks. Admission is free; donations to the youth group will be accepted.  Directions: From Goessel: 3 miles N on Hwy 15, 4 miles E on 150th, ¾ N on Falcon (follow these directions and not GPS). For more information, call (620) 386-0709.
Please submit any reports for the church’s annual report by Sun., Dec. 20 to <alliemawhiney@hotmail.com>. Please remember that the 2015 church year is from Dec. 2014–Nov. 2015.  Thank you!
Join Shalom Menn. Ch. in recognizing the role of pain, grief and darkness in the Christian faith journey at a Longest Night Service of remembrance on Mon., Dec. 21 at 7 p.m. All are welcome.
Registration slips for the 2016 season of the Kansas Mennonite Men’s Chorus are available on the poster on the bulletin board. There’s no deadline, but participants are encouraged to register before Dec. 24 so music can be ordered; rehearsals begin Feb. 22.
Harvey Co. Homeless Shelter is inviting all to “Deck the Halls”—a fundraising “non-event” between Oct. 16 and Dec. 31—a fun way to contribute to the ministry of the Shelter and ensure balanced books this year. In addition, they solicit pledges for support during 2016. Information is posted on the bulletin board. In addition, the Shelter is looking volunteers willing to purchase Christmas presents for residents. For more info, contact (316) 283-7711 or <james@hchs-ks.com>.
Congratulations to the WDC End Death Penalty Task Force, which was honored as the KS Coalition Against the Death Penalty (KCADP) Champion Group of the Year, for keeping this issue before our congregations and our legislative leaders, advocating for greater justice and more effective responses to crime and violence in our society. Peter Goerzen accepted the award on behalf of the Task Force at the KCADP Abolition Conference and Champions for Change Dinner in Topeka, KS on Nov. 7.
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