CHURCH LIBRARY NOTES

Did you know? — The El Dorado Public Library brings a selection of books to our church library every couple months. Check the second and third shelves in the northwest rack. 


Did you know? — There are resource materials and books relating to the conference resolutions on the east display shelf. 


Did you know? — The newest books to our library are also located on the display shelf.
Harvey Co. Homeless Shelter is searching for people willing to plan events, meals, and other aspects of the “New Hope Festival” on Sept. 26; call (316) 283-7711 if interested. 

Help People in Nepal: Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) is requesting donations for its response to the earthquake that shook Nepal Apr. 25. Focusing its initial emergency response on hard-hit rural communities, MCC is providing food, tarps, blankets and cooking pots and utensils. A longer-term response will be determined as MCC and its partners assess the situation. Please pray for the people of Nepal and the work of MCC. Donations can be made at mcc.org/nepal-earthquake or by calling (888) 563-4676. Checks may be sent to MCC U.S., PO Box 500, Akron, PA, 17501.
Anabaptist Faith Formation Launch on June 12-13 at Bethel College. Practical, meaningful ways for congregations to form faith! More info and register at: <http://mennowdc.org/anabaptist-faith-formation-launch/>.
Pray This Week for…

• Allie Klingenberg, mourning the death on Apr. 22 of her grandfather, Don Tannahill, in Overland Park. A memorial service will be held later in May.
• retiring Western District Conference Minister Clarence Rempel who is meeting with racial/ethnic pastors and churches in Texas this weekend.
• those considering applying for Mennonite Mission Network’s Mennonite Voluntary Service program (the deadline of which is May 31). Pray that those whom God is calling to live out their faith will respond affirmatively.

Zion Mennonite Church
P.O. Box 68, Elbing, KS  67041
(316) 799-2071

zionelbing@gmail.com
www.zionmenno.org


May 3, 2015
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Worship at 10:45 a.m.
Gathering Hymn
“Sing praise to God who reigns”
HWB #59
Welcome, Introductions, Announcements
Prelude
“Love lifted me”
arr. Mary McDonald
Call to Worship
Adapted from Duck and Tirabassi, Touch Holiness, 89

Leader: Planted in love by God and nourished by the life-giving vine that is Christ,


People: We worship the Lord who invites us to live fruitful lives in this world.


L:
Fruitfulness is a sign that we are fed by Christ; 



the vine will bear for its planter. 


P:
But will our branch be pruned or burned?


All: We offer ourselves as the fruit of God’s bounty for all people!

Children’s Time

Ray Reimer

Hymn
“Thou true vine, that heals”
HWB #373
Scripture Reading
John 15:1-8
Sermon
“Hacking at vines and gathering fruit”
Ray Reimer
Response Hymn
“O blessed spring”
SS #100
Offering
Local Fund
Offertory
Sharing Celebrations and Concerns: Prayer
Rosie Epp
Sending Hymn
“He came down”
SJ #31
Benediction and Prelude

Randy and Kathy Preheim, Greeters
Steph Entz, Worship Leader
Karen Andres and Marcene Entz, Piano/Organ
Margaret Brewer, Songleader
Ray Reimer and Rosie Epp, Co-Pastors
(316) 799-1200
Last Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Worship attendance (including 4 visitors):
90
Offerings: Mennonite Central Committee
$1,017
This Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Mission & Leadership Review questionnaires due back
Today

Spiritual Life Board meal / meeting
Noon, Today

Kansas Mennonite Men’s Chorus @ Lindsborg
7 p.m., Today

Education Board meets
7 p.m., Wed.

Constitution Review Committee meets
7 p.m., Wed.

Zion work night @ Et Cetera Shop
5–8 p.m., Thur.

Mowing at Church: Virgil Epp
Before next Sun.
Greeters: Jim and Becky Nickel
Next Sun.
Musicians: Lindsay / Youth / Lindsay
Next Sun.
Offering: Camp Mennoscah
Next Sun.
Calendar of Upcoming Zion Events

Parent/Child Dedication (Josh, Kristy and Cohen Andres)
May 10

Governing Council meets
7 p.m., May 11

WDC consultant meets with M&L Review Group
7 p.m., May 12

Various Graduations in the region
May 16-17

Deacons meet (rescheduled)
7 p.m., May 20

Pentecost Sunday; communion
10:45 a.m., May 24

Congregational potluck fellowship meal
Noon, May 24

Congregational gathering; WDC consultant reports summary 

    of Mission & Leadership Review
1 p.m., May 24
Outreach Board meets
7 p.m., May 27
Zion SS Picnic @ King Park in Hesston
May 31

Community VBS @ Remington MS in Whitewater
June 1-5

Zion serves at Harvey Co. Homeless Shelter
June 4, 6, 8

Governing Council meets
7 p.m., June 8

Service Day planning group meets @ Zion
7 p.m., June 8

Anabaptist Faith Formation Launch @ BC
June 12-13

Other Events and Announcements

Pastors Ray and Rosie’s Schedules: One of them is at the church office most weekday mornings by about 9 a.m., Ray on Mon., Thur., and Fri., Rosie on Tue. and Wed. (she’s at IRC on Mon. and Thur.). This week Ray’s pastor cluster meets Thur. morning.
Members and attendees of Zion who are high school age and older are invited to complete a questionnaire concerning Pastor Ray and Rosie’s ministries. Questionnaires were distributed two weeks ago and need to be returned no later than today to a designated box below the mailboxes.
–Mission and Leadership Review Group
Annual Masterworks Concert with Bethel College choirs, Oratorio Chorus and Philharmonia Orchestra, performing Brahms’ German Requiem on Sun., May 3 at 3 p.m. (note change in time from publicity), Memorial Hall (tickets available at the door).

A Prayer Retreat will be held at the Dyck Arboretum of the Plains (177 W Hickory St, Hesston) on Sun., May 3 beginning at 4:30 p.m., concluding with a potluck faspa at 6 p.m. This retreat prior to the Mennonite Church USA Convention in Kansas City is intended for all MCUSA pastors, delegates, and others, inviting us to listen to God’s leading. For more info, see <https://www.ambs.edu/news-events/Prayer-Gathering.cfm>.

John and Reinhild Janzen will present on their role as “Citizen Diplomats in the Democratic Republic of Congo” at the Historical Society on Mon., May 4, 7:30 p.m. at Remington High School.

Senior Piano Recital for Julie Wedel Martens on Tue., May 5 at 7 p.m. in the Chapel of the Bethel College Administrative Building, with a reception to follow in “The Meeting Place” (in the basement of the Administration Building). 

Graduates! Parents and Grandparents! We try to recognize those commencing from school programs each season. Please inform Pastor Ray via note or e-mail by May 7 of any such transitions, noting name of student, school, degree, program/major, commencement ceremony date, date/time/place of reception (if open to all in the congregation), and future plans if they are known.

Bethel College jazz ensembles present Jazz on the Green on Wed., May 6 at 8 p.m. (or, in Krehbiel Auditorium if rain).

Chaplain John Schnelle at Wheat State Manor invites all to a come-and-go 5-station Prayer Walk anytime between 9 a.m and 5 p.m. on Thur., May 7—the National Day of Prayer—with prayer guides provided. Then enjoy some punch, visit with some residents!
A Concert of Prayer in conjunction with the National Day of Prayer at 7 p.m. on Thur., May 7 at Newton Christian Ch. (210 Southport Dr., Newton). See bulletin board for details. 

Hesston College will host a Lecture and Reception with John E. Sharp for his new book, My Calling to Fulfill: The Orie O. Miller Story, on Fri., May 8 at 3 p.m. in Room 125 of the Friesen Center.
Concert by “Woven,” Bethel College a cappella women’s ensemble, on Fri., May 8 at 7 p.m., in Memorial Hall.

Volunteers are requested to assist International Rescue Committee staff with a group naturalization workshop on Sat., May 9 from 9:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. at 1530 S. Oliver, Suite 270, Wichita, KS. The group processing will offer assistance to screen and complete the application for naturalization. Training will be provided prior to the event. Contact IRC at (316) 351-5495 or <Rosieepp@gmail.com>.
Concert by “Open Road,” Bethel College a cappella men’s ensemble, on Sun., May 10 at 7 p.m. in Memorial Hall.
Spend an evening with Glen E. Miller, MD, author of Living Thoughtfully, Dying Well, on Thur., May 14, 7 p.m. at Hesston Menn. Ch., or Tue., May 19, 7:30 p.m. at Bethel College Menn. Ch.  Offerings will be taken at each gathering. Copies of book are $13, available at Kidron Bethel Welcome Center, Schowalter Villa’s Villa Life Center front desk, and Hesston Wellness Center.
Heartland Pregnancy Care Center (1027 Washington Rd, Ste D, Newton) will host an Open House so that all may meet the new co-directors, Jennifer Barrett and Cherri Engel, on Fri., May 15 from 6–8 p.m. Also, tour the updated office and mentor rooms. 
If you would like to be on the planning committee for the Zion retreat at Camp Mennoscah this Aug., contact Kathy Preheim at (620) 386-0778 by May 17. We will begin planning soon after that.
Mennonite Central Committee annually invites its supporters to participate in days of prayer and action for Colombia, this year on May 17-18. Visit <washingtonmemo.org/dopa-2015> for a variety of resources, or inspect the flyer on the bulletin board.
Everence is offering “Current Strategies for College Savings,” a webinar scheduled for noon to 12:30 p.m. (CDT) on Tue., May 19. Join us as we talk about the value of a college education and how having a plan can help you save for college in spite of competing priorities. Register by visiting <everence.com/kansas>.
All are invited to the annual meeting of the Kansas Mennonite Relief Sale on Thur., May 21, 6:30 p.m. at Buhler Menn. Ch. (220 W Ave B, Buhler). The meal is $12 a plate; pay at the door. Please RSVP to Stan and Karen Saner (Zion’s KMRS church liaisons) by May 7. Or, contact (620) 543-6863 or <bj.reeves@live.com>.
Community VBS is June 1-5 at Remington Middle School in Whitewater for (rising into) kindergarten to sixth grade students. A new seventh and eighth grade session featuring service projects will be held at Center Point Church in Whitewater.
Camp Mennoscah is still looking for a variety of support positions for its summer camps: Camp nurse, for June 14-18; Kitchen helpers for June 7-13, July 19-25, and July 26-31; Head cooks (or co-head cooks), for June 29-July 2 (rental group), July 5-9, and July 25-26. Contact us at <olivia.bartel@campmennoscah.org> or (620) 297-3290.

The Harvey Co. Homeless Shelter is in the midst of a two-week-long flash fundraising campaign, attempting to raise $4,000 to fund a weekend day staffing position to provide accountability and stability to the program and lives of the residents. Donations may be sent to HCHS directly (900 W Broadway, Bldg 7, Newton, KS 67114), marked "weekend staffing."
Hesston College Theatre will host a summer theatre camp June 1–6 for middle school students ages 11 to 13. The workshops will give participants opportunities to work in every aspect of staging a performance. Registration is $40, with financial assistance available upon request. Register online at <hesston.edu/ theatrecamp> by May 11, or contact (620) 327-8142 or laurak@hesston.edu.
Any adult looking for an opportunity for spiritual growth, renewed discipleship, and a chance to dive deeper into the Bible is invited to participate in an Adult Bible School on the “Sermon on the Mount,” taught by Jerry Truex, meeting June 1, 8, 15, and 22 from 7:00–9:30 p.m. at the Hesston Menn. Ch. The cost per person is $50. Please plan to register by May 11. For more info, please contact <kccoordinator@ambs.edu>.

Anabaptist Faith Formation Launch on June 12-13 at Bethel College. Practical, meaningful ways for congregations to form faith! More info and register at: <http://mennowdc.org/anabaptist-faith-formation-launch/>.

A come and go farewell for Clarence Rempel, retiring Western District Conference Minister, will be held on June 28 from 2:30–5:00 p.m. at the WDC Office in North Newton, KS.
We are in need of more volunteers from Zion when we serve at the Harvey Co. Homeless Shelter. To encourage participation, folks may either sign-up for a split shift from 5:30 p.m. to  app. 9 p.m. or an overnight from app. 9 p.m. to 7 a.m., or for a full shift from 5:30 p.m. to 7 a.m. Training dates are May 12 and 28 starting at 6:30 p.m. at the Shelter (if those dates don’t work a special time can be set up).  Please contact June Entz if you have any interest.
