The Western District Reference Council will meet on Sat., Apr. 11 from 9 a.m.–2 p.m. at Hope Menn. Ch. (868 N. Maize Rd., Wichita). This gathering will share the latest developments from Mennonite Church USA and continue our ongoing discernment of Rainbow Menn. Ch.’s resolution that will be before the Western District delegate assembly in Oct.  Open to participants of WDC congregations, in addition to WDC commissions, committees and pastors. Those who will be serving as delegates to either the MCUSA Convention in July or the WDC Assembly in Oct. are especially encouraged to attend. Register online by Apr. 3 at: <http://mennowdc.org/annual-assembly/> or call (316) 283-6300.

Thank You…

…so much for your cards, thoughts and prayers. We especially liked the goodie bag with all the fun (and healthy) things to eat. Oh—and the balloons—we love balloons! We are so blessed to have each of you as part of our lives. Thanks again. Love,

–Doug and Margaret Brewer
…to the people of Zion for visits, cards, cookies, prayers and just simply showing your concern for me as I have been struggling with pain. And please keep praying, as I continue to deal with shingles’ pain.
–Reynold Entz

… for the cards and concerns of condolences on the death of my brother, Bob Weaver. You are dear friends. 
–Lois Friesen
…for the prayers that went up and the blessings that came down for Stan Graber. They located the infection, and the healing was very welcome. Stan came home on Thursday.
–Silas and Edna Stucky
Pray This Week for…

• fruitful new outreach for our sister Western District Conference congregation, Hanston (KS) Menn. Ch. and their new pastor, Eugene Thieszen, who is being installed today.
• praise for the language-learning progress that Mennonite Mission Network’s “Radical Journey” team in Southeast Asia has made. Pray that they will use their increased fluency to share God’s love in words as well as deeds.
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March 15, 2015: The Fourth Sunday of Lent
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Worship at 10:45 a.m.
During the season of Lent, you are invited to enter the sanctuary

in silence, and pray or otherwise prepare yourself in quiet

until we begin our time of worship together.
Focus statement:
Life is hard, and we’re sure we’re in it alone. 
Yet in our supposed abandonment, God not only hears our distress, but responds to it. How can we recognize God’s presence in the shadows and see the life that is there?

First Look
Gathering Song
“To God be the glory”
HWB #102
Welcome, Introductions, Announcements
Prelude



Scripture Reading
John 3:14-21
Call to Authenticity

Leader: Where are you, Lord? We feel abandoned.


You don’t seem to be listening to our cries for help.


People: When life is hard, we want you to make it better.

L:
Like the people of Israel, 



we’re tired of our burdens, our distress, and our difficulty.

P:
Do something, and quickly!    [Silence…]

L:
Shine your light on us.

P:
Help us trust that you are present, even in hardship.
Children’s Time

Rosie Epp
Hymn
“For God so loved us”
HWB #167


Upside Down and Inside Out

Sermon
“Bumping into ourselves in the dark”
Ray Reimer
Response Hymn
“We walk by faith”
HWB #570


Second Look

Reader’s Theater
Michael and Lisa Scott, Mark Unruh, Steph Entz
Offering
Western District Conference

Offertory

Annette Voth
Sharing Celebrations and Concerns

Prayer

Rosie Epp
Call to Commitment

Leader: God turns things upside down and inside out


by being present whether we know it or not.

People: God, we will walk in your light 



whether we see it or not.
Sending Song
“Longing for light”
SJ #54
Benediction
Postlude

Nick Preheim and Andrew Wedel, Greeters
Lisa Scott, Worship Leader
Allie Klingenberg, Song Leader
Lindsay Lightner, Piano/Organ
Ray Reimer and Rosie Epp, Co-Pastors
(316) 799-1200
Last Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Worship attendance (including no visitors):
87
Offering: Deacons’ Fund
$1,041
This Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Women in Mission meets
1-4 p.m., Mon.

Wed. evening programming
6-9 p.m., Wed.

Mission and Leadership Review Group meets
7 p.m., Wed.
Full Choir practices; also women’s ensemble
8 p.m., Wed.
WDC-BB: Hoffnungsau v.Zion/Grace Hill(B)@MemHall
6 p.m., Thur.
WDC-BB: Eden v.Grace Hill/Zion(A)@Thresher gym
7 p.m., Thur.

WDC-BB: Alexanderw. v.Grace Hill/Zion(A)@Thresher gym
7 p.m., Fri.

WDC-BB: Tabor v.Zion/Grace Hill(B)@MemHall
7 p.m., Fri.
WDC-BB: BCMC v.Zion/Grace Hill(B)@MemHall
8 p.m., Fri.

WDC-BB: Journey/SHutchv.G.Hill/Zion(A)@Thresher gym
8:30 a.m., Sat.

WDC-BB: B division playoffs@Thresher gym
8:30–10:30 a.m., Sat.
WDC-BB: Whitestone v.Grace Hill/Zion(A)@Thresher
10:30 a.m., Sat.

Meal / dessert preparation: Becky / Becky
This Wed.

Greeters: John and Reinhild Janzen
Next Sun.
Musicians: Karen / Karen / Karen / Women’s Ensemble
Next Sun.
Offering: Mennonite Church USA
Next Sun.
Calendar of Upcoming Zion Events

Food & Thought, hosted by J&R Janzen
12:30 p.m., Mar. 22

Mennonite Women Spring Supper @ Hesston MC
6 p.m., Mar. 26

Zion work day, cleaning church & grounds
9 a.m., Mar. 28

Palm Sunday service w Grace Hill @ Zion; faspa
4 p.m., Mar. 29

Maundy Thur. service w Grace Hill @ Grace Hill; communion
Apr. 2

Easter breakfast and celebration
Apr. 5

Deacons meet
7 p.m., Apr. 7

WDC Men and Boys Retreat @ Camp Mennoscah
Apr. 10-12

WDC Reference Council @ Hope Menn. Ch. (Wichita)
Apr. 11

BC Concert Choir sings @ Zion; fellowship meal
Apr. 12

Governing Council meets
7 p.m., Apr. 13

Education Board meets
7 p.m., Apr. 15

Kansas Mennonite Relief Sale @ Hutch fairgrounds
Apr. 17-18

Other Events and Announcements

Pastors Ray and Rosie’s Schedules: One of them is at the church office most weekday mornings by about 9 a.m., Ray on Mon., Thur., and Fri., Rosie on Tue. and Wed. (she’s at IRC on Mon. and Thur.). This week Ray will meet with the Remington Area Ministerial Alliance Thur. noon.  Rosie will attend Mennonite Central Comm.-US board meetings in Akron, PA from Thur.-Sun.
Through the season of Lent pre-service music will encourage reflection and silence (please talk to Pastor Ray if you’d like to offer “live” pre-service music sometime).
On Sun., Mar. 22, at 4 p.m. Bethel College Menn. Ch. will host organist Shirley Sprunger King for “Looking Toward Easter,” a program of Lenten and Easter music for the organ. A freewill offering will be received for BCMC’s Living Stones Organ Renovation Fund, with a reception following. Members of the community are invited! 
Mennonite Women’s annual Spring Supper will be Thur., Mar. 26, at 6 p.m. at Hesston Menn. Ch.  Carolene Jackson will speak, with music by the McKinney Sisters from Moundridge; an offering for Mennonite Women USA will be received. Please sign up on the bulletin board by Mar. 16; contact Nadine Epp with questions.

Ervin Stutzman, Executive Director of Mennonite Church USA, invites Western District Conference delegates to Kansas City 2015 to a meeting at First Menn. Ch. (Newton) on Mar. 27 at 7 p.m. to share the vision for the future of Mennonite Church USA, distribute assembly agenda and explain how the online delegate survey helped shape it, provide handouts, and engage in a time of feedback and questions. Interested members who are not delegates, but would appreciate a first-hand briefing, are welcome as well.
Hesston College Theatre will present three showings of the musical “Little Women” at Hesston Menn. Ch. The show will be at 7 p.m., Mar. 27–28, and 3 p.m., Mar. 29. Tickets are $15 for adults and seniors and $8 for students and can be purchased online at <books.hesston.edu> or by calling (620) 327-8105.
The Harvey Co. Homeless Shelter (900 W Broadway, Bldg #7, Newton) is having a carnival from 5-8 p.m. on Sat., Mar. 28 to celebrate their 10th anniversary. Come enjoy food, games, prizes, bounce houses, tour the new shelter building, and more! Besides the food, there’ll be a gift basket silent auction, with 100% of the proceeds benefitting HCHS. (If you can volunteer to run games, sell food, monitor the bounce houses, etc., check with June Miller).
All are invited to a special Palm Sunday worship service at Zion Menn. Ch. in Elbing (joined by Grace Hill Menn. Ch.) on Sun., Mar. 29 at 4 p.m., as Karen Andres and Marcene Entz offer some dramatic interpretations of Passion Week. A light faspa will follow.

At the end of its Spring Tour through the southern Plains, Bethel College’s Concert Choir will present a Home Concert on Sun., Mar. 29 at 7 p.m. in Memorial Hall.

Service doesn’t have to wait! Join Youth Venture this summer to serve and learn with Mennonite youth from Lithuania, Ecuador, Japan, and France. Apply by Apr. 1 for international locations. Ages 16-22 can apply at <MennoniteMission.net/Serve>.

Shawn Persing, Director of Financial Planning at Everence, will present “Map Out your Financial Future” on Tue., Apr. 7, from 7–8:30 p.m. at Faith Menn. Ch. (Newton), noting how financial planning can help you achieve your goals, and discussing how integrating your faith with your financial decisions can help you change your world. Join us for a dessert buffet and Everence prizes! Child care available. For more info or to RSVP (by Mar. 31), contact <darlene.buller@everence.com> or (877) 467-7294.

The Newton Et Cetera Shop invites applications by local nonprofits for the 2015 Local Giving Fund grants by Apr. 10. Grants up to $5,000 will be distributed in May. See <newtonetceterashop.com> for information. Applicants must hold legal nonprofit status and serve one of the following local communities: Newton, Hesston, Goessel, Moundridge, Whitewater, Elbing, Halstead, Walton.
Join in the fun and help those in need: be a part of the Kansas Mennonite Relief Sale Run for Relief scheduled 8 a.m. on Sat., Apr. 18—a 5K walk, jog, run for all ages and abilities. Please return your entry form (several are under the mailboxes) by Mar. 31 with your entry fee or “Go the extra mile” by inviting others to sponsor your run to raise even more for those in need. For more info contact aeteeter@cox.net or (620) 327-4434 for more details. See also “service opportunities” posted on overflow room board.
Remington area VBS isn’t just around the corner, but it’ll be here soon! Please start saving the following items for crafts: neckties, glass jars (or plastic), paper towel or toilet paper towel rolls, clothes pins, old T-shirts (any size), colorful textured yarns, old CDs, little shells and plastic jewels. Place under white table in foyer and Carol will pick them up.
Dam Going In: With balmy weather predicted for this weekend, we’ll start putting the Camp Mennoscah dam in at approx. 2 p.m. on Sun., Mar. 15. Those wishing to help should wear/bring river clothes. Spectators are welcome to wear formal, evening attire (or whatever you choose). Questions can be directed to office@campmennoscah.org or (620) 297-3290.
Joint junior recital, Liz Schrag, bassoon, and Braden Unruh, trumpet, today, Sun., Mar. 15, at 4 p.m., Administration Building chapel at Bethel College.

Women in Mission will meet Mon., Mar. 16, from 1-4 p.m.  We will be working on quilts. Offering, MCC-seeds; Devotions, Sharon; Refreshments, Thelma and Nadine.

Artist reception for “Made in Ceramica,” by the Clay Cartel, Thur., Mar. 19 from 6-8 p.m., Regier Gallery in Bethel College’s Fine Arts Center. The display is in the gallery through Mar. 20.

Rev. James Atwood will speak on “America's Fascination with Violence” on Thur., Mar. 19 at 7 p.m. in Krehbiel Auditorium at Bethel College, sponsored by the Kansas Institute for Peace and Conflict Resolution (KIPCOR). Atwood is a retired Presbyterian pastor, a gun owner, deer hunter and NRA member who became involved in gun violence prevention after a member of his congregation was shot and killed by a robber with a “Saturday night special.” He received the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship National Committee’s 2014 Peaceseeker Award.

Hesston College’s Spring Concert on Thur., Mar. 19 at 7 p.m. at Hesston Menn. Ch., will feature the Chamber Orchestra, Chorale, and Bel Canto Singers. Free admission; refreshments follow.

Dr. Beverly Rogers speaks at Kauffman Museum on Sun., Mar. 22 at 3 p.m., as the second program connected to the special exhibit “Sorting Out Race.” Rogers is dean of arts and sciences and professor of anthropology at Ottawa University and will speak on “Stereotypes and Realities of the 21st-Century Indian in the United States.”
First Baptist Ch. (315 W Central, El Dorado) invites you to “The Resurrection and Beyond: An Easter Pageant” dramatizing the crucifixion, resurrection and Pentecost on Apr. 3 and 4 at 7 p.m. each night in their Christian Life Center.
Everence Financial will present an informational seminar, Retiring soon? Make sense of your Medicare and Social Security choices at 4 and 7 p.m. on Mon., Apr. 13. Robert Wall provide instructions on how to enroll, explain your options if you continue to work and answer related questions. The seminars will take place at Everence Financial (371 N Old Highway 81, Hesston). RSVP to (877) 467-7294 or (620) 327-4043 or <darlene.buller@everence.com>.
The Retirees Relaxation Retreat at Camp Mennoscah will be headed to Ukraine on Apr. 27-29. The “Ukraine Revisited” retreat will have sessions from the past to the present, and coffee breaks in great quantity. Questions? Call Camp Mennoscah: (620) 297-3290.
A Prayer Retreat will be held at the Dyck Arboretum of the Plains (177 W Hickory St, Hesston) on Sun., May 3 beginning at 4:30 p.m., concluding with a potluck “finger foods” faspa at 6 p.m. This retreat prior to the Mennonite Church USA Convention in Kansas City this July is intended for all MCUSA pastors, congregational leaders, delegates, members and other people, allowing us to come together to praise and worship the One in whom we all live and move and have our being, to name our fears and anxieties, hopes and vision, to open ourselves to transformation through God’s Spirit and to invite us to listen to God’s leading. For more info, see <https://www.ambs.edu/news-events/Prayer-Gathering.cfm>.
Freezing temperatures and snow are increasing the misery of those who have fled to escape violence from the Islamic State group in Syria. Mennonite Central Committee is calling for financial donations as it provides heating fuel and blankets (more than 18,500 were sent to Iraq, Lebanon, Jordan and Syria during the winter), and continues to address basic needs of food, shelter and education throughout the year. You can donate to the Syria / Iraq crisis response and learn how to contribute blankets at <mcc.org>.
