All current/new members of Zion boards will meet at 6 p.m. on Wed., Jan. 7, 2015 (unless your commissioner indicates otherwise), to organize and plan for the upcoming year.

Our annual congregational meeting for reports and projects will be held on Wed., Jan. 7, 2015 at 7 p.m.  Agenda will include: review of annual reports, report on facilities update and possible A/V proposal, discuss process for fifth year constitutional review, overview of Mission and Leadership Review Group tasks, and discuss a proposed change in the Scholarship Fund policy.
The Outreach Board is sponsoring a game night at Zion on Sun, Jan. 11 at 6 p.m. All are invited to bring leftover Christmas goodies (assuming there are any!), friends, and favorite games. 

Regular Wed. evening programming (meal, children’s activities, youth group, Adult Bible study, choir/ensemble rehearsals) resumes on Wed., Jan. 14. Volunteers to prepare meals are encouraged to sign up. Join Pastor Ray in studying Mark’s gospel, examining its unique themes and illustrative passages.
Gilberto Flores, Western District Conf. Associate Conference Minister, retires on Jan. 31.  All are invited to a farewell on Sun., Jan. 18 at 5 p.m. at First Menn. Ch. (Newton). Faspa will be served.
Pray This Week for…

• Edna Stucky, not always able to worship with us regularly of late; her birthday is this Tuesday.
• each baptism and each new member that has joined the family of God in this past year within the Western District Conference. Pray for faithfulness and fruitfulness as these new disciples grow in Christ and join in God’s mission of redeeming, reconciling and restoring our world.
• Mary Raber, serving with Mennonite Mission Network, who is currently in the United States for a few months. She requests prayer for Ukraine and the upheaval that touches all levels of society. Pray for wisdom and restraint for government authorities, and pray that churches will model Jesus’ way as an alternative to violence.
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December 28, 2014: The First Sunday after Christmas
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Worship at 10:45 a.m.

Gathering Song
“Hark the herald angels”
HWB #201
Welcome, Introductions, Announcements


Prelude
“Nun ist sie erschienen”


Call to Worship


Leader: Come, let us worship in faith the God who is here and desires our worship [pause]. 
Incarnate God, work in our hearts, that our worship would be filled with the joy that comes from remembering your beauty.

All: In a little child, God is revealed to us.

L: This is God’s plan of freedom, held up for the nations to see.

People: A revealing light to all peoples, the glory of God’s kingdom people.

L:
We rejoice in our rescue and celebrate creation’s redemption.

P:
The hills and the mountains praise the Lord.

L:
The animals, wild and tame, all kings and peoples of the earth; lightning and 
hail, snow and fog, women and men, old and young,

All: All praise the Lord together, our Messiah has come. Alleluia!
Congregational Hymn
“O little town of Bethlehem”
HWB #191
Prayer of Confession

Leader: O Lord, we confess our joy in you. We cannot keep silent.

People: You came to live among us and have brought us salvation.

L:
Your salvation is for all peoples, all cultures, all religious communities, all humanity.

P:
Because you gave us a new name and have declared us beautiful, we cannot keep silent.

L:
When the time was right, God sent us his Son.

P:
Let us praise the Lord for drawing near to us, 


for coming among us.

L:
Come, young and old, male and female, all God’s people. Let us praise God together.

All: Our hearts are brimming with the Spirit of God. 


God’s salvation is for all peoples. We will not keep silent!
Song
“Hope is a candle”
SS #15, vss. 1-5

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 61:10–62:3
Margo Regier
Congregational Hymn
“Joy to the world”
HWB #318
New Testament Reading
Luke 2:22-40
Kaitlyn Preheim
Sermon
“Holy waiting”
Ray Reimer
Special Music
“Helpless and hungry”
SS #26


Sarah Hofkamp and Renee Reimer

Offering
Mennonite Church USA
Offertory
Sharing Celebrations and Concerns

Prayer

Rosie Epp
Sending Song
“The first noel”
HWB #199
Congregational Benediction (unison)

We have seen the Christ child today!

We have held him in our hearts!

We have felt his love for us!

We can go now, and every day, in peace!
Postlude

Ed and Evelynn Andres, Greeters
Jill Schmidt, Songleader

Karen Andres and Marcene Entz, Piano/Organ
Ray Reimer and Rosie Epp, Worship Leaders and Co-Pastors
Last Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Worship attendance: Dec. 21 (including 1 visitor):
87

Dec. 24 (including many visitors):
116

Offering: Dec. 21: Harvey Co. Homeless Shelter
$1,522

Dec. 24: Mennonite Disaster Service–Kansas Unit
$2,096

This Week at Zion Mennonite Church

No Wed. evening programming
Dec. 31

Greeters: Joe and Lois Friesen
Next Sun.
Musicians: Julie / Julie / Julie / Men’s Ensemble
Next Sun.
Offering: Local Fund
Next Sun.
Calendar of Upcoming Zion Events

Meal served to all interested (by donation)
6 p.m., Jan. 7, 2015

All Boards meet for reorganization/planning
6 p.m., Jan. 7
Congregational meeting for reports & projects
7 p.m., Jan. 7
Governing Council meets (following cong. mtg.)
8? p.m., Jan. 7

Epiphany communion observance
10:45 a.m., Jan. 11

Game night @ Zion
6 p.m., Jan. 11

Deacons meet
7 p.m., Jan. 13

Wed. evening programming resumes
Jan. 14

Guest speaker: S. Roy Kaufman
10:45 a.m., Jan. 25

Ash Wednesday worship service
7 p.m., Feb. 18

Other Events and Announcements

Pastors Ray and Rosie’s Schedules: One of them is at the church office most weekday mornings by 9 a.m., Ray on Mon., Thur., and Fri., Rosie on Tue. and Wed. (she’s at IRC on Mon. and Thur.). 
AMBS-Kansas Center will partner with KIPCOR to host a course entitled Conflict, Communication, and Conciliation on Jan. 6-9. This course, led by Kirsten Zerger and Gary Flory, will prepare students to navigate interpersonal conflict more fruitfully. For more info, please see www.ambs.edu/kansascenter.
