Rural Ministry Seminar: The Mission of a Rural Congregation: Western District Conference and AMBS-Kansas Center will host a seminar on Sat., Jan. 24, 2015 from 8–noon at Whitestone Menn. Ch.  Please let Pastor Ray know if you have interest, to determine if we submit a congregational registration. 
Thank You…

…to the many volunteers who blessed us with the gift of their time over the last year (especially during the summer). They helped created a great camp environment for 537 campers last summer! From Zion Menn. Ch. we’re grateful for the days, weeks, months donated by—Sarah Hofkamp, Derek and Kara Klingenberg, Clint Unruh, and Amy Wedel (and probably others we’ve overlooked)—as well as those who contributed financially and in other ways.
–Camp Mennoscah staff and board

Pray This Week for…

• Cohen David Andres, son of Josh and Kristy Andres, born last Sat., Dec. 6 in Newton (weighing 6 lb. 13 oz. and stretching 19 1/2" long), that they may grow together in the Lord, surrounded by grandparents Dave and Karen Andres and Mike and Dorothy Luty. We offer praise that all are reasonably healthy; the rosebud in our service today celebrates the birth!
• those unable to worship with us regularly: Evelyn Buller.

• Missing Mennonites in Louisiana: Martin Hofkamp, PO Box 214, Moreauville, LA, 71355. Or, consider sending a note or card to Martin as he continues his adventures with Teach for America in mid-state Louisiana. 

• God’s guidance in the search for a new Western District Conference Minister led by the Executive Board-appointed Search Committee (Clarence Rempel has announced his retirement, effective at the end of this coming June).
• Alfonsina Oyanguren, serving in Argentina with Mennonite Mission Network, who has been diagnosed with thyroid cancer. She has to travel 800 miles for surgery and a treatment regimen. Pray for peace and healing for Alfonsina, as well as for her husband, José, and their four children.
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December 14, 2014: The Third Sunday of Advent
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Worship at 10:45 a.m.

Gathering Song
“My soul is filled with joy”
SJ #13
Welcome, Introductions, Announcements


Prelude

Kristyn Wedel
Call to Worship


Leader: Come, let us worship in faith the God who is here and desires our worship [pause]. Redeeming God, work in our hearts, that our worship would be filled with the joy that comes from remembering your splendor.

All: Oh, that you would reveal your joy to us, O Lord.

L:
We celebrate the year of the Lord’s favor,

People: A time of comfort for those who mourn.

L:
There will be crowns instead of ashes,

P:
Joyful anointing instead of mourning,

L:
Cloaks of praise instead of spirits of despair,


P:
Cities of renewal instead of devastation.

All: The Lord will wrap us in robes of righteousness.


Come, O God, and clothe us in garments of salvation.
Hymn
“Bless’d be the God of Israel”
HWB #174
Prayer of Confession (beginning with a minute of silence in darkness)

Leader: Today in this safe but dark holy place we are aware of your presence, God. We focus today on our congregation and the wider Anabaptist Mennonite church family.

People: We are a faithful church, but sometimes we’ve kept our riches to ourselves.

L:
Sometimes we have excluded the inquirer who has come to our door seeking faith. Sometimes we’ve refused to admit our weaknesses. Sometimes we’ve been too quiet in the land. Sometimes we’ve helped those far away but ignored our neighbors. Sometimes we’ve tried so hard to serve that we’ve forgotten the joy of worshiping you. Hear our honest confessions, O God, and remember us in mercy.

P:
Restore to us the joy of being your faithful people.

All: Restore our joy, O God of hosts; 


let your face shine, that we may be saved.
Song
“Hope is a candle”
SS #15, vss. 1-3

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Kristyn Wedel
Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Children’s Time

Ann Schowengerdt
New Testament Reading
Luke 1:46b-55
Sermon
“Joy amidst the darkness”
Ray Reimer
Response Hymn
“Hark! The glad sound!”
HWB #184
Offering
Zion Scholarship Fund

Offertory

Margaret Brewer
Sharing Celebrations and Concerns

Prayer

Rosie Epp
Sending Song
“Joy to the world”
HWB #318
Congregational Benediction (unison)

We go with the One who came as a child, for he is Lord of all.


We join our song with the One who brings joy to the world!

And so we depart, seeking the One still unknown, 


who calls us forth and forever brings joy into our lives! Amen.
Postlude

Daryl Regier and Annette Voth, Greeters

Edna Andres, Piano/Organ
Margaret Brewer, Songleader
Ray Reimer and Rosie Epp, Worship Leaders and Co-Pastors
Last Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Worship attendance: (including 1 visitor) 
74
Offering: Local Fund
$3,025
This Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Christmas Open House @ parsonage
4-6 p.m., Today

No Wed. meal or Bible study; Christmas Eve practice
6:45 p.m., Wed.
Greeters: Keith and Dianne Wiebe
Next Sun.
Musicians: Lindsay / The Nine / Lindsay / Adult Choir
Next Sun.
Offering: Harvey Co. Homeless Shelter
Next Sun.
Calendar of Upcoming Zion Events

Material for 2014 Zion Annual Report due
Dec. 22

Wheat State Manor community Christmas program
7 p.m., Dec. 22
Zion Christmas Eve service (offering: MDS)
7 p.m., Dec. 24
No Wed. evening programming
Dec. 31

All Boards meet for reorganization/planning
6 p.m., Jan. 7, 2015
Congregational meeting for reports & projects
7 p.m., Jan. 7
Governing Council meets (following cong. mtg.)
8? p.m., Jan. 7

Epiphany communion observance
10:45 a.m., Jan. 11

Game night @ Zion
6 p.m., Jan. 11

Deacons meet
7 p.m., Jan. 13

Guest speaker: S. Roy Kaufman
10:45 a.m., Jan. 25

Other Events and Announcements

Pastors Ray and Rosie’s Schedules: One of them is at the church office most weekday mornings by about 9 a.m., Ray on Mon., Thur., and Fri., Rosie on Tue. and Wed. (she’s at IRC on Mon. and Thur.). This week (beyond the open house at the parsonage this afternoon!), they’ll attend a holiday brunch with Rosie’s pastor cluster on Tue. morning, one of them may attend the Newton Ministerial Alliance gathering Wed. noon (when Harvest of Love Christmas food boxes will be packed), and Ray’ll attend the Remington Area Ministerial Alliance Thur. noon. 
Pastors Ray and Rosie invite you to enjoy some goodies and warm fellowship at a Christmas Open House at the parsonage this afternoon, Sun., Dec. 14; drop by anytime between 4–6 p.m.!
Listen for details today about Angel Tree gifts in support of the children’s unit at Prairie View. You’re invited to participate (or not) as individuals, families, small groups, Sunday School classes. 
Lupe Magdaleno from Sunflower Community Action will present an update on the current status of immigration policy on Sun., Dec. 14, 3-5 p.m. at Mennonite Church of the Servant, 2401 N Woodland (23rd & Woodland), Wichita KS. The afternoon will begin with a prayer service for immigrants and conclude with a light meal. Free and open to the public.
Pastors Ray and Rosie invite you to enjoy some goodies and warm fellowship at a Christmas Open House at the parsonage on Sun., Dec. 14; drop by anytime between 4–6 p.m.!
The Whitewater Area Chamber of Commerce is collecting food to distribute for Christmas. Please deliver your donations to Krueger Insurance, Bank of Whitewater or Countryaid Vet Service by Dec 17. Questions? Please contact Vickie Beck at (316) 799-2163.
The Tabor Menn. Ch. Youth Fellowship will share their annual living nativity, Night in the Barn, on Dec. 20 and 21 from 6–8 p.m. The event features perspectives from the innkeeper and a shepherd, and Christmas carols, while enjoying hot drinks. Free;  donations to the youth group will be accepted.  Directions from Goessel: 3 miles north on Hwy 15, 4 miles east on 150th, ¾ north on Falcon. (Follow these directions and not GPS directions.) For more info, call (620) 386-0709.
There will be a special Christmas concert by Five Times Harder on Sun., Dec. 21 at 3 p.m. at Lorraine Ave. Menn. Ch. (Wichita). A free-will offering will support Mennonite Central Committee.
Lisa Weaver, author of the new book Swords to Plowshares: The Creation of John P. Klassen’s Mennonite Central Committee Medallion, will present a program, including slides of Klassen’s artwork, a historical framework for the story and her process of creating this picture book for all ages on Sun., Dec. 21 at 3:30 p.m. in the Kauffman Museum auditorium. The book will be for sale, with the author signing copies. Call (316) 283-1612 for more info.
Please submit any items for the 2014 Zion Annual Report to Allie via email at <alliemawhiney@hotmail.com> by Mon., Dec. 22.
Mennonite Disaster Service – Kansas Unit is soliciting funding or donation in kind to replace at least one of their two vans (both of which are approaching 200,000 miles), to help continue their ministry. Please see letter posted on bulletin board. (Note: we’ve decided to dedicate our Christmas Eve offering to MDS).

Kansas Mennonite Men’s Chorus is gearing up for its 2015 season! While there’s no registration deadline, you’re encouraged to sign up by Dec. 24 in order that music packets can be delivered prior to rehearsals. See the poster on the bulletin board or talk to Lester Wedel. (In addition to regional concerts, KMMC plans to sing at the MCUSA assembly in Kansas City next summer).
With 11 days remaining until Christmas Day, won’t you consider a gift that might help us reach our goal of $40,000 by Christmas Day? Donations can be sent to: Harvey County Homeless Shelter, PO Box 978, Newton, KS  67114.
All current/new members of Zion boards will meet at 6 p.m. on Wed., Jan. 7, 2015 (unless your commissioner indicates otherwise), to organize and plan for the upcoming year.

AMBS-Kansas Center will partner with KIPCOR to host a course entitled Conflict, Communication, and Conciliation on Jan. 6-9. For more info, please see www.ambs.edu/kansascenter.

The Outreach Board is sponsoring a game night at Zion on Sun, Jan. 11 at 6 p.m. All are invited to bring leftover Christmas goodies (assuming there are any!), friends, and favorite games. 
Gilberto Flores, Western District Conference Associate Conference Minister, will retire on Jan. 31, 2015.  Everyone is invited to wish him well at a farewell on Sun., Jan. 18 at 5 p.m. at First Menn. Ch. (Newton). Faspa will be served. (Howard Garver has been announced as the new Associate Conference Minister for Texas and Director of Church Planting, beginning Jan. 1, 2015).
