Thank You…

…for the time spent together this Christmas season for those of us at Kidron. I appreciated the time of fellowship and refreshments. I wish everyone a Happy New Year.
–Doris Regier

…to all who gave supplies for MCC Relief kits. Your gifts enable Zion to provide 31 families with relief supplies.
Pray This Week for…

• Evelynn Andres, as she recovers at home from a fall in which she broke three ribs.
• Lester Wedel, as he recovers from severe influenza.

• Edna Stucky, who celebrated her 88th birthday, and Ed Andres, who celebrated his 91st birthday… both this last Friday!

• Ben Duerksen, mourning the death of his grandfather, Floyd Janzen; funeral services were held this last Tue., Dec. 27.
• Pastors Ray and Rosie (and Nick Preheim) leave for Israel/Palestine on Tue., Jan 3. Pray for safe travels. Follow their journey on the Zion Facebook page.
• all Western District Conference congregations during this coming year, that God may empower us to witness and invite others to faith in Jesus Christ, dwell in just and loving relationships, and connect to God’s mission in the world.
• Linda Oyer, serving with Mennonite Mission Network, who is waiting for surgery to remove her gallbladder after severe attacks of cholecystitis last month. Pray for rest and peace as she regains health in her home near Paris, France, so she can be ready for the operation this month.
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January 1, 2017
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Worship at 10:45 a.m.
Gathering Song
“Christ, whose glory fills the skies”
HWB #216
Welcome, Introductions, Announcements

Prelude
“Nun Ist Sie Erschienen”
Marcene Entz/Karen Andres
Call to Worship

Leader: Day has dawned!


The light of Christ has come into the world.


People: We see God’s radiance in creation and in our lives.


We rejoice in God’s boundless riches given for all.



We worship and adore our Savior, Christ the Lord.

All: Come! Let us walk in the way of God’s heart.
Special Music
“We three kings”
Men’s Ensemble



acc. by Carol Klingenberg
Children’s Time
Sharon Wedel
Scripture Readings

Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:7-12
Sermon Skit
“The 18th ornament”
Karen Andres/Marcene Entz

Adapted from a story by William Ury
Response Hymn
“Lo, a gleam from yonder heaven”
HWB #591
Offering
Local Fund
Offertory
Sharing Celebrations and Concerns
Karen Andres


Prayer, ending with responsive confession:

Leader: Radiant God,

People: we yearn to walk in your way but often choose our own path of turmoil and pain. Save us, Lord, from the pride and foolishness of choosing our own course, that we may humbly and confidently follow your lead.

Leader: (words of assurance)


All: Come, let us walk in the way of God’s heart!
Sending Song
“Oh, beautiful star of Bethlehem”
SS #32
Benediction and Postlude

Gary and Sharon Wedel, Greeters
Lois Friesen, Worship Leader
Marcene Entz and Karen Andres, Piano/Organ
Karen Andres, Interim Pastor
(316) 799-2857
Last Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Worship attendance (including 1 visitor):
61
This Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Wednesday evening meal
6 p.m., Wed.

Board mtgs. for reorganization
6:30 p.m., Wed.

Zion cong. mtg. for reports & projects
7:15 p.m., Wed.

Governing Council meets (as needed)
c.8 p.m., Wed.

Greeters: Thurman Entz
Next Sun.

Musicians: SODZ / SODZ / Edna
Next Sun.

Offering: Wheat State Manor
Next Sun.
Calendar of Upcoming Zion Events

Pastors Ray & Rosie on sabbatical leave
Jan. 1–Mar. 31, 2017
Epiphany communion 
Jan. 8
Wheat State Vespers; Library class leads
4 p.m., Jan. 8
Regular mid-week programming resumes
p.m., Jan. 11

Food & Thought @ J&LFriesen’s
12:45 p.m., Jan. 15

Zion game night
5–7 p.m., Jan. 15

Zion serves at New Hope Shelter (days uncertain) 
Jan. 25-31

Hesston Bel Canto Singers @ Zion; potluck meal
Jan. 29

Governing Council meets
7 p.m., Feb. 13

Other Events and Announcements

Centering Prayer resumes Mon., Jan. 2. Centering Prayer meets most Mondays from noon-1 p.m. in Agape Center in Richert House on the Bethel College campus.

Interim Pastor Karen’s Schedule: At the church office Mon., Wed., & Fr. mornings from app. 9 a.m.–12 noon; or contact her Tue. or Thur. a.m.’s at home (she works at Prairie View Tue. and Thur. p.m.’s). This week her pastor peer group meets Fri. noon. Contacts: (316) 799-2071 [Zion office]; (316) 799-2857 [home]; (316) 212-1029 [cell–new]; <davidkaren@powwwer.net>.
Kara Klingenberg will be traveling for a week in Jan. to the Dominican Republic for a medical mission trip, joining a team of medical professionals who will treat patients and do surgeries, along with sharing the Gospel, through Medical Ministry International. Kara requests a variety of donations—clothing, personal care items, first aid and educational supplies); see bulletin board for details, or talk to Kara.

Zion’s congregational meeting for reports and projects has been called for Wed., Jan. 4 at 7:15 p.m. Agenda items are anticipated to include: reports, elections for open positions, initial discussion of use of parsonage once empty. Boards are invited to meet at 6:30 p.m. for reorganization (supper will be available to all interested). 

Bethel College offers many of its classes for community audit. You pay $50/credit hour OR a flat rate of $30 (if 62 or older). For more info, go to <www.bethelks.edu/audit>, where there are links for interterm 2017 course schedule (enrollment deadline Jan. 4) and spring 2017 course schedule (enrollment deadline Feb 13).
Kauffman Museum First-Saturday Bird Walk. Join experienced birders Gregg Friesen and Rod Wedel at 9 a.m. on Sat., Jan. 7 in the museum parking lot for a walk of 1 to 1.5 hours. 
Friends of the MLA presentation on Tue., Jan. 10 at 7 p.m. at Kauffman Museum: Ben Goossen will speak on “Mennonites at War: Military Service, Ethnic Cleansing and Global Migrations During and After the First World War.”

Those who have been using Dillon’s Community Rewards Program to support Offender / Victim Ministries need to visit <https://www.dillons.com/communityrewards> to re-enroll and designate the organization they wish to support.

Pastor Karen will be leading Wed. night Bible study on “The Bible as Story” beginning Jan. 11. The lessons will be taken from the book with the same title written by Marion Bontrager, Michele Hershberger, and John Sharp, which was compiled from the “Heilsgeschichte” course taught at Hesston College. Pastor Karen is also willing to offer it as an elective for a Sunday school class from Jan.-Mar., with the same content as Wed. night; please let her know by Jan. 8 if you are interested. 
Registration for the Mennonite Church USA Convention 2017 opens Jan. 17. The convention takes place July 4-8 in Orlando, Florida, with the theme “Love is a Verb.” Enjoy fellowship, worship and activities with Mennonites from around the country while enjoying the attractions of the Orlando area. Learn more at <http://convention.mennoniteusa.org/registration/>.
Prairie View Lunch & Learn on Jan. 31 [note rescheduled date], 2017 from 12-1:15 p.m. Come learn about “Warning Signs of Post-Holiday Stress” and enjoy lunch (free will donations). Hear about the chaplaincy ministry, other resources, take a tour of the campus.
The Intercollegiate Peace Fellowship Conference (bringing together Mennonite-related schools across the US and Canada to discuss, reflect, and work on issues of peace and justice) will be hosted by Bethel College students for the first time in 12 years this Feb., with the theme: “Uniting for Social Change: Intersections of Race, Environment, and LGBTQIA Identities.” As it is hosted so infrequently, no money has been budgeted for its support by the college. Zachary Preheim, Publicity/Marketing Chair for the ICPF Committee, requests that Zion members consider donating to help cover the costs of visiting speakers, food, etc. If you’re interested, checks can be sent to KIPCOR, 2525 College Ave., PO Box 276, North Newton KS 67117, with “ICPF” in the memo line. 
The Bethel College Alumni Choir is looking for more singers interested in getting together for music, fun and fellowship. The next concert will be Sun., Feb. 5, 3 p.m. (you’ll be out in time for football!), with one rehearsal, Sat., Feb. 4, 10 a.m.–3 p.m. If you’d like to be involved, contact <votha@usd411.org>; see “Bethel College Alumni Choir” on Facebook for more info.
