Kara Klingenberg will be traveling for a week in Jan., 2017 to the Dominican Republic for a medical mission trip, joining a team of medical professionals (including doctors, nurses, lab techs, and surgeons) who will treat patients and do surgeries, along with sharing the Gospel, through Medical Ministry International. Kara requests a variety of donations (over the counter medications and first aid supplies [these are needed ASAP, for processing], clothing, personal care items, educational supplies); see bulletin board for details, or talk to Kara.

The Intercollegiate Peace Fellowship Conference (bringing together Mennonite-related schools across the US and Canada to discuss, reflect, and work on issues of peace and justice) will be hosted by Bethel College students for the first time in 12 years this Feb. As it is hosted so infrequently, no money has been budgeted for its support by the college. Zachary Preheim, Publicity/ Marketing Chair for the ICPF Committee, requests that Zion members done to help cover the costs. If interested, checks can be sent to KIPCOR, 2525 College Ave., PO Box 276, N. Newton KS 67117, with “ICPF” in the memo line. 
Thank You…

… to my church family for the kindness shown to me during my surgery. The meals, cards, phone calls and prayers were encouraging.
–Nadine Epp
…to the Zion Church family for all the ways you have reached out to us and shown us you are thinking about us at the time of dad’s loss. The prayers, cards, visits and lovely meal after the service were all very much appreciated.
–The Wilmer Wedel family

Pray This Week for…

• Western District Conference pastors and chaplains as they lead worship and offer pastoral care during the holiday season.
• Tom and Disa Rutschman, serving with Mennonite Mission Network in Sweden. Pray that this year they may again create sparks of life through teaching in schools and the leadership they provide at Jokkmokk Free Church.
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December 18, 2016: The Fourth Sunday of Advent
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Worship at 10:45 a.m.
God’s restoration is at hand. Come, walk in the way of God’s heart.

Gathering Song
“Praise the One who breaks the darkness”
SS #1
Welcome, Introductions, Announcements

Prelude


Call to Worship



Leader: In the nighttime of our longing,  we find ourselves far from God’s presence. 

People: Even though we yearn to see God’s face, our daily burdens and distractions keep us from coming near. 


We forget that the truest joy  comes from being in God’s presence. 

All: Come! Walk in the way of God’s heart! 
Psalm Reading

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Lighting the Advent Candle
Derek and Kara Klingenberg family

Song
“Come, Light of the world”
SS #3, vss. 1-4
Children’s Choir 
“There was a little baby”
New Testament Reading

Matthew 1:18-25
Hymn
“Fling wide the door”
HWB #186
Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 7:10-16
Sermon
“Courageous restoration”
Ray Reimer
Response Hymn
“O come, o come, Immanuel”
HWB #172
Offering
Harvey Co. Homeless Shelter


Offertory


Sharing Celebrations and Concerns
Rosie Epp


Prayer, ending with responsive confession:

Leader: God of restoration,

People: we yearn to walk in your way but often choose our own path of turmoil and pain.  Save us, Lord, from the pride and foolishness of choosing our own course, that we may humbly and confidently follow your lead, through Jesus Christ 

Leader: (words of assurance)


All: Come, let us walk in the way of God’s heart! 
Sending Song
“Hark! the herald angels”
HWB #201
Benediction and Postlude

Russell and June Entz family, Greeters
Kristyn Wedel, Piano
Ray Reimer and Rosie Epp, Co-Pastors and Worship Leaders
Last Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Worship attendance (including 1 visitor):
91
This Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Material for 2016 Zion Annual Report due to Allie K.
Today

Wheat State Manor Christmas Party
7 p.m., Tue.

No Wed. meal or adult Bible study… 
 p.m., Wed.

but rehearsal (w choir) for Christmas program
6:30 p.m., Wed.

Christmas Eve program at Zion
7 p.m., Sat.

Greeters: Doug and Margaret Brewer
Next Sun.

Musicians: Carol / Carol / Carol
Next Sun.

Offering: Mennonite Church USA
Next Sun.
Calendar of Upcoming Zion Events

Christmas Day: no SS–fellowship, coffee & rolls
10 a.m., Dec. 25

No Wednesday evening meal and activities
 p.m., Dec. 28
Pastors Ray & Rosie on sabbatical leave
Jan. 1, 2017-Mar. 31

Zion cong. mtg. for reports & projects
7:15 p.m., Jan. 4, 2017

Epiphany communion 
Jan. 8
Wheat State Vespers; Library class leads
4 p.m., Jan. 8
Regular mid-week programming resumes
p.m., Jan. 11

Food & Thought @ J&LFriesen
12:45 p.m., Jan. 15

Zion game night
5–7 p.m., Jan. 15

Zion serves at New Hope Shelter (days uncertain) 
Jan. 25-31

Hesston Bel Canto Singers @ Zion; potluck meal
Jan. 29

Other Events and Announcements

Pastors Ray and Rosie’s Schedules: One of them is at the church office most weekdays by about 9 a.m., Ray on Mon., Thur., & Fri., Rosie on Tue. & Wed. (she’s back at IRC on Thur.’s). This week they’ll take part in the Wheat State Manor Christmas party Tue.
The Tabor Menn. Ch. Youth Fellowship (rural Newton) will share their annual living nativity, Night in the Barn, on Dec. 18 from 6-8 p.m. The story this year will be from the perspective of a sheep that witnessed the first Christmas, from a new book by Kim Funk called Christmas at the Stable. The come-and-go event includes Christmas carols around a bonfire, hot drinks and snacks. Admission is free; donations to the youth group will be accepted. Directions to Night in the Barn:  From Goessel: 3 miles N on Hwy 15, 4 miles E on 150th, ¾ mile N on Falcon. (Follow these directions and not GPS). For more info, call (620) 386-0709.
You are invited to a community rendition of Handel’s Messiah First Menn. Ch.’s Choir (Newton) on Sun., Dec. 18 at 7 p.m. 

A revised resolution on Israel/Palestine had been prepared for consideration by delegates at the 2017 Mennonite Church USA Assembly in Orlando, FL, with an invitation for church members to offer feedback about it by Dec. 20 (it will be submitted to the MC USA Resolutions Committee in Jan., 2017). See <http://mennoniteusa.org/menno-snapshots/seeking-peace-israel-palestine/> to read the resolution and find an online feedback form.

Come join us on Christmas Eve for “Reflections from the Face of the Christ Child.” What was it like to see Baby Jesus for the very first time? We will be hearing stories from Joseph, Mary, and others about how the Christ child reflected their lives back to them.  The service starts at 7 p.m. on Sat., Dec. 24. Bring your families and friends as we gather in this wonderful tradition of remembering the birth of Christ.
