Kauffman Museum at Bethel College seeks artifacts, letters, photos and documents that tell the story of conscientious objectors during WW I. If you have an item for donation or long-term loan, please contact <alezotte@bethelks.edu> or (316) 283-1612.
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Thank You…

We’re grateful for Zion’s contributions for Africa Inter-Mennonite Mission’s work over the past year. As we share together, AIMM is able to continue to walk with African Mennonite church partners in planting new churches, training leaders, and assisting economically disadvantaged members with small loans, and business and agricultural training.
–Rod Hollinger-Janzen, Exec. Coordinator

Pray This Week for…

• Elda Hiebert, no longer able to worship with us.
• Nadine Epp, recovering at home after spine surgery this last Tue.

• Kara Klingenberg, as she prepares for a medical mission trip in Jan. to the Dominican Republic.

• …the Western District Conference Church Planting Commission meeting this week, as they seek God’s leading in supporting new and emerging congregations in WDC.
• Mennonite churches in Bolivia, which have vacation Bible school this month. Margrit Kipfer Barrón, serving with Mennonite Mission Network, helps prepare the curriculum and train teachers. Pray that the Spirit of God will move powerfully among the children who attend and their families.

Zion Mennonite Church
P.O. Box 68, Elbing, KS 67041
(316) 799-2071

zionelbing@gmail.com
www.zionmenno.org


December 4, 2016: The Second Sunday of Advent
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Worship at 10:45 a.m.
God’s harmony is at hand. Come, walk in the way of God’s heart.

Gathering Song
“On Jordan’s banks the Baptist’s cry”
HWB #183
Welcome, Introductions, Announcements

Prelude


Call to Worship



Leader: In the nighttime of fear,  we build walls and fences. 

People: Rather than showing hospitality, we keep the stranger away. We forget the truth  that God’s love is for everyone. 

L:
O God, show us the way of your heart.

All: Come quickly, and show us the way!
Psalm Reading

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
Lighting the Advent Candle

Russ and June Entz family

Song
“Come, Light of the world”
SS #3, vss. 1-2
Children’s Time 

Rosie Epp
New Testament Reading

Matthew 3:1-12

Hymn
“Come! Walk in the light”
SS #10
Scripture Reading
Isaiah 11:1-10
Sermon
“Just a basic stump speech”
Ray Reimer
Response Hymn
“Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming”
HWB #211
Offering
Local Fund


Offertory
Sharing Celebrations and Concerns
Rosie Epp


Prayer, ending with responsive confession:

Leader: God of harmony, 

People: we yearn to walk in your way but often choose our own path of turmoil and pain. Save us, Lord, from the pride and foolishness of choosing our own course, that we may humbly and confidently follow your lead, through Jesus Christ.

Leader: (words of assurance)


All: Come, let us walk in the way of God’s heart! 
Sending Song
“Let there be light, Lord God”
SJ #67
Benediction and Postlude

Lillian Wedel, Greeter
Karen Andres, Piano/Organ

Ray Reimer and Rosie Epp, Co-Pastors and Worship Leaders
Last Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Worship attendance (including 2 visitors):
80
This Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Zion potluck (please bring your own table service)
Noon, Today

Spiritual Life Board meal / meeting
Noon, Today

Zion cong. mtg. for budget & elections
c.1 p.m., Today

WSM Vespers; 2 small basement classes lead
4 p.m., Today

Deacons meet
7 p.m., Tue.

Wednesday evening meal and activities
6–8 p.m., Wed.

Women in Mission Christmas dinner@d’Veers
6:15 p.m., Thur.

Deacons/Pastors’ gathering @ Kidron-Bethel
10 a.m., Sat.

Greeters: Grant and Allie Klingenberg family
Next Sun.

Musicians: Brass / Brass / Edna / Adult Choir
Next Sun.

Offering: Zion Scholarship Fund
Next Sun.
Suggested relief kit supply donations:
Next Sun.


2 wide-tooth combs, 1 fingernail clipper
Calendar of Upcoming Zion Events

Material for 2016 Zion Annual Report due to Allie K.
Dec. 18

Wheat State Manor Christmas Party
7 p.m., Dec. 20
No Wed. meal or adult Bible study… 
 p.m., Dec. 21
but rehearsal (w choir) for Christmas program
6:30 p.m., Dec. 21
Christmas Eve program at Zion
7 p.m., Dec. 24

No Wednesday evening meal and activities
 p.m., Dec. 28
Zion cong. mtg. for reports & projects
7:15 p.m., Jan. 4, 2017

Zion game night
5–7 p.m., Jan. 15

Other Events and Announcements

Pastors Ray and Rosie’s Schedules: One of them is at the church office most weekdays by about 9 a.m., Ray on Mon., Thur., & Fri., Rosie on Tue. & Wed. (she’s back at IRC on Thur.’s). This week they will join the deacons in hosting a gathering at Kidron-Bethel for Zion’s senior members on Sat. morning.
Please affirm the following for agreeing to be children’s Sunday school teachers during the winter term: preschool, Steph Entz; K‑1, Ann Schowengerdt; Grade 3, Deanna Entz.
Organ recital with David Cason on Sun., Dec. 4 at 4 p.m., in the Bethel College Administration Building chapel (note change in date from some printed calendars).

Tabor College presents Handel’s Messiah at 7 p.m. on Sun., Dec. 4 at the Hillsboro Menn. Brethren Church, bringing together current students, alumni, friends of Tabor and the community. Fellowship, coffee and cookies will follow the concert.
31st annual Lighting of the Green at Bethel College on Sun., Dec. 4 at 8 p.m.
The Newton Et Cetera Shop is seeking new volunteers! If you (or your Sunday school class or your small group) have part of a day a month to help at the store, please let us know. Our next “New Volunteer Orientation” is Tue., Dec. 6, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at the store. Please call (316) 283-9461 if you’d like to sign up.
You are cordially invited to join the Women in Mission on Thur., Dec. 8 at 6:15 p.m. at d’Veers Family Center (Elbing) for a Christmas supper. Program by Bonnie, Allie and Ashley. Offering will be for the Everything Beautiful Gift Shop (Lame Deer, MT). Please sign-up on the bulletin board  by Nov. 27).
The third annual Ten Thousand Village Fair Trade Interna-tional Gift Festival will occur on 2 more upcoming Fridays and Saturdays—Dec. 9–10, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. each day, at the Western District Conf. offices (North Newton).

The McPherson Community Brass Choir, directed by Jerry Toews, will be giving a Christmas Brass Concert at Alexanderwohl Menn. Ch. (rural Goessel) on Sun., Dec 11 at 7 p.m.
A seminar–Creating your retirement income strategy–will be held at 7 p.m. on Mon., Dec. 12 at Everence Financial (371 N. Old Highway 81, Hesston). Robert Wall will address having enough for retirement and making your savings last in the markets, with time for questions. To reserve your spot, contact (620) 327-4043, (877) 467-7294, or <darlene.buller@everence.com>.
You’re invited to an MCC Christmas Soiree for a delicious and fun holiday celebration on Thur., Dec. 15 from 5–7 p.m. at the MCC Center in North Newton. At 6 p.m. we’ll hear from MCC International Volunteer Exchange Participants about the work they are doing in Kansas and the Christmas traditions from their home countries of Laos and Egypt. Good food, live music and great fellowship—everyone is welcome to join in the fun!
On Sat., Dec. 17 at 2:30 p.m.-ish, all of Camp Mennoscah’s summer youth camp volunteers throughout the years (including summer staff, nurses, cooks, counselors, program directors, etc.) are welcome to gather at camp for a time of hanging out, eating cookies, and having a blast. We’ll have a white elephant gift exchange (grab something and wrap it up) for anyone interested. Cookies and hot drinks will be provided; bring something else tasty to share. Families are invited.
A revised resolution on Israel/Palestine had been prepared for consideration by delegates at the 2017 Mennonite Church USA Assembly in Orlando, FL, with an invitation for church members to offer feedback about it by Dec. 20 (it will be submitted to the MC USA Resolutions Committee in Jan., 2017). See <http://mennoniteusa.org/menno-snapshots/seeking-peace-israel-palestine/> to read the resolution and find an online feedback form.

The Tabor Menn. Ch. Youth Fellowship (rural Newton) will share their annual living nativity, Night in the Barn, on Dec. 17 and 18 from 6-8 p.m. Meet the friendly goat, the large cow with her little calf, the peaceful sheep, and donkeys that share their love of people. The story this year will be from the perspective of a sheep that witnessed the first Christmas, from a new book by Kim Funk called Christmas at the Stable. The come-and-go event includes Christmas carols around a bonfire, hot drinks and snacks. Admission is free; donations to the youth group will be accepted. Directions to Night in the Barn:  From Goessel: 3 miles N on Hwy 15, 4 miles E on 150th, ¾ mile N on Falcon. (Follow these directions and not GPS). For more info, call (620) 386-0709.
You are invited to a community rendition of Handel’s Messiah First Menn. Ch.’s Choir (Newton) on Sun., Dec. 18 at 7 p.m. 
Come join us on Christmas Eve for “Reflections from the Face of the Christ Child.” What was it like to see Baby Jesus for the very first time? We will be hearing stories from Joseph, Mary, and others about how the Christ child reflected their lives back to them.  The service starts at 7 p.m. on Sat., Dec. 24. Bring your families and friends as we gather in this wonderful tradition of remembering the birth of Christ.
Kara Klingenberg will be traveling for a week in Jan., 2017 to the Dominican Republic for a medical mission trip, joining a team of medical professionals (including doctors, nurses, lab techs, and surgeons) who will treat patients and do surgeries, along with sharing the Gospel, through Medical Ministry International. Kara requests a variety of donations (over the counter medications and first aid supplies [these are needed ASAP, for processessing], clothing, personal care items, educational supplies); see bulletin board for details, or talk to Kara.
Prairie View Lunch & Learn on Jan. 17, 2017 from 12-1:15 p.m. Come learn about “Warning Signs of Post-Holiday Stress” and enjoy lunch (free will donations accepted). Hear about the chaplaincy ministry, other resources, and take a tour of the campus.
