Serving and Learning Together (SALT): Take chances. Make mistakes. Get messy. Be challenged. Learn some things. Teach some things. Spend a year living somewhere that you never dreamed you’d go! Start now at <https://mcc.org/get-involved/ serve/volunteer/salt>, find answers to FAQs, assignment options and apply! Contact <sharonnelson@mcc.org> for more info.
The Dec. 2016 issue of Beyond: Toward Faith in Action (circular of Mennonite Mission Network) are available under the mailboxes.

Opening: Offender / Victim Ministries (Newton) is seeking applicants for a half-time associate director of constituency relations. Contact <libby@offendervictimministries.org> for info.
Thank You…

…to my church family for remembering me during my most recent hospitalization and on my birthday. Your cards, prayers, visits and flowers were most appreciated. A special thank you to the ladies from the Homebuilders for their time spent with us at Kidron-Bethel. It is as special time for us when you visit.
–Ruth Andres
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Pray This Week for…

• Martha Wedel, who’s not able to worship with us regularly; tomorrow (Nov. 28) she will celebrate her 84th birthday.
• Western District Conference pastors and congregations in the midst of transition, challenge and opportunity.
• Petrus and Yuliana Handoyo and their 2 sons, who are sent to Cambodia by an Indonesian Menn. mission agency and Menn. Mission Network. Pray for Petrus as he teaches religion and ethics in two universities, and for Yuliana as she directs an education ministry for children living on the edge of the city.

Zion Mennonite Church
P.O. Box 68, Elbing, KS 67041
(316) 799-2071

zionelbing@gmail.com
www.zionmenno.org


November 27, 2016: The First Sunday of Advent
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Worship at 10:45 a.m.
God’s peace is at hand. Come, walk in the way of God’s heart.

Gathering Song
“Sleepers, wake!”
HWB #188
Welcome, Introductions, Announcements

Prelude


Call to Worship



Leader: In the nighttime of despair, we are filled with doubt.

People: We are overwhelmed with busyness and the compulsion to do. We have lost our way. 

L:
The night is almost over. We are emerging from our doubt.

P:
O God, show us the way of your heart. 

L:
Come quickly, to show us.

All: The dawn is nigh. Show us the way.
Psalm Reading

Psalm 122

Lighting the Advent Candle

Jeremy and Steph Entz family

Song
“Come, light of the world”
SS #3
Children’s Time 

Steph Entz
Hymn
“He came down”
SJ #31
Scripture Reading
Isaiah 2:1-5
Sermon
“God’s peace is at hand”
Rosie Epp
Response Hymn
“Come, thou long-expected Jesus”
HWB #178
Offering
Mennonite Mission Network


Offertory
Sharing Celebrations and Concerns
Ray Reimer


Prayer, ending with responsive confession:

Leader: God of peace,

People: We yearn to walk in your way, but often choose our own path of turmoil and pain. Save us, Lord, from the pride and foolishness of choosing our own course, that we may humbly and confidently follow your lead, through Jesus Christ.


Leader: (words of assurance)


All: Come, let us walk in the way of God’s heart!

Sending Song
“Dona nobis pacem” (as canon)
HWB #346
Benediction
Postlude

Jeremy and Steph Entz family, Greeters
Carol Klingenberg, Piano/Organ

Ray Reimer and Rosie Epp, Co-Pastors and Worship Leaders
Last Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Worship attendance (including 2 visitors):
85
This Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Wednesday evening meal and activities
6–8 p.m., Wed.

Zion choir sings carols @ F&L Bookstore
6 p.m., Thur.

Greeters: Lillian Wedel
Next Sun.

Musicians: Karen / Karen / Karen
Next Sun.

Offering: Local Fund
Next Sun.
Suggested relief kit supply donations:
Next Sun.


4 adult-size toothbrushes, 4 new bath towels (medium wt, dark colors)
Calendar of Upcoming Zion Events

Zion potluck (please bring your own table service)
Noon, Dec. 4

Zion cong. mtg. for budget & elections
c.1 p.m., Dec. 4

WSM Vespers; 2 small basement classes lead
4 p.m., Dec. 4
Deacons meet
7 p.m., Dec. 6

Women in Mission Christmas dinner@d’Veers
6:15 p.m., Dec. 8

Deacons/Pastors’ gathering @ Kidron-Bethel
10 a.m., Dec. 10

Material for 2016 Zion Annual Report due to Allie K.
Dec. 18

Wheat State Manor Christmas Party
7 p.m., Dec. 20
No regular mid-week programming… 
 p.m., Dec. 21
…but rehearsal for Christmas Eve program
 p.m., Dec. 21
Christmas Eve program at Zion
7 p.m., Dec. 24

No Wednesday evening meal and activities
 p.m., Dec. 28
Zion cong. mtg. for reports & projects
7:15 p.m., Jan. 4, 2017

Regular mid-week programming resumes
p.m., Jan. 11

Zion game night
5–7 p.m., Jan. 15

Other Events and Announcements

Pastors Ray and Rosie’s Schedules: One of them is at the church office most weekdays by about 9 a.m., Ray on Mon., Thur., & Fri., Rosie on Tue. & Wed. (she’s back at IRC on Thur.’s). This week Ray will attend a pastors’ tax workshop Thur. evening.
Please affirm the following for agreeing to be children’s Sunday school teachers during the winter term: preschool, Steph Entz; K‑1, Ann Schowengerdt; Grade 3, Deanna Entz.
Advent guides are in mailboxes to be used starting today, Sun., Nov. 27. The scripture passages will be the focus of the Advent sermons and worship. Items for MCC relief kits are also listed; you are encouraged to bring these items to Zion as we assemble kits for disaster areas such as Haiti.
At Home Family Devotions: Nurture children’s faith at home this Advent and Christmas through family worship with a free, downloadable guide at <www.anabaptistfaithformation.org>. For use between Nov. 27 and Jan. 6, it includes a daily Bible reading, short litany, songs, hands-on activities and questions to ponder together. These daily lessons follow the scripture texts and themes to match the worship resources in Leader magazine.
“Kids Make Memories” post-Thanksgiving family activity, Sun., Nov. 27, at Kauffman Museum. Come any time during regular museum hours (1:30–4:30 p.m. Sun.), and children can construct their own mixed-media memory installations. Regular museum admission charged.
The Mennonite Church USA communications team is looking for college interns! Beginning in January 2017 and culminating in July 2017 at MennoMCUSA Convention in Orlando, FL, these internships will include positions for writers, editors, photographers, social media and graphic design. Internships will be paid and prioritize students of color. Interested students should contact <janiebk@mennoniteusa.org> for more information.
Prairie View Lunch & Learn on Jan. 17, 2017 from 12-1:15 p.m. Come learn about “Warning Signs of Post-Holiday Stress” and enjoy lunch (free will donations accepted). Hear about the chaplaincy ministry, other resources, and take a tour of the campus.
Jacob Miller, a senior at Bethel College and the food planning coordinator for the Intercollegiate Peace Fellowship (ICPF) Peace Conference that will meet at Bethel Feb. 10-12, 2017, inquires: “Would members of your congregation be willing to donate snacks or breakfast items to supplement our conference’s food needs? If interested, please contact  (785) 477-1820 or <jacobmiller@bethelks.edu>, or the conference coordinator, <skniss@bethlks.edu>, for more information.”
Various grocery stores in Harvey County and surrounding areas are starting to carry “Best Choice” items. Collect the UPC code off such items, give them to Camp Mennoscah, and we will send them in to receive a $30 check for every 1000 labels we submit. Contact us at <office@campmennoscah.org> or (620) 297-3290. More info at <http://campmennoscah.org/how-to-help/donate/>.

The Mennonite Women USA Housewarmer Project continues to donate quilted wall hangings to Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS) to give to the homeowner when their home is completed and a dedication takes place. MDS is hard at work rebuilding after flooding in West Virginia, Detroit, Michigan, Lafayette, Louisiana, a typhoon in Saipan, and will soon begin rebuilding after wildfires in California. We are getting very low on quilted wall hangings. If quilting is your gift, please consider sharing. See <https://mennonitewomenusa.org/housewarmer/> for more info.

Camp Mennoscah at Mojo’s Coffee Bar at Bethel College on Tue., Nov. 29, from 5:30-8:30 p.m. is a time to reconnect with friends, hear stories, maybe sing a few songs. This event is part of Giving Tuesday. Find more info at <www.campmennoscah.org>.

Annual sing-along to Christmas portions of Handel’s Messiah, with Bethel College instrumentalists, soloists and student conductors, Wed., Nov. 30 at 11 a.m., at Bethel College Menn. Ch.; scores provided.
The Zion adult choir will sing Christmas carols at Faith & Life Bookstore just prior to the Newton Parade of Lights; others are invited to join in! Please gather at 6 p.m. on Thur., Dec. 1.

The third annual Ten Thousand Village Fair Trade Interna-tional Gift Festival will occur on 2 more upcoming Fridays and Saturdays—Dec. 2–3 and 9–10, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. each day, at the Western District Conf. offices (North Newton).

Remington High School’s annual Senior Citizen Christmas Dinner will be on Fri., Dec. 2 at 12:45 p.m. Reservations are due by Nov. 28 (including name, address, phone, and $3.50/person) to: Lola Coats, Remington High School, 8850 NW Meadowlark Rd., Whitewater, KS  67154 or call (316) 799-2123, ext.103.

Christmas Gala jazz concert with Bethel College Jazz Ensembles 1 & 2 on Fri., Dec. 2 at 8 p.m., in Krehbiel Auditorium.
Kauffman Museum First-Saturday Bird Walk: Join experienced birders Gregg Friesen and Rod Wedel on Sat., Dec. 3 at 9 a.m. in the museum parking lot for a walk of 1 to 1.5 hours.
Organ recital with David Cason on Sun., Dec. 4 at 4 p.m., in the Bethel College Administration Building chapel (note change in date from some printed calendars).

Tabor College presents Handel’s Messiah at 7 p.m. on Sun., Dec. 4 at the Hillsboro Menn. Brethren Church, bringing together current students, alumni, friends of Tabor and the community. Fellowship, coffee and cookies will follow the concert.
Five Places of Christmas: Bethel College Women’s Association will join with Kauffman Museum for this annual holiday event, Sat., Dec. 3 from 10 a.m.–4 p.m. at the museum. Homemade candy (by the pound) and baked goods for sale, performances by Bethel College Academy of Performing Arts students, pictures with Mrs. Santa, music on the historic Teschemacher-Deknatel-Van der Smissen parlor organ at 3 p.m., and free admission to the museum, including the special exhibit “Memory Matters: Works by Gesine Janzen.”
(The Bethel College Women’s Association Council needs your help in providing Christmas cookies, peppernuts, cinnamon rolls, candy, and other Christmas baked goods to sell; please bring your goodies to the Kauffman Museum on Fri., Dec. 2 during museum hours or Sat. morning between 8-10 a.m. Thank you for your help!).

31st annual Lighting of the Green at Bethel College on Sun., Dec. 4 at 8 p.m.
The Newton Et Cetera Shop is seeking new volunteers! If you (or your Sunday school class or your small group) have part of a day a month to help at the store, please let us know. Our next “New Volunteer Orientation” is Tue., Dec. 6, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at the store. Please call (316) 283-9461 if you’d like to sign up.
You are cordially invited to join the Women in Mission on Thur., Dec. 8 at 6:15 p.m. at d’Veers Family Center (Elbing) for a Christmas supper. Program by Bonnie, Allie and Ashley. Offering will be for the Everything Beautiful Gift Shop (Lame Deer, MT). Please sign-up on the bulletin board  by Nov. 27).
The McPherson Community Brass Choir, directed by Jerry Toews, will be giving a Christmas Brass Concert at Alexanderwohl Menn. Ch. (rural Goessel) on Sun., Dec 11 at 7 p.m.
A seminar–Creating your retirement income strategy–will be held at 7 p.m. on Mon., Dec. 12 at Everence Financial (371 N. Old Highway 81, Hesston). Robert Wall will address having enough for retirement and making your savings last in the markets, with time for questions. To reserve your spot, contact (620) 327-4043, (877) 467-7294, or <darlene.buller@everence.com>.
You’re invited to an MCC Christmas Soiree for a delicious and fun holiday celebration on Thur., Dec. 15 from 5–7 p.m. at the MCC Center in North Newton. At 6 p.m. we’ll hear from MCC International Volunteer Exchange Participants about the work they are doing in Kansas and the Christmas traditions from their home countries of Laos and Egypt. Good food, live music and great fellowship—everyone is welcome to join in the fun!
On Sat., Dec. 17 at 2:30 p.m.-ish, all of Camp Mennoscah’s summer youth camp volunteers throughout the years (including summer staff, nurses, cooks, counselors, program directors, etc.) are welcome to gather at camp for a time of hanging out, eating cookies, and having a blast. We’ll have a white elephant gift exchange (grab something and wrap it up) for anyone interested. Cookies and hot drinks will be provided; bring something else tasty to share. Families are invited.
The Tabor Menn. Ch. Youth Fellowship (rural Newton) will share their annual living nativity, Night in the Barn, on Dec. 17 and 18 from 6-8 p.m. Meet the friendly goat, the large cow with her little calf, the peaceful sheep, and donkeys that share their love of people. The story this year will be from the perspective of a sheep that witnessed the first Christmas, from a new book by Kim Funk called Christmas at the Stable. The come-and-go event includes Christmas carols around a bonfire, hot drinks and snacks. Admission is free; donations to the youth group will be accepted. Directions to Night in the Barn:  From Goessel: 3 miles N on Hwy 15, 4 miles E on 150th, ¾ mile N on Falcon. (Follow these directions and not GPS). For more info, call (620) 386-0709.
You are invited to a community rendition of Handel’s Messiah First Menn. Ch.’s Choir (Newton) on Sun., Dec. 18 at 7 p.m. 
A revised resolution on Israel/Palestine had been prepared for consideration by delegates at the 2017 Mennonite Church USA Assembly in Orlando, FL, with an invitation for church members to offer feedback about it by Dec. 20 (it will be submitted to the MC USA Resolutions Committee in Jan., 2017). See <http://mennoniteusa.org/menno-snapshots/seeking-peace-israel-palestine/> to read the resolution and find an online feedback form.

