MCC Material Resource need update: Current needs to fill kit bag gaps are: rulers (flat, flexible plastic; indicating both 30 cm and 12 in), hand towels (dark color), dressmaker’s scissors, bar soap (packaged, not boxed) and infant sleepers. Your donation of these items in person, via Amazon Smile or check (designated MCC Kits) is appreciated; thank you for all your generous contributions! Questions? Call (316) 283-2720.
Contact Information Update

Pastor Ray has a new cellphone, now with a local number: (316) 217-2012. But, alas… remember that cellphones essentially don’t work in Elbing, so continue to use the parsonage landline—(316) 799-1200 as his primary phone contact.
Thank You…

…for your thoughts and prayers these last several weeks as once again I’ve struggled with shingles.
–Evelynn Andres

Pray This Week for…

• Pastor Rosie, recuperating at home from her second (left) knee replacement surgery last Tue. 
• Delila Wedel, not always able to worship with us.

• our congregation, as we prepare to celebrate the Lord’s Supper together next Sunday.

• Adam Fontana, new director of instrumental music at Bethel College, as he leads the Wind Ensemble in concert this afternoon for the first time.
• Western District Conference pastor peer groups who meet regularly for counsel, encouragement and prayer together.
• Jonathan Brenneman of Mennonite Mission Network, as he begins a one-year Mennonite Voluntary Service assignment helping implement the Israel-Palestine Partners in Peacemaking resolution adopted by Mennonite Church USA delegates at the Kansas City convention.
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September 25, 2016
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Worship at 10:45 a.m.
Gathering Song
“Glorious things of thee are spoken”
HWB #619
Welcome, Introductions, Announcements
Prelude

Reinhild Janzen
Call to Worship

#97, Words for Worship 1

Leader: The Lord is in his holy temple; 



let all the earth be silent before him.


People: God is here among us and within us. 



We await God’s word.


L:
God’s greatness fills us with wonder and with awe.


P:
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;



the whole earth is full of his glory.


All: We worship a holy God, 



who inhabits our world and lives within us.

Children’s Time 

Doug and Margaret Brewer
Hymn
“By the waters of Babylon”
SJ #22
Scripture Readings
Song of Songs 3:6-11; Revelation 14:1-3
Sermon
“Marching to Zion”
Ray Reimer
Response Hymn
“Come, we that love the Lord”
HWB #14
Offering
Mennonite Central Committee – Meat Canning

Offertory

Reinhild Janzen
Sharing Celebrations and Concerns: Prayer
Ray Reimer
Sending Song
“Holy God, we praise”
HWB #121
Benediction and Postlude

Josh and Kristy Andres, Greeters
Edna Andres, Piano

Lois Friesen, Worship Leader
Margaret Brewer, Song Leader
Ray Reimer and Rosie Epp, Co-Pastors
(316) 799-1200
Last Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Worship attendance (including 1 visitor):
81
This Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Spiritual Life Board meal / meeting
Noon, Today

Food & Thought meets @ J&R Janzen’s
5 p.m., Today

Community hotdog roast & playground dedication
6 p.m., Wed.

BC Fall Festival
Sat., etc.

Mowing at Church: David and Josh Andres
Before next Sun.
Greeters: …
Next Sun.

Musicians: Carol / Carol / Carol
Next Sun.

Offering: Local Fund
Next Sun.
Calendar of Upcoming Zion Events

Worldwide Communion Sunday
Oct. 2
Communion “field trip” by pastor and deacons 
p.m., Oct. 2
Wheat State Manor Vespers; Overflow class leads
4 p.m., Oct. 2
Deacons meet
7 p.m., Oct. 4

Wednesday evening programming and meal resume
Oct. 5

Open offering designated for Local Fund
Oct. 9
Governing Council meets
7 p.m., Oct. 10
WDC Fall Reference Council@Dallas
9 a.m.-3 p.m., Oct. 22

Meat Canning @ NNewton MCC warehouse
Nov. 1-3

Other Events and Announcements

Pastors Ray and Rosie’s Schedules: One of them is at the church office weekday mornings by about 9 a.m.… although for the next weeks their office schedule will be irregular as Rosie works on recuperating and has therapy appointments (feel free to check at the parsonage). Ray’s pastor peer cluster meets this Tue. noon.
Adult Sunday School elective during Sept.: The Holy Land, understanding the Israel/Palestine struggle from a Biblical perspective. What does it mean that God promised the land to Abraham and Sarah and their descendants? 
The Bethel College Student Government Organization is hosting a special exhibit of Bethel student art-related contributions at Kauffman Museum. All are invited to a reception, including poetry readings, steel-drum music, “The Big Apple” food truck, Salted Creamery ice cream and more, from 2-4 p.m. on Sun., Sept. 25 celebrating the grand opening of the Smithsonian’s National Museum of African American History and Culture in Washington, D.C. For more info, contact <zacharyrpreheim@bethelks.edu> or <kileydvarney@bethelks.edu>.
John C. Murray will be completing his term of service as one of the pastors at Hesston Menn. Ch. at the end of Sept. after 17 years. The community is invited to a Farewell Reception on Sun., Sept. 25 from 2:30-4:00 p.m. in the church’s community center.
Bethel College Wind Ensemble on Sun., Sept. 25 at 3 p.m. in Memorial Hall; featuring music by Holst, Susato and Della Joio (Nick Preheim is a member of the wind ensemble).
On Sun., Sept. 25, Tabor Menn. Ch. (rural Newton) will be hosting a hymn sing and faspa at 4 p.m. as part of The Concert Across America to End Gun Violence. Come and sing songs of peace and lament in memory of those who have died from senseless gun violence. The event is in cooperation with Faiths United <http://concert.faithsunited.org/>. Questions? Call (620) 367-2318 or e-mail <tabor@tabormennonite.org>.

Come to the Grace Hill Menn. Ch. hog roast on Sun., Sept. 25, from 5-8 p.m. for food, yard games, fellowship, and music. Free will donation for area food banks. See you there!
All are invited to Hesston College campus Sept. 28 to Oct. 2, for “Home Sweet Hesston,” a shared homecoming celebration for Hesston College, Hesston High School and the community. The weekend will highlight alumni gatherings and noted conflict transformation author John Paul Lederach as keynote presenter at the college. A community-wide meal and parade kicks off the festivities on Wed., Sept. 27. Registration for college events is due by Fri., Sept. 23. For more info, a full schedule or registration, visit <hesston.edu/homecoming>.
The Hoffnungsau Menn. Ch. (rural Inman) annual Mission Supper is scheduled Sat., Oct. 15 from 5-7 p.m. Benefits support Mobility Worldwide providers of Personal Energy Transportation Carts. Menu is German sausage, mashed potatoes, gravy, creamed peas, applesauce, zwieback and pie. Questions: call (620) 585-6733 or visit Hoffnungsau on Facebook.
Enjoy the festivities at the Tabor College Homecoming Events on Oct. 21-22, including a new history of the college’s football program and a production of Shakespeare’s Comedy of Errors. See the full schedule at <https://tabor.edu/homecoming/>.

Western District Conference Reference Council will be held at Luz del Evangelio in Dallas, TX, on Oct. 22 from 9 a.m.–3 p.m., with scripture reflections by theologian Lois Barrett, storytelling and table conversations on the theme “Held Together in Mission: Being Church in the Urban Context.” Lunch will be provided; contributions will be invited to help cover expenses. Interested in carpooling from Kansas? Let us know! Hotel suggestions at: <http://mennowdc.org/annual-assembly/#2016fallReference>. Please RSVP to WDC by Oct. 10.
MEDA Convention: “Women Changing the World.” Join MEDA for 4 days of inspiration, information and networking in San Antonio, TX, on Oct. 27-30. Plenary sessions on entrepreneurship and women in business. Call 1 (800) 665-7026 for info; full descriptions at <www.medaconvention.org>.

New MCC Central States staff: Sarah Fleming is the new regional Thrift Shop Coordinator, providing support and services to the 11 thrift shops as well as seeking out future thrift opportunities; she will work from her home in Iola, KS. Kate Mast is the new regional Workroom Supervisor, overseeing material aid donations and the coordination of collecting, assembling and distribution of MCC kits, which includes providing educational opportunities and volunteer management.
Invite all your friends—or at least one or two!—to Zion’s hotdog roast and playground dedication on Wed., Sept. 28, at 6 p.m. Bring a side dish, roasting sticks, and a lawn chair; hotdogs, buns, drink and s’mores provided (so no desserts needed).
Everence® encourages young adults (especially) to join Darryl Dahlheimer, Program Director for LSS Financial Counseling, for a live chat designed to help people think about how their faith affects their financial decisions. Conquering your debt: the overlooked key to faith and finances will be at 8 p.m. (EDT) on Wed., Sept. 28. Visit <https://stewardshipresources.org/compass-live-chats> for more info or to register.
Fall Story Hour (ages 3-5) begins Thur., Sept. 29 at 10 a.m. at the Western District Conference Resource Library (running through Thur., Nov. 17). Join Carol Flickinger for stories, activities, and lots of fun. Please let us know if you’re planning to attend at <https://goo.gl/forms/qo6YEhOux4gZKNsj2> or (316) 283-6300. 
Opening reception for “Revelations in Wood: The Sculpture of John Gaeddert, 1950-2015,” on Fri., Sept. 30 from 6-8 p.m., Regier Art Gallery in Luyken Fine Arts Center at Bethel College. The exhibit will be in the gallery through Oct. 28; regular hours are Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.–5 p.m., Sun., 2-4 p.m.  Special Fall Festival hours Sat., Oct. 1, 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Kauffman Museum First-Saturday Bird Walk: Join experienced birders Gregg Friesen and Rod Wedel on Sat., Oct. 1 at 7:30 a.m. in the museum parking lot for a walk of 1 to 1.5 hours. Please be aware this walk is on an unpaved trail that is sometimes sloping.
Alumni and community members are invited to perform The Promise of Living by Aaron Copland at the Hesston College/Hesston High School Gala Concert at 8 p.m., Sat., Oct. 1 at Hesston Menn. Ch.  Chorus members and instrumentalists will rehearse on Thur. evening, Sept. 29 and Sat., Oct. 1, 4 to 6 p.m. The concert features a wide variety of genres and performance groups highlighting the musical gifts of students and alumni. Visit <hesston.edu/promiseofliving> to register to perform, or contact <russell.adrian@hesston.edu>.

Volunteer Opportunities for Bethel College Fall Fest on Sat., Oct. 1: Volunteers are needed for New Year’s cookie making. There are new shifts! This year the first shift begins at 7:15–9 a.m. for fryers and 7:30-9 a.m. for those who sugar and pack. The next shift begins at 9 a.m. and following shifts begin on the hour, so you can catch your favorite campus program. Volunteers are also desired for pie baking. This year Bethel College Women’s Association will sell pie by the slice! Pies can be fruit, pecan, shoo-fly or your favorite (however, NO cream–sorry). They are to be baked in 9" disposable pans and can be taken to the Student Center either Fri. evening or Sat. morning. Sign up sheets are on the bulletin board.
Book signing with Kimberly D. Schmidt, Hyattsville, MD, author of the 2016 young adult novel Magpie’s Blanket on Sat., Oct. 1 at 3 p.m., Kauffman Museum.

All are invited for a time of music and inspiration along with a delicious home-style dinner at the Gospel Echoes Team Annual Kansas Banquet at 6:30 p.m. on Tue., Oct. 4 at Journey@Yoder. For complimentary tickets contact (620) 694-9823.
Zion’s Education Board and others have been hard at work gearing up for another season of Wednesday evening activities, resuming on Oct. 5. Maestro Nick Preheim will again direct the adult choir; all singers are heartily encouraged to join! Pastor Ray will lead the adult Bible study, focusing on selected themes and passage from Exodus this fall (coordinating with Sunday sermons). The schedule will be the same as last year: 
6:00 p.m.
• supper

6:30 p.m.
• activities for children ages 3–10, with Shalom Readers’ Club on second Wednesdays


• adult choir practice

7:15 p.m.
• adult Bible study
Cemetery mowing: As it was unclear last spring how much mowing would be needed; thus, no one was scheduled after Sept.  With our semi-tropical summer/fall, it’s clear we’ll need to keep mowing into Oct. (or later?). Anyone who would like to volunteer (either those who’ve already taken a turn, or new folks), please contact Grant Klingenberg. 

The public is encouraged to participate in Together We Walk on Sat., Oct. 8 from 10 a.m.–2 p.m. at 6th and Main (Newton) by Back Alley Pizza, with all proceeds going to Trinity Heights Respite Care. Come and enjoy live music by “Outside The Walls,” and other local artists, face painting, and bounce houses. Register at <runsignup.com/Race/KS/Newton/TogetherWeWalk>; for more info, contact <respite-care@att.net>.
Lawrence and Betty Hart will be honored at a celebration dinner on Sat., Oct. 8, from 5 to 8 p.m. for their faithfulness in their work with Mennonite Indian Leaders Council (GC), Native Mennonite Ministries of Mennonite Church USA and Mennonite Central Committee. Friends are invited to join the celebration at the Frisco Center (101 S. 4th St., Clinton, OK). For more info and to register, go to <http://mennoniteusa.org/news/celebrate-the-faithful-work-of-lawrence-and-betty-hart/>.

All are invited to Emmaus Church’s fall conference on Oct. 9–12. Several area pastors will offer input on “Valuing Marriage in a Culture that Doesn’t.” Sessions are Sun., 6:30 p.m.; Mon.–Wed., 7 and 8 p.m. Childcare available. A detailed schedule is posted.

Everence Financial will present its informational seminar, “Creating your retirement income strategy,” at 7 p.m. on Mon., Oct. 10. Robert Wall will speak about having enough for retirement, making your savings last and coping with the financial markets; there will be time for questions. The seminars will be held at Everence Financial, 371 N. Old Highway 81, Hesston. To reserve a spot, contact (620) 327-4043, (877) 467-7294 or <darlene.buller@everence.com>.
A celebration and fundraising dinner for IBA (Instituto Bíblico Anabautista / Anabaptist biblical Institute) will take place Fri., Oct. 14 at 6:30 p.m. at First Menn. Ch. (Newton). In addition to a dinner prepared by Chef Carlos Lujano (by donation), the evening will include a short program with a testimony by Miguel Alatorre (an IBA student), and a dance performance by the children of Iglesia Menonita Casa Betania. Questions? Contact (316) 281-4342 or <VioletaA@Mennonite Education.org>.
