Bethel College is currently hosting “Building Bridges” in the Regier Art Gallery in Luyken Fine Arts Center. The works by Iraqi and Palestinian refugee artists are for sale by silent auction, with proceeds going to support the artists. Mel Lehman, director of the sponsoring organization (Common Humanity) speaks at Bethel Wed., Sept. 21, during Life Enrichment, and Fri., Sept. 23, 11 a.m. in Krehbiel Auditorium—which is also the last day to place bids, and the date of the exhibit’s closing reception. Regular gallery hours are Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and Sun., 2-4 p.m.
On Sat., Sept. 24, from 1:30–4:30 p.m., Kauffman Museum will host (for one afternoon only!) the traveling exhibit “A Place for All People” that celebrates the grand opening of the Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture. At 3 p.m., director Annette LeZotte will present a program on how the national museum developed and how it changes the landscape of the National Mall in Washington, D.C.
Ever wondered how you could turn investments into a blessing for a non-profit? You’re invited to a “Sharing and Saving” event co-sponsored by Everence and the Harvey Co. Homeless Shelter at 6:30–8:30 p.m. on Tue., Sept. 20, at Faith Menn. Ch. (Newton).

Harvey Co. Homeless Shelter has a new volunteer coordinator… and is looking to update its list of volunteers. If you have been volunteering—or would like to start—please contact <shannon@hchs-ks.com> (preferred) or call (316) 283-7711.
Pray This Week for…

• Hesston College alumni and friends, who are reconnecting with one another on an Explore Kansas trip today. Pray for their safe travels and thank God for their continued commitment to the college.
• the UK Mennonite Trust (previously the London Mennonite Centre) as it provides resources for Anabaptism in the United Kingdom, in partnership with Mennonite Mission Network. Pray for chairperson Stuart Murray Williams as he mentors the next generation of Anabaptist leaders.
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September 4, 2016
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Worship at 10:45 a.m.
Gathering Song
“Peace before us”
SS #16
Welcome, Introductions, Announcements
Prelude


Call to Worship

From MCUSA: A Spirituality of Justice

Leader: Hear, O people, the Lord, our God, is one. God created us with a heart for passion, compassion, and love.


People: We shall love the Lord, our God, with all our heart.


L:
God created us with a soul for worship, contemplation, and awe.


P:
We shall love the Lord, our God, with all our soul.


L:
God created us with a mind to think, study, and explore.


P:
We shall love the Lord, our God, with all our mind.


L:
God created us with will, power, and determination.


P:
We shall love the Lord, our God, with all our strength.


L:
So, we come into this space of God’s presence to worship God.


P:
With all our heart, soul, mind, and strength.

Children’s Time 

Rosie Epp
Hymn
“God of grace and God of glory”
HWB #366
Scripture Readings
Isaiah 5:1-7; Matthew 21:28-32
Sermon
“Sanctuary Christian or Field Christian”
Alex Awad
Response Hymn
“Healer of our every ill”
HWB #377
Offering
Local Fund
Offertory
Mission Moments: Blessing of Dave and Elena Wiebe for service

Sharing Celebrations and Concerns

Prayer

Rosie Epp
Sending Song
“The Lord lift you up”
SJ #73
Benediction and Meal Blessing
Postlude

Ted and Sharon Regier, Greeters
Marcene Entz, Piano

Ray Reimer and Rosie Epp, Co-Pastors and Worship Leaders
Last Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Worship attendance (including 2 visitors):
85
This Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Alex Awad speaks during S.S.
9:45 a.m., Today

Congregational potluck meal
Noon, Today

Deacons meet
7 p.m., Tue.

WDC Women and Girls Retreat @ Camp Mennoscah
Fri.–Sun.

Mowing at Church: Mike Scott
Before next Sun.
Mowing at Cemetery: Thurman and Jeremy Entz
Within next two weeks

Greeters: Alden and Laura Entz
Next Sun.

Musicians: Bonnie / Bonnie / Edna
Next Sun.

Offering: Mennonite College(s) (donor specification)
Next Sun.
Calendar of Upcoming Zion Events

Governing Council meets
7 p.m., Sept. 12

Weldon Martens, guest preacher
10:45 a.m., Sept. 18

Spiritual Life Board meal / meeting
Noon, Sept. 25

Community hotdog roast & playground dedication
Sept. 28

Worldwide Communion Sunday
Oct. 2

Wheat State Manor Vespers; Overflow class leads
4 p.m., Oct. 2
Wednesday evening programming and meal resume
Oct. 5
Other Events and Announcements

This Sunday’s offering is for the local fund. As was noted several weeks ago, Zion has incurred unexpected expenses due to an anomalous electrical event, and those bills are coming in. Your increased donations are much appreciated.

We welcome all who have gathered for worship this day, visitors and regular attendees alike! We also invite all to stay for the potluck lunch (whether you brought food or not; there will be plenty). A special greeting is extended to our morning’s speaker, Rev. Alex Awad, who has held many positions in his life: pastor of the East Jerusalem Baptist Church, dean and professor at Bethlehem Bible College, missionary with the United Methodist Church, author of several books. Among other activities at present, he is serving as a resource within Mennonite Church USA as we ponder the tabled resolution “Israel-Palestine.”
Pastors Ray and Rosie’s Schedules: One of them is at the church office weekday mornings by about 9 a.m., Ray on Mon., Thur., & Fri., Rosie on Tue. & Wed. (she’s at IRC on Thur.). This week Ray has a WDC Executive Board meeting Wed. evening.
The church directory is being updated. You will find small slips of paper in your mailboxes. Please update any information or simply return the slip if all is correct to the box below the mailboxes. There are also sheets posted on the bulletin board in the sanctuary overflow of “members at a distance” that need to be updated as well; please write any known updates on the sheets. Contact Allie Klingenberg with any questions. 

Adult Sunday School elective during Sept.: The Holy Land, understanding the Israel/Palestine struggle from a Biblical perspective. What does it mean that God promised the land to Abraham and Sarah and their descendants? Worship themes will coordinate with these topics in September.

Western District Conf. and Zion Menn. Ch. will host evangelical Christian Palestinian leader Rev. Alex Awad for presentations in central KS from Sept. 2-6, in response to the Mennonite Church USA resolution on Palestine/Israel.  Rev. Awad will speak on Sun., Sept. 4, in 9:45 a.m. Sunday  School and 10:45 a.m. worship at Zion Menn. Ch., (Elbing), and at 7 p.m. at Lorraine Ave. Menn. Ch. (Wichita). Rev. Awad will also visit Bethel, Hesston and Tabor colleges for presentations. All events free and open to the public. For more info see: <http://mennowdc.org/rev-alex-awad-palestinian-speaker-september-2-6-2016/>. 
“Laughter is Sacred Space” presented by Ted & Co. is on tour and coming to Buhler, KS during Suicide Prevention Awareness Month on Sun., Sept. 4 at 7 p.m. at Buhler High School (611 N Main St., Buhler, KS 67522). $2 admission, open to the public. Sponsored by Buhler Menn. Ch. and NAMI-Reno County. For more info, see <www.tedandcompany.com/events/laughter-is-sacred-space-buhler-ks/>; call (620) 543-2733; or e-mail <bmcpastor@gmail.com>.
Centering Prayer will not meet Mon., Sept. 5 (Labor Day), but continues most Mondays from noon–1 p.m. in Agape Center in Richert House on the Bethel College campus. Try it once, come occasionally or join us regularly. For more info, contact <2nathankoontz@gmail.com>, or <mzuercher@bethelks.edu>.
Urgent Need: Come to the MCC Kit Bag Assembly Party on Fri., Sept. 9, 9 a.m.-–3 p.m. at MCC warehouse in Newton; lunch will be provided. Cutting, ironing and sewing stations will be set up to help meet the need. Call (316) 283-2720 to RSVP. Please indicate if you can bring a sewing machine or serger that day. Donations of medium weight cotton fabric at least one yard in length and neutral thread are needed (no heavy denim or double knit).

Registration forms for the Western District Women and Girls Retreat at Camp Mennoscah on Sept. 9–11 are now available under the bulletin board. Info is also posted online at: <http://mennowdc.org/women-girls-retreat/>.
The Kansas MDS is calling for volunteers to do some fencing and chainsaw work at Medicine Lodge for Sat., Sept. 10. A group of volunteers will leave at 6 a.m. from First Menn. Ch. (Newton). Volunteers are asked to RSVP by calling Kansas Unit Coordinator Gordon Unruh at (620) 747-0835 (also, for more info).

Work and Play Camp (a time of fellowship and service for all ages and abilities) runs from Sept. 16-20; the Camp Mennoscah Association Annual Meeting will be on Sun., Sept. 18 at 5:30 p.m.. Register online at <www.campmennoscah.org>, find the brochure under Retreats, or call us at (620) 297-3290. 

Everence Financial will present its informational seminar, “Creating your retirement income strategy,” at 7 p.m. on Mon.,  Sept. 12 and Oct. 10. Robert Wall will speak about having enough for retirement, making your savings last and coping with the financial markets; there will be time for questions. The seminars will be held at Everence Financial, 371 N. Old Highway 81, Hesston. To reserve a spot, contact (620) 327-4043, (877) 467-7294 or <darlene.buller@everence.com>.
The annual MCC Flatlander Bike Ride will be held on Sat., Sept. 17, starting at the N. Newton MCC office at 8 a.m.; rides of app. 35, 45, and 65 miles (as well as a shorter family ride) are planned. This year’s ride will raise funds for an MCC water project in Mozambique. A brochure with more info is posted; or, see <mcc.org/get-involved/events/mcc-flatlander-bicycle-ride>, where you can also register online.
KIPCOR Film Series opens the 2016-17 year with On the Bride’s Side, which examines what faces those trying to escape Syria and Lebanon for Europe; Sun., Sept. 18 at 3 p.m. in Krehbiel Aud. in Bethel’s Fine Arts Center; talk-back follows with Jennifer Doran-Pena, executive director, International Rescue Committee, Wichita.

Jesus calls us to visit the prisoner! At Hutchinson Correctional Facility there are over 80 prisoners who are waiting for a visit.  Through Offender/Victim Ministries’ M-2 Program, you have the opportunity to visit an inmate one evening a month. New Volunteer training for M-2 will be on Mon., Sept. 19 at 12:00 p.m. at Hutch Correctional Facility or Tue., Sept. 20 at 6:30 p.m. at Hesston College, Kropf Center, Rm. 160.  Please contact Ben Kreider for more info at <ben@offendervictimministries.org> or (316) 281 5244.  
Camp Mennoscah is looking for volunteers through the winter for various projects, including the kitchen/dining hall renovations.  If interested, please send your name, e-mail address, and info about skills you have to <office@campmennoscah.org>; you’ll be contacted as needs arise. 

