Christmas greetings to the congregation from various institutions and members who are homebound or at a distance are posted.

Ordinary radical, author and speaker Shane Claiborne will be the featured speaker at Hesston College’s 2016 Anabaptist Vision and Discipleship Series conference Feb. 19–21. The conference, “Not Just on Sunday,” will explore what it means to be a 24/7 disciple of Christ. For a full schedule, registration and speaker information, visit <http://www.hesston.edu/events/avds/> on the web.
Harvey Co. Homeless Shelter is inviting all to “Deck the Halls”—a fundraising “non-event” between Oct. 16 and Dec. 31—a fun way to contribute to the ministry of the Shelter and ensure balanced books this year. They also solicit pledges for support during 2016. Information is posted on the bulletin board. For more info, contact (316) 283-7711 or <james@hchs-ks.com>.

Thank You…

…to the Deacons and Pastors at Zion for hosting a faspa a couple weeks ago for those in care facilities and their peers; it brought back good memories of the food, fellowship and support we’ve appreciated in our congregation over the years.
–Doris Regier
…for your visits, prayers and encouragement after my recent surgery. Thanks!

–Alden Entz

Pray This Week for…

• traveling safety for those returning home in stormy weather after holiday visits.
• thanksgiving to God for all who contribute generously of their financial gifts, prayers and volunteer time to support the work of Western District Conference.
• Alisha and Joshua Garber of Mennonite Mission Network, who request prayers for wisdom for LCC International University in Lithuania and for all Mission Network personnel in Europe as they try to find appropriate and Christ-centered responses to the massive influx of refugees
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December 27, 2015: The First Sunday after Christmas:
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Worship at 10:45 a.m.
Gathering Song
“Praise the Lord, sing hallelujah”
HWB #50
Welcome, Introductions, Announcements

Prelude
“Carol of the Bells”


–Leontovych; arr. Heather Sorenson

Call to Worship

Leader: Praise the Lord, sing praise all the heights!

People: Praise God, sun and moon. 



Sing praise, all you shining stars!

L:
Praise God, all the earth. 



Sing praise, all fruit trees and hills!

P:
Praise God, all you animals.


Sing praise creeping things and flying birds!

All: Young men and women alike, old and young together,


Let all that has life and breath praise God!

Opening Prayer
Children’s Time
Rosie Epp
Lighting the Christ Candle


1:
Together, we light a candle on this Sunday to celebrate the arrival of Jesus in our midst. God comes to us in the utter freedom of vulnerable love.

2:
In a baby’s cry entering the world for the first time.

1:
We confess, God, that we sometimes prefer a disembodied gospel—one that doesn’t get us involved in the world you created.

2:
Yet, you have come into all of our messyness, troubles, and sin. Oh, how great your love for us!

1:
We light this candle to celebrate that Great Love that comes into our world and into our lives. Help us to cherish that love.

2:
To bask in that love. To experience forgiveness and new life in that love. May that love ignite in us a flame of love for others.

Prayer of Liberation, and Removing of Chain
Hymn
“O little town of Bethlehem”
HWB #191
Offering
Mennonite Church USA



Offertory
“Gesu Bambino”



–Yon, arr. Cindy Berry
Scripture Readings
Isa 63.7-9; Matt 2.13-15
Zach Preheim
Sermon
“A Middle Eastern Refugee Crisis”
Ray Reimer

Time of Quiet

Response Hymn
“Holy Child within the manger”
SS #28
Sharing Celebrations and Concerns: Prayer
Rosie Epp
Benedictory Hymn
“Hark! the herald angels sing”
HWB #201
Postlude

Josh and Kristy Andres, Greeters
Lois Friesen, Worship Leader
Karen Andres and Marcene Entz, Piano/Organ

Ray Reimer and Rosie Epp, Co-Pastors
(316) 799-1200
Last Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Worship attendance (including 1 visitor):
85
Offering: Harvey Co. Homeless Shelter
$791
This Week at Zion Mennonite Church

No mid-week programming
Dec. 30

Greeters: Kyle and Liz Rutschman family
Next Sun.

Musicians: Karen / Karen / Karen
Next Sun.
Offering: Local Fund
Next Sun.
Calendar of Upcoming Zion Events

Cong. meeting for reports & projects
7:15 p.m., Jan. 6, 2016

Epiphany communion (w “field trip” in p.m.)
Jan. 10

Spiritual Life Board meal / meeting
Noon, Jan. 10

Deacons meet
7 p.m., Jan. 12

Regular mid-week programming resumes
6–8 p.m., Jan. 13

Pastors on vacation
Jan. 18-24

Wheat State Manor Vespers; […] class leads
5 p.m., Jan. 27

WDC/WiM Sister Care seminar @ BCMC
Jan. 29-30

Governing Council meets
7 p.m., Feb. 8

First Sunday in Lent
Feb. 14

Report from Wes and Deb Bergen on MMN term
Feb. 28

Other Events and Announcements

Pastors Ray and Rosie’s Schedules: One of them is at the church office weekday mornings by about 9 a.m., Ray on Mon., Thur., & Fri., Rosie on Tue. & Wed. (she’s at IRC on Mon. & Thur.). They’ll take an extra day off this week as Canadian relatives visit.
Those who have been using Dillon’s Community Rewards Program to support Offender / Victim Ministries (or any other nonprofit that has registered) are reminded that they need to visit <https://www.dillons.com/communityrewards> shortly after the first of the year to re-enroll and designate the organization they wish to support.
Zion’s congregational meeting for reports and projects has been called for Wed., Jan. 6 at 7:15 p.m. Agenda items are anticipated to include: reports, planning of HVAC replacements, the possibility of a reserve fund, and an update on facilities considerations. Boards are invited to meet at 6:30 p.m. for reorganization (board members will be offered supper). The Governing Council will meet after the congregational meeting as needed.
Consider attending the Sister Care seminar entitled “Equipping Women for Caring Ministry,” sponsored by Western District Mennonite Women, on Jan. 29-30, 2016 at Bethel College Menn. Ch. (N. Newton). Info on bulletin board, or check with Nadine for registration slips, etc.
