Pastors Ray and Rosie invite you to enjoy some goodies and warm fellowship at a Christmas Open House at the parsonage on Sun., Dec. 13; drop by anytime between 4–6 p.m.!
Gifts for a Refugee Family: Zion members have the opportunity to purchase Christmas gifts for a refugee family from Congo, con-sisting of a 31-year-old mother and her six children who arrived in Wichita earlier this year (this will be their first Christmas in the U.S.). Consider selecting a tag from the small Christmas tree, buying a gift for the person listed, and bringing it to church no later than Wed, Dec. 16. Questions? Contact Pastor Rosie.
If you’ve ever been a summer staffer at Camp Mennoscah during the past 67 years, you’re invited to a near-Christmas gathering on Sat., Dec. 19 at 2:30 p.m. Meet in the camp dining hall to hang out, chat, play games, and tell stories with staffers across the years. We’ll provide hot drinks and some cookies; bring snacks to share. Spouses, significant others, and kids are also invited. Call (620) 297-3290 with questions.

Mennonite Central Committee–Central States is accepting applications for a Director of Programs, who will be responsible for the direction and oversight of all of MCC-Central States Programs. Find more details at <serve.mcc.org> (look for Director of Programs-CS) or e-mail our Human Resources Coordinator at <heidihuber@mcc.org>.
Pray This Week for…

• Edna Andres, recuperating from back surgery this last Tuesday.
• Martha Wedel, who is unable to worship with us regularly; she’ll celebrate her 83rd birthday Saturday.
• God’s faithfulness to Western District Conference through times of transition, challenge and new opportunity.
• Colleen and Pablo Fast of Mennonite Mission Network, who are rejoicing because of church growth in Brazil! Pray for continued commitment of six members of a small group who all made a decision to follow Christ this summer.
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Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Worship at 10:45 a.m.
Gathering Song
“When morning gilds the skies”
 Adult Choir

–arr. Robert E. Grass

Welcome, Introductions, Announcements
Kara Klingenberg
Prelude



Call to Worship

Grant Klingenberg

Leader: With thankful hearts, we gather for worship.



We give thanks for God’s steadfast love, 



turning parched lands into springs of water.



Today we eagerly wait for God to satisfy the thirsty,




and to fill the hungry with good things.


All: Lord of life, all our longings are known to you.


Send our roots rain; refresh us and make us whole.

Special Music
“Of one heart and one soul”
Adult Choir



–Karen K. Andres

Children’s Time

Derek Klingenberg
Hymn
“Here from all nations”
HWB #296
Scripture
Readers Theatre
Psalm 107

Kara Klingenberg, Josh Andres, Steph Entz and Russell Entz


–paraphrased by Lois Siemens

Sermon
“Thanksgiving after distress”
Rosie Epp
Response Hymn
“Now thank we all our God”
HWB #86
Offering
Mennonite Mission Network
Offertory
Sharing Celebrations and Concerns: Prayer
Ray Reimer
Sending Hymn
“My life flows on”
HWB #580
Benediction and Postlude
David and Karen Andres, Greeters
Allie Klingenberg, Song Leader
The Klingenberg Family, Worship Leaders
Karen Andres, Piano/Organ and Adult Choir Director
Ray Reimer and Rosie Epp, Co-Pastors
(316) 799-1200
Last Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Worship attendance (including 7 visitors):
82
Offering: Camp Mennoscah
$932.98
This Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Congregation meeting to renew pastoral call
c.11:45 a.m., Today

Wheat State Manor Vespers; Elevator class leads
5 p.m., Today

Thanksgiving service @ Wheat State Manor
7 p.m., Tue.

[No regular Mid-week programming]
 p.m., Wed.

Thanksgiving Eve Service (offering: Harvest of Love)
7 p.m., Wed.

Zion serves at Harvey Co. Homeless Shelter
Thur., Sat.

Greeters: Reynold and Deanna Entz
Next Sun.

Musicians: Julie / Julie / Julie
Next Sun.
Offering: Mennonite Central Committee
Next Sun.
Calendar of Upcoming Zion Events

First Sunday of Advent
Nov. 29

Zion serves at Harvey Co. Homeless Shelter
Nov. 30

Congregational meeting for budget & elections
11:45 a.m., Dec. 6

Deacons meet
7 p.m., Dec. 8

Deacons/Pastors sponsor faspa at Kidron-Bethel
3 p.m., Dec. 12
Christmas open house @ parsonage
4–6 p.m., Dec. 13

Material for 2015 Zion Annual Report due to Allie K.
Dec. 20
Wheat State Manor Christmas Party
7 p.m., Dec. 21

Cong. meeting for reports & projects
7:15 p.m., Jan. 6, 2016

Other Events and Announcements

Please submit any reports for the church’s annual report by Sun., Dec. 20 to <alliemawhiney@hotmail.com>. Please remember that the 2015 church year is from Dec. 2014–Nov. 2015.  Thank you!
Pastors Ray and Rosie’s Schedules: One of them is at the church office weekday mornings by about 9 a.m., Ray on Mon., Thur., & Fri., Rosie on Tue. & Wed. (she’s at IRC on Mon. & Thur.). This week Ray will have a role in the Wheat State Manor community Thanksgiving service on Tue. evening, and both will lead Zion’s Thanksgiving service Wed. evening.
It has been almost three years since we called Pastors Ray and Rosie to Zion Menn. Ch.  After considering the report of the Mission and Leadership Review Group, the Governing Council approved the following motion at its Oct. meeting: “To recommend the congregation renew the pastoral call of Ray Reimer and Rosie Epp for a five year term starting Mar. 1, 2016.” We will gather after worship on Nov. 22 to vote on this recommendation. Absentee ballots will be available beginning Nov. 1; contact Allie Klingenberg if you need one.


–Lisa Scott, Governing Council Chair

We’ll be promoting “Harvest of Love”—the annual Harvey Co. food bank campaign sponsored by the Newton Ministerial Alliance and administered by the Salvation Army—throughout Nov. Material goods as well as monetary donations are solicited. Any non-expired staple is accepted, although you’re encouraged to focus on items like: canned tuna, macaroni and cheese, spaghetti pasta and sauce, hamburger and tuna helper, cereal, peanut butter, jelly, canned vegetables, and soups. Our Thanksgiving service offering on Wed., Nov. 25 will be dedicated to the Harvest (or you may use the envelops in the shopping cart at your convenience).

Bethel College Wind Ensemble and 3rd annual Honors Band concert on Mon., Nov. 23 at 7 p.m. in Memorial Hall, with clinician and guest composer David Maslanka. Program includes Maslanka’s pieces “Tears,” “Letter to Martin” and “Give Us This Day,” as well as “Prelude, Fugue and Riffs” by Leonard Bernstein.
Wilbert and Dorothy Wiebe again invite members of area congregations to a roller skating party on Wed., Nov. 25 from 7-9 p.m. at Skate South (1900 E McArthur Rd); admission is $2.75/person. Directions posted on bulletin board.

A community Thanksgiving service will be held at Wheat State Manor on Tue., Nov. 24, at 7 p.m.; all are invited.

John Sharp will offer a Friends of the Mennonite Library and Archives presentation on his recently published book My Calling to Fulfill: The Orie O. Miller Story on Tue., Nov. 24 at 7 p.m. in Kauffman Museum auditorium (note new location).
All are invited to Zion’s Thanksgiving worship service on Wed. evening, Nov. 25, at 7 p.m. this year. In addition to reflecting on our own thankfulness to God, we will receive an offering in support of this year’s “Harvest of Love” cash collection. Any who are unable to attend but would like to participate are encouraged to direct their donations to Jeremy sometime during November. 

All are invited to Haydn’s The Creation on Thur., Nov. 26 at 7:30 p.m., presented by the Hesston College Music Department at Hesston Menn. Ch.  There will be a pre-concert lecture at 6:45 p.m. Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for students, and can be purchased at the door, or in advance at the College Bookstore.
Hesston College will host its annual Thanksgiving Weekend filled with activities for all ages Nov. 26 to 28. A schedule and registration info can be found at <hesston.edu/thanksgiving>.
GiveNow | Newton is hosting a Giving Tuesday Community Event at the Newton Rec Center (415 N Poplar, Newton) on Tue., Dec. 1 from 10 a.m.–1 p.m. and 4–7 p.m. Come visit your favorite charities; donate your change; fulfill one of the “wishes.” For more info, contact <angie@centralkansascf.org> or (316) 283-5474.
Annual sing-along to Christmas portions of Handel’s Messiah, with Bethel College orchestra and vocal soloists on Wed., Dec. 2 at 11 a.m., at Bethel College Mennonite Church; scores provided.
Remington High School is hosting their annual Senior Citizen Christmas Dinner on Fri., Dec. 4 at 12:45 p.m.  Reservations—including name, address, phone and $3/50/person—are due by Nov. 30, to Lola Coats, Remington High School, 8850 NW Meadowlark Rd, Whitewater, KS 67154.

Christmas Gala Jazz, featuring Bethel College Jazz Ensembles I and II, on Fri., Dec. 4 at 8 p.m., in Krehbiel Auditorium.

The Nativities are back! As part of Five Places of Christmas on Sat., Dec. 5 from 10 a.m.–4 p.m., the Bethel College Women’s Association will have a display of Nativity sets from around the world, set up “around the circle” in Luyken Fine Arts Center. A candy and bake sale as well as a gift shop of BCWA memorabilia will be available. At Kauffman Museum, director Annette LeZotte, an art historian, will speak on “Day or Night? Two Paintings of Christ’s Nativity” at 11 a.m. Other places are Warkentin House, Carriage Factory Gallery and the Harvey County Historical Museum. All are free.
Donna Hetrick recital, “Organ Music for Advent and Christmas,” on Sun., Dec. 6 at 3 p.m., at Ad Building chapel at Bethel College.

Holiday meal for refugees: Zion has the opportunity to join Lorraine Ave. Menn. and Grace Presbyterian churches in Wichita to host a holiday meal for refugees from International Rescue Committee on Sat., Dec 5, at 1:30 p.m. Pies, salads and volunteers are needed. If you can help with any of these, please contact Deanna Entz, Annette Voth or Pastor Rosie Epp. Thank you.
30th annual Lighting of the Green at Bethel College on Sun., Dec. 6 at 8 p.m.; refreshments to follow in the cafeteria.

Parents Night Out hosted by Hoffnungsau Menn. Ch. (rural Inman) on Sat., Dec. 12 from 5:00–9:30 p.m. A WDC Loaves and Fishes Grant was obtained to provide this outreach community service. Let us babysit while you have a date night, outing with friends or just relax at home! Games, activities, pizza (at 5:30) and more will be provided for your children. Call/text/email Barb at (620) 543-6863 or <bj.reeves@live.com> by Dec 5 to register. 
Registration slips for the 2016 season of the Kansas Mennonite Men’s Chorus are available on the poster on the bulletin board. There’s no deadline, but participants are encouraged to register before Dec. 24 so music can be ordered; rehearsals begin Feb. 22.
