As noted previously, Zion will observe Harvest Mission Sunday on Nov. 15 this year, focusing on Native American issues specific to our locale. In preparation, a number of helpful books have been placed on the east shelf of the library; you’re encouraged to read one or more. The schedule for the day will be:


9:45 a.m.
“Loss of Turtle Island” activity, led by Erica Littlewolf and Karin Kaufman Wall


10:45 a.m.
Worship, with Erica Littlewolf speaking


Noon
Carry-in fellowship meal


12:45 p.m.
“The Land We Are On,” led by John Stoesz


1:15 p.m.
“The Doctrine of Discovery,” and discussion

Erica Littlewolf is the MCC Central States staff person for the Indigenous Visioning Circle, while Karin Kaufman Wall is the Peace and Justice Coordinator. John Stoesz is currently Executive Director of Camp Mennoscah, and has researched indigenous land issues in various places across the Plains.

All are invited to Zion’s Thanksgiving worship service on Wed. evening, Nov. 25, at 7 p.m. this year. In addition to reflecting on our own thankfulness to God, we will receive an offering in support of this year’s “Harvest of Love” cash collection. 

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) in Wichita has open-ings for volunteers interested in teaching beginning and advanced level adult ESL (English as a Second Language) classes. There are both morning and afternoon classes; you do not need to be bilingual or have teaching experience. Ask Annette or Rosie for more info if interested. Get to know people from other cultures!
Pray This Week for…

• thankfulness for God’s presence at the WDC Assembly this past weekend, and for congregation members and leaders as they return home to continue God’s work in their own communities.
• Siaka Traoré, president of Evangelical Mennonite Church of Burkina Faso (partnering with Mennonite Mission Network), who requests prayers for his country after a coup d’état in September, hoping for peaceful elections and for a spirit of reconciliation between political factions.
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Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Worship at 10:45 a.m.
Gathering Song
“I sing the mighty power of God”
HWB #46
Welcome, Introductions, Announcements

Prelude



Call to Worship



Leader: Come into God’s presence and shout with the heavens,

People: our God is very great!

L:
Clothed with honor and wrapped in glorious light,

P:
our God is very great!

L:
Serving tirelessly and caring endlessly,

P:
our God is very great!

L:
Calling us to humility and compassion,

P:
our God is very great!

L:
Come into God’s presence, listen and hear God speak.
Children’s Time

Derek Klingenberg
Hymn
“God, whose farm is all creation”
HWB #391
Scripture Reading
Kara, Derek and Makayla Klingenberg


Psalm 104: 1-4, 10-15, 21-24, 27-28, 31-34, 35b
Sermon
“The wisdom of God’s manifold creation”
Ray Reimer
Response Hymn
“All creatures of our God and King”
HWB #48
The Work of the Church


Reporting on Western District Conference annual assembly

Offering
Local Fund
Offertory
Sharing Celebrations and Concerns: Prayer
Rosie Epp
Sending Hymn
“Oh, that I had a thousand voices”
HWB #84, vss. 1, 3-5
Benediction and Postlude
Joe and Lois Friesen, Greeters
Karen Andres, Piano/Organ

The Klingenberg Family, Worship and Song Leaders
Ray Reimer and Rosie Epp, Co-Pastors
(316) 799-1200
Last Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Worship attendance (including 5 visitors):
98
Offering: Mennonite Church USA
$984
This Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Daylight Savings Time switch back
Early Today!
Spiritual Life Board meal / meeting (rescheduled)
Noon, Today
Deacons meet
7 p.m., Tue.

MCC meat canning @ N. Newton warehouse
Tue.–Thur.

Mid-week programming
6–8 p.m., Wed.

Church work day @ Zion
9 a.m.-?, Sat.

Greeters: Ralph and Jeanne Schmidt
Next Sun.

Musicians: Reinhild / Reinhild / Edna
Next Sun.
Offering: Offender Victim Ministries
Next Sun.
Calendar of Upcoming Zion Events

Food & Thought @ Zion: stone soup + peppernuts
Noon, Nov. 8

Governing Council meets
7 p.m., Nov. 9

Harvest Mission Festival @ Zion
Nov. 15

Congregation meeting to renew pastoral call
11:45 a.m., Nov. 22
Wheat State Manor Vespers; Elevator class leads
5 p.m., Nov. 22

Thanksgiving service @ Wheat State Manor
7 p.m., Nov. 24

Thanksgiving Eve Service (offering: Harvest of Love)
7 p.m., Nov. 25

Zion serves at Harvey Co. Homeless Shelter
Nov. 26, 28, 30

First Sunday of Advent
Nov. 29

Congregational meeting for budget & elections
11:45 a.m., Dec. 6

Christmas open house @ parsonage
4–6 p.m., Dec. 13
Cong. meeting for reports & projects
7:15 p.m., Jan. 6, 2016

Other Events and Announcements

Pastors Ray and Rosie’s Schedules: One of them is at the church office weekday mornings by about 9 a.m., Ray on Mon., Thur., & Fri., Rosie on Tue. & Wed. (she’s at IRC on Mon. & Thur.). This week one will plan to attend the first Wheat State Wed. worship.
We’ll be promoting “Harvest of Love”—the annual Harvey Co. food bank campaign sponsored by the Newton Ministerial Alliance and administered by the Salvation Army—throughout Nov. Material goods as well as monetary donations are solicited. Any non-expired staple is accepted, although you’re encouraged to focus on items like: canned tuna, macaroni and cheese, spaghetti pasta and sauce, hamburger and tuna helper, cereal, peanut butter, jelly, canned vegetables, and soups. Our Thanksgiving service offering on Wed., Nov. 25 will be dedicated to the Harvest (or you may use the envelops in the shopping cart at your convenience).

Bethel College Choral Extravaganza, featuring all choral groups, at 3 p.m. on Sun., Nov. 1, at Bethel College Menn. Ch.  Groups include the Concert Choir, Women’s Chorus, Men’s Ensemble, Open Road and Woven. (Several Zion students participate).

Upcoming lecture series at Bethel College (all take place in Krehbiel Auditorium and are free and open to the public): 

Menno Simons Lectures: Jeff Gundy (Bluffton Un.), overall theme “Wrestling with Mennonite/s Writing”: Sun., Nov. 1, 7 p.m., “Imagining Mennonite/s Writing: Wrestlers, Rebels and Assorted Others”; Mon., Nov. 2, 11 a.m. “Hearing Mennonite/s Writing: Somewhere Near Defiance” (reading from Gundy’s two most recent books of poetry); and 7 p.m., “Looking for Mennonite/s Writing: The Village, the City and the So-Called Real World.”
The West Zion Menn. Ch. (Moundridge) Concert Series continues with a concert at the church on Sun., Nov. 1, at 7 p.m. Featured performers include Rosewood Winds (a woodwind trio); Kenneth Rodgers, organ; Donna Stucky, piano; Sunflower Trio; and The Flannelbacks (a vocal/acoustic band). No admission, but a free-will offering will be received, and some groups will have CDs for purchase. A time of fellowship with refreshments will follow.
Crossroads of Faith is a 6-story series exploring responses to shrinking church membership and attendance in the U.S. Co-anchor Scott Evans interviewed a variety of church reps in the area, including WDC Conference Minister Heidi Regier Kreider and Tabor Menn. Ch. Pastor Phil Schmidt. Excerpts from these interviews will air during the 6 p.m. news on Tue., Nov. 3 on KWCH (Channel 12), or on <http://www.kwch.com> shortly after.
Wheat State Manor soon will begin mid-week worship services on Wed. mornings (continuing with Sun. vespers, Bible studies, etc.). Friends and supporters are always welcome, especially to the first service at 11 a.m. on Wed., Nov. 4. In addition, donations for the Chapel Renovation are solicited; a request letter is posted. (Zion’s next Wheat State Manor offering is not until early Jan., 2016, so members are encouraged to donate individually). Sharon Regier also has quilt raffle tickets; see poster on bulletin board.
On Wed., Nov. 4, at 7 p.m., the Peace Group at the First Menn. Ch. of Christian (Moundridge), will sponsor a presentation by Sisters Mary Ellen Loch and Dorothy LeBlanc, of the Sisters of St. Joseph, who will share about human trafficking. All are welcome.
Camp Mennoscah has one more Fall Scrapbooking Retreat on Nov. 6-8. Sign up at <www.campmennoscah.org>! 

Kauffman Museum First-Saturday Bird Walk: Join experienced birder Gregg Friesen on Sat., Nov. 7 at 7:30 a.m. in the museum parking lot for a walk of 1 to 1.5 hours.
The Governing Council is calling for a church work day on Sat., Nov. 7, beginning app. 9 a.m. Most of the anticipated chores will be outdoors: fall trimming of plantings, edging of sidewalks, touchup scraping/painting of parsonage exterior, possible work on playground shelter. If weather doesn’t cooperate, volunteers may be solicited to address various of these tasks.
The Salvation Army solicits volunteers to pack, sort, label, and fill their Christmas drive bags from Nov. 9 through Dec. 11; as well as bell ringers from Nov. 27 through Dec. 24. Inquire at 208 W 6th (Newton) or call (316) 283-3190.

KIPCOR Film Series continues with Chasing Ice on Sun., Nov. 8 at 3 p.m. in Krehbiel Auditorium at Bethel College. This National Geographic documentary shows the effects of climate change. Talk-back session with David Braaten, deputy director of the Center for Remote Sensing of Ice Sheets at the Un. of Kansas, to follow.
The Salvation Army solicits volunteers to pack, sort, label, and fill their Christmas drive bags from Nov. 9 through Dec. 11; as well as bell ringers from Nov. 27 through Dec. 24. Inquire at 208 W 6th (Newton) or call (316) 283-3190.
“Worship and Community: Cultivating the Practices that Sustain Us,” the 3rd Worship and the Arts Symposium, will be held on Sat., Nov. 21, at Bethel College with Christine Pohl (Asbury Theological Seminary) and Michael Driscoll (Un. of Notre Dame). Registration info at <bethelks.edu/worshiparts>, or call (316) 284-5239. If 3 or more from Zion register together, costs are consider-ably reduced; talk with Pastor Ray by Sun., Nov. 15 if interested.

It has been almost three years since we called Pastors Ray and Rosie to Zion Menn. Ch.  After considering the report of the Mission and Leadership Review Group, the Governing Council approved the following motion at its Oct. meeting: “To recommend the congregation renew the pastoral call of Ray Reimer and Rosie Epp for a five year term starting Mar. 1, 2016.” We will gather after worship on Nov. 22 to vote on this recommendation. Absentee ballots will be available beginning Nov. 1; contact Allie Klingenberg if you need one. Pastoral leadership decisions, including renewals, are important decisions in the life of a congregation. Please pray for our pastors and our congregation in the weeks leading up to this decision.


–Lisa Scott, Governing Council Chair

A community Thanksgiving service will be held at Wheat State Manor on Tue., Nov. 24, at 7 p.m.; all are invited.

Immediate employment openings for the following positions: Housekeeping and Laundry. Apply at <wheatstatemanor.org>.
