On Wed., Nov. 4, at 7 p.m., the Peace Group at the First Menn. Ch. of Christian (Moundridge), will sponsor a presentation by Sister Mary Ellen Loch and Sister Dorothy LeBlanc, of the Sisters of St. Joseph in Wichita. They will be sharing with us and helping to educate us about human trafficking. All are welcome to attend.
The Governing Council is calling for a church work day on Sat., Nov. 7, beginning app. 9 a.m. Most of the anticipated chores will be outdoors: fall trimming of plantings, edging of sidewalks, touchup scraping/painting of parsonage exterior, possible work on playground shelter. If the weather doesn’t cooperate, volunteers may be solicited to address various of these tasks.

Opening: The Mennonite Heritage & Agricultural Museum in Goessel is seeking qualified applicants for the positions of Store Manager and Curator/Archivist. See board for details.

Pray This Week for…

• Silas Stucky, whose brother Joe died this last Tue.; his funeral was yesterday (Sat.) at the Burns Countryside Ch.
• Kathy Preheim, whose father is in failing health, not expected to survive.
• members transitioning in their rehabilitation experiences:


• Evelyn Buller, who returned to Kidron-Bethel the middle of this last week, still struggling with pain from a broken leg;


• Wilmer Wedel, who returned home yesterday (Sat.);


• Lorena Klassen, who expects to be released to return home this coming Wed.

• Richard Gehring, Byron Pellecer and Heidi Regier Kreider as they travel this week to represent Western District Conference at meetings of the MC USA Constituency Leaders Council.
• Deb and Wes Bergen of Mennonite Mission Network live in Ghana. Pray for Wes as he teaches Bible classes at Good News Theological College and Seminary, and for Deb as she works with a team to help people in West African countries process trauma.
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Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Worship at 10:45 a.m.
Gathering Song
“By the waters of Babylon”
SJ #22
Welcome, Introductions, Announcements

Prelude

Kristyn Wedel
Call to Worship


Leader: With penitent hearts, we gather for worship.


Though it is hard to be honest with ourselves,



with each other and with God,



we acknowledge that our lives 




are not what we hope they will be.



We have not loved God 




with our whole heart, soul, and mind;



we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.



Today we want to see ourselves and each other



as God sees us—



with eyes of mercy, compassion, and love.



Today we want to receive God’s cleansing grace.

All: Lord of life, all our longings are known to you;



send our roots rain;



refresh us and make us whole.

Special Music
“These alone are enough”
Adult Choir


based on the “Suscipe” prayer of Ignatius of Loyola
–Dan Schutte
Scripture Reading
Psalm 51
Insert
Choral Response
“New beginnings”
Adult Choir


from Psalm 51
–Karen Andres
Sermon
“To cleanse the heart”
Ray Reimer
Response Hymn
“Create in me a clean heart”
SS #62
Offering
Western District Conference

Offertory
Kristyn Wedel
Sharing Celebrations and Concerns: Prayer
Ray Reimer

Including (minus last stanza)

HWB #691
Sending Hymn
“Wonderful grace of Jesus”
HWB #150
Benediction and Postlude
Michael and Lisa Scott, Greeters
Carol Klingenberg, Piano/Organ

Mark Unruh, Worship Leader
Margaret Brewer, Song Leader

Karen Andres, Adult Choir Director
Ray Reimer and Rosie Epp, Co-Pastors
(316) 799-1200
Last Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Worship attendance (including 8 visitors):
84
Offering: Harvey Co. Homeless Shelter
$…
This Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Open House for Jim Preheim’s 80th Bday@Zion
2–4 p.m., Today

Women in Mission meets @ Zion
1–4 p.m., Mon.

Mid-week programming
6–8 p.m., Wed.

Mowing at Church: Reynold and Russell Entz
Before next Sun.
Greeters: John and Reinhild Janzen
Next Sun.

Musicians: Carol / Carol / Carol
Next Sun.
Offering: Mennonite Church USA
Next Sun.
Calendar of Upcoming Zion Events

Zion Potluck / Gathering to discuss WDC resolutions
Oct. 25

Western District Conference Annual Assembly @ BC
Oct. 30-31

Spiritual Life Board meal / meeting (rescheduled)
Noon, Nov. 1

Deacons meet
7 p.m., Nov. 3

MCC meat canning @ N. Newton warehouse
Nov. 3-5

Church work day @ Zion
9 a.m.-?, Nov. 7

Food & Thought @ Zion: stone soup + peppernuts
Noon, Nov. 8

Governing Council meets
7 p.m., Nov. 9

Harvest Mission Festival @ Zion
Nov. 15

Congregation meeting for pastoral call vote
11:45 a.m., Nov. 22
Wheat State Manor Vespers; Elevator class leads
5 p.m., Nov. 22

Thanksgiving Eve Service (offering: Harvest of Love)
7 p.m., Nov. 25

Zion serves at Harvey Co. Homeless Shelter
Nov. 26, 28, 30

First Sunday of Advent
Nov. 29

Congregational meeting for budget & elections
11:45 a.m., Dec. 6

Cong. meeting for reports & projects
7:15 p.m., Jan. 6, 2016

Other Events and Announcements

Pastors Ray and Rosie’s Schedules: One of them is at the church office weekday mornings by about 9 a.m., Ray on Mon., Thur., & Fri., Rosie on Tue. & Wed. (she’s at IRC on Mon. & Thur.). Rosie returns from MCC-US board meetings in Montana this evening.
Zion Mennonite Church’s operating fund ended September with a negative balance. I failed to make this announcement in church before the last local fund offering and it will be awhile before the next one. We will have extra expenses coming in November to end the church’s fiscal year. Any additional giving would be appreciated to pay these expenses and bring the operating fund into the positive. Thank you for your generous giving so far this year.
–Jeremy Entz, Treasurer

The congregation is invited to help celebrate Jim Preheim’s 80th birthday at an Open House at Zion on Sun., Oct. 18 from 2-4 p.m. A 30-40 minute recital is being planned for 4 p.m. given by Christopher Shaw following the open house.

Women in Mission will meet Mon., Oct. 19 from 1–4 p.m. We will be sewing kit bags and tying a quilt. Devotions: Thelma Wedel; Refreshments: Peggy Regier and Deanna Entz.
Goshen College’s Parables Student Worship Team will be leading services in our area Oct. 19-21; see board for schedule. 
We will have a Zion potluck at noon on Sun., Oct. 25 (using paper plates—alternatively, bring/wash your own tableware) with a discussion following about the resolution at the Western District Conference assembly. More documentation regarding the resolu-tion was circulated last week; individuals, groups and Sunday School classes are encouraged to study it prior to this discussion.
Soon, the prairie will ring with joyful noise. The Hesston College Bel Canto Singers and the Goessel High School Elbiata Singers will host a collaborative concert at The Cathedral of the Plains, Victoria, KS, at 6 p.m., on Sun., Oct. 25. 
Upcoming lecture series at Bethel College (all take place in Krehbiel Auditorium and are free and open to the public): 

Bible Lectures: Tom Yoder Neufeld (Conrad Grebel Un. College), Sun., Oct. 25, 7:30 p.m., “Anabaptists, the Bible and Violence”; and Mon., Oct. 26, 11 a.m., “Romans 12: Paul’s Sermon on the Mount.”

Staley Lectures: Safwat Marzouk (Anabaptist Menn. Biblical Seminary), Thur., Oct. 29, 7 p.m., “The Nations Marching to the Mount of Zion: A Postcolonial Reading Beyond Imperialism and Universalism”; and Fri., Oct. 30, 11 a.m., “Thinking Theologically about the Character of the Monsters in the Bible.”

Menno Simons Lectures: Jeff Gundy (Bluffton Un.), Sun., Nov. 1, 7 p.m., Mon., Nov. 2, 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.

Bethel College Philharmonia Orchestra and Honors Orchestra concert on Mon., Oct. 26, at 7 p.m. in Memorial Hall, featuring an all-Beethoven program.
Camp Mennoscah has two Fall Scrapbooking Retreats—Oct. 30-Nov. 1 and Nov. 6-8. Sign up at <www.campmennoscah.org>! 

Western District Conference will meet at Bethel College on Oct. 30-31 for the 2015 Annual Assembly. Registration is still open, but meals are no longer available. Both worship services are open to the public without registration. More Assembly info at: <www.mennowdc.org/annual-assembly>, or see poster on board. 
Save the date: Sat., Nov. 21, “Worship and Community: Cultivating the Practices that Sustain Us,” the 3rd biennial Worship and the Arts Symposium at Bethel College with Christine Pohl (Asbury Theological Seminary) and Michael Driscoll (Un. of Notre Dame). Registration info at <bethelks.edu/worshiparts>, or call (316) 284-5239. If 3 or more from Zion register together, costs are considerably reduced; talk with Pastor Ray if interested.
Psalm 51 (Common English Bible)
For the music leader. A psalm of David, 
when the prophet Nathan came to him just after he had been with Bathsheba.

Leader
1 Have mercy on me, God, according to your faithful love!


Wipe away my wrongdoings according to your great compassion!

People
2 Wash me completely clean of my guilt; 



purify me from my sin!

L 
3 Because I know my wrongdoings, 



my sin is always right in front of me.


4 I’ve sinned against you—you alone.



I’ve committed evil in your sight.

P
That’s why you are justified when you render your verdict, 



completely correct when you issue your judgment.

L 
5 Yes, I was born in guilt, in sin, 



from the moment my mother conceived me.


6 And yes, you want truth in the most hidden places; 



you teach me wisdom in the most secret space. 

P
7 Purify me with hyssop and I will be clean; 



wash me and I will be whiter than snow.


8 Let me hear joy and celebration again; 



let the bones you crushed rejoice once more.


9 Hide your face from my sins; 



wipe away all my guilty deeds!

L 
10 Create a clean heart for me, God; 



put a new, faithful spirit deep inside me!


11 Please don’t throw me out of your presence; 



please don’t take your holy spirit away from me.

P
12 Return the joy of your salvation to me 



and sustain me with a willing spirit.


13 Then I will teach wrongdoers your ways, 



and sinners will come back to you.

L 
14 Deliver me from violence, God, God of my salvation, 



so that my tongue can sing of your righteousness.

P
15 Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will proclaim your praise.

L 
16 You don’t want sacrifices.


If I gave an entirely burned offering, you wouldn’t be pleased.

P
17 A broken spirit is my sacrifice, God. 


You won’t despise a heart, God, that is broken and crushed.

L 
18 Do good things for Zion by your favor.



Rebuild Jerusalem’s walls.


19 Then you will again want sacrifices of righteousness—entirely burned offerings and complete offerings.



Then bulls will again be sacrificed on your altar.

