The Western District Reference Council will meet on Sat., Apr. 11 from 9 a.m.–2 p.m. at Hope Menn. Ch. (868 N. Maize Rd., Wichita). This gathering will be an opportunity to hear the latest developments from Mennonite Church USA and continue our ongoing discernment regarding the resolution from Rainbow Menn. Ch. that will come before our Western District delegate assembly in Oct. The resolution deals with pastors performing same-sex unions. This Reference Council is open to members and participants of WDC congregations, in addition to WDC commissions and committees and pastors. Those who will be serving as delegates to either the Mennonite Church USA Convention in July or the WDC Assembly in Oct. are especially encouraged to attend. Register online by Apr. 3 at: <http://mennowdc.org/annual-assembly/> or call (316) 283-6300.

Prairie View invites visual artists to submit up to 3 pieces of original art for its fundraiser/exhibition, “A Beautiful View.” Deadline (via digital submission) is May 8, with accepted works due May 22. For info see <www.prairieview.org/abeautifulview>. The event, with silent and live auctions, will be 6-8 p.m., Thur., June 4 at Carriage Factory Art Gallery (Newton), with proceeds going to Prairie View to treat mental illness and addiction disorders. Questions? Contact eldermd@pvi.org or (316) 284-6385.
Pray This Week for…

• Jordan Penner, whose birthday is this week Tue.; he and Jenny Regier represent us as they serve with MCC in Bolivia.
• the Western District Conference Youth Ministry Network and Network Team Leader, Dwight Regier, as they support youth pastors and plan bi-conference youth events.
• the Constituency Leaders Council (CLC) meeting in N. Newton this Thur. through Sat.  CLC is the group of area conference leaders (esp. moderators and conference ministers) that gives counsel to the Mennonite Church USA Executive Board.

• Passionfest, held in New Zealand last month, which is an annual celebration of Jesus, community, and justice. Pray for Mark and Mary Hurst of Mennonite Mission Network, based in Australia, following up on contacts made during the festival.
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March 22, 2015: The Fifth Sunday of Lent
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Worship at 10:45 a.m.
During the season of Lent, you are invited to enter the sanctuary

in silence, and pray or otherwise prepare yourself in quiet

until we begin our time of worship together.
Focus statement:
We expect maturity to be something we can arrive at—
and then live in ever after. 
Yet God desires what we hide away in our secret hearts. 
For that seed to grow, the seed coat must first decay. 
What has to die in our lives so that a new covenant, 
written on our hearts, can bear its fruit?

First Look
Gathering Song
“Here I am, Lord”
HWB #395
Welcome, Introductions, Announcements and Prelude

Scripture Reading
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Call to Authenticity

Leader: Faithful God, we want to mature in faith.


People: But what does that really mean?



And what will we have to give up?

L:
We wonder what transformation requires of us,



our congregation, our denomination.


P:
We’re afraid you’ll ask too much.    [Silence…]

L:
We want to be your people.


P:
Make us willing receivers of a covenant 


knit right into the center of our being.
Special Music
“Take my life and let it be”
Women’s Ensemble
Children’s Time

Lois Friesen
Hymn
“O God, who gives us life”
HWB #483


Upside Down and Inside Out

Sermon
“Transformed hearts”
Ray Reimer
Response Hymn
“Heart and mind, possessions, Lord”
HWB #392


Second Look

Readers’ Theater
John Janzen, Margaret Brewer, Mark Unruh, and Steph Entz
Offering
Mennonite Church USA
Offertory
Sharing Celebrations and Concerns: Prayer
Ray Reimer
Call to Commitment

Leader: God turns things upside down and inside out,



writing a new way of being into our very DNA.


People: God, we will watch and wait




for your new thing to bear fruit within and among us.
Sending Song
“New earth, heavens new”
HWB #299
Benediction and Postlude

John and Reinhild Janzen, Greeters
Lois Friesen, Worship Leader
Annette Voth, Song Leader
Karen Andres, Piano/Organ
Ray Reimer and Rosie Epp, Co-Pastors
(316) 799-1200
Last Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Worship attendance (including no visitors):
73
Offering: Western District Conference
$561
This Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Food & Thought, hosted by J&R Janzen
12:30 p.m., Today

Wed. evening programming (final for spring)
6-9 p.m., Wed.

Full Choir - last practice before Easter
8 p.m., Wed.
Mennonite Women Spring Supper @ Hesston MC
6 p.m., Thur.

Zion work day, cleaning church & grounds
9 a.m., Sat.

Meal / dessert preparation: ? / Deanna
This Wed.

Greeters: Ralph and Jeanne Schmidt
Next Sun.
Musicians: Julie / Julie / Julie
Next Sun.
Offering: Africa Inter-Mennonite Mission
Next Sun.
Calendar of Upcoming Zion Events

Palm Sunday service w Grace Hill @ Zion; faspa
4 p.m., Mar. 29

Maundy Thur. service @ Grace Hill; communion
6:30 p.m., Apr. 2

Easter breakfast; youth group fundraiser
8:30 a.m., Apr. 5

Deacons meet
7 p.m., Apr. 7

WDC Men and Boys Retreat @ Camp Mennoscah
Apr. 10-12

WDC Reference Council @ Hope Menn. Ch. (Wichita)
Apr. 11

BC Concert Choir sings @ Zion; fellowship meal
Apr. 12

Governing Council meets
7 p.m., Apr. 13

Education Board meets
7 p.m., Apr. 15

Kansas Mennonite Relief Sale @ Hutch fairgrounds
Apr. 17-18

Wheat State Manor Vespers; Youth & families lead
5 p.m., Apr. 26

Kansas Mennonite Men’s Chorus @BCMem Hall
7 p.m., Apr. 26

Spiritual Life Board meal / meeting
Noon, May 3

Other Events and Announcements

Pastors Ray and Rosie’s Schedules: One of them is at the church office most weekday mornings by about 9 a.m., Ray on Mon., Thur., and Fri., Rosie on Tue. and Wed. (she’s at IRC on Mon. and Thur.). This week Ray will join a Camp Mennoscah focus group discussion this evening; Rosie’s pastor cluster meets at Zion on Tue. afternoon, both will attend an Everence Appreciation Dinner Tue. evening with Zion’s advocates (Reynold and Deanna Entz), the gathering of MCUSA delegates in Newton on Fri. evening, and help at Zion’s work day on Sat. 
Through the season of Lent pre-service music will encourage reflection and silence (please talk to Pastor Ray if you’d like to offer “live” pre-service music sometime).
Dr. Beverly Rogers speaks at Kauffman Museum on Sun., Mar. 22 at 3 p.m. on “Stereotypes and Realities of the 21st-Century Indian in the United States.” Rogers is dean of arts and sciences and professor of anthropology at Ottawa University.
A tally of the exercise at the “congregational gathering on polity” a couple weeks ago, as well as of the sample surveys folks were invited to complete in the aftermath, is posted on the bulletin board. All are welcome to make their own interpretations; Pastor Ray’s thumbnail summary, though, is that (of those who responded), we at Zion have:


• strong preference for delegate involvement in denominational decisions, but less clarity about the “binding nature” of such decisions; 


• general (but not complete) preference for local autonomy and a limited role of involvement for the area conference; 


• significant diversity concerning leadership credentialing and accountability, although some tendency toward area conference / local congregational autonomy.
On Sun., Mar. 22, at 4 p.m. Bethel College Menn. Ch. will host Shirley Sprunger King for “Looking Toward Easter,” a program of organ music. A freewill offering will be received for BCMC’s Organ Renovation Fund, with a reception following. 

This coming Wed., Mar. 25, will be the final midweek programming (meal / children’s activities / Bible study / choir practice) of this season. Many thanks to all those who’ve helped prepare meals, lead activities, lead and accompany choirs and ensembles, etc. Discussions are underway for what midweek programming will be next year; there may be some changes!

Ervin Stutzman, Executive Director of Mennonite Church USA, invites Western District Conference delegates to Kansas City 2015 to a meeting at First Menn. Ch. (Newton) on Fri., Mar. 27 at 7 p.m. to share the vision for the future of Mennonite Church USA, distribute assembly agenda and explain how the online delegate survey helped shape it, provide handouts, and engage in a time of feedback and questions. Interested members who are not delegates, but would appreciate a first-hand briefing, are welcome as well.
Hesston College Theatre will present three showings of the musical “Little Women” at Hesston Menn. Ch.  The show will be at 7 p.m., Mar. 27–28, and 3 p.m., Mar. 29. Tickets can be purchased online at <books.hesston.edu> or by calling (620) 327-8105.
The Harvey Co. Homeless Shelter (900 W Broadway, Bldg #7, Newton) is having a carnival from 5-8 p.m. on Sat., Mar. 28 to celebrate their 10th anniversary. Come enjoy food, games, prizes, bounce houses, tour the new shelter building, and more! Besides the food, there’ll be a gift basket silent auction, with 100% of the proceeds benefitting HCHS. (If you can volunteer to run games, sell food, monitor the bounce houses, etc., check with June Miller).
All are invited to a special Palm Sunday worship service at Zion Menn. Ch. in Elbing (joined by Grace Hill Menn. Ch.) on Sun., Mar. 29 at 4 p.m., as Karen Andres and Marcene Entz offer some dramatic interpretations of Passion Week. A light faspa will follow.

At the end of its Spring Tour through the southern Plains, Bethel College’s Concert Choir will present a Home Concert on Sun., Mar. 29 at 7 p.m. in Memorial Hall.

Bethel College forensics team nationals preview on Mon., Mar. 30 at 11 a.m. in Krehbiel Auditorium. Team members are Shaelyn Atwood, Kendra Gonzalez, Jacob Miller, Cameron Ponce and Clinton Unruh, with Head Coach Mallory Marsh and Assistant Coach Gail Niles Stucky.

Grace Hill Menn. Ch. invites us to join them for Maundy Thursday services, beginning at 6:30 p.m. on Thur., Apr. 2 in their fellowship hall with a light meal and communion around tables. We then will move into the sanctuary for a tenebrae service—the reading of the Passion story, with hymns, as lights dim.

All are invited to a Community Good Friday Service, sponsored by the Newton Ministerial Alliance (NMA), to be held on Fri., Apr. 3 at 7 p.m. at Shalom Menn. Ch. (Newton). An offering will be taken for the NMA Community Assistance Fund. A prayer vigil will also be held from 1–6 p.m. prior to the service; you’re invited to drop in for quiet prayer any time during those hours.
First Baptist Ch. (315 W Central, El Dorado) invites you to “The Resurrection and Beyond: An Easter Pageant” dramatizing the crucifixion, resurrection and Pentecost on Apr. 3 and 4 at 7 p.m. each night in their Christian Life Center.
