Opening: MCC–Central States office is hiring for a regional Human Resources Coordinator. The job description is at <mcc.org/get-involved/serve/openings/human-resources-coordinator-central-states> or contact MelissaWaltner@mcc.org for more info. 

Thank You…

…for your prayers, flowers, and meals during and after my recent hospitalization. It was appreciated a lot. God bless you.

–Evelynn (and Edwin) Andres
Pray This Week for…

• Andrew Wedel, as he proceeds with rehabilitation after shoulder surgery last Monday; all went well, although there was more damage than expected.
• Sheri Saner (daughter of Stan and Karen) and Darrin Zerger, who will be married this coming Sat., Mar. 14. Please give them prayer support as they begin a new life together.
• the family of Rachel Shirley, who died suddenly of pneumonia on Mar. 3 at age 22. Those who’ve worked at the Harvey Co. Homeless Shelter will know her mother, Dawn, who’s the resident coordinator. Services will be held Sun., Mar. 8 at 2:30 p.m. at the First Nazarene Ch. (Newton). HCHS is requesting an offering to help the family with unexpected debts; donations may be sent to HCHS, PO Box 978, Newton, KS  67114.

• wise discernment for the Search Committee and Chair Sondra Bandy Koontz as they seek a new Executive Conference Minister for Western District Conference.
• Freddy and Margrit Kipfer Barrón of Mennonite Mission Network, who are using Alpha courses in Bolivia to strengthen existing Mennonite congregations. Pray that God will water the seeds of healing and hope they are planting.
• the hundreds of people in many countries who will interview for US visas in the next two months so they can participate in PA 2015, the global Assembly of Mennonite World Conference. Pray that the visa process will go smoothly for them, so that PA 2015 can be a truly global Anabaptist gathering!

Zion Mennonite Church
P.O. Box 68, Elbing, KS  67041
(316) 799-2071

zionelbing@gmail.com
www.zionmenno.org


March 8, 2015: The Third Sunday of Lent
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Worship at 10:45 a.m.
During the season of Lent, you are invited to enter the sanctuary

in silence, and pray or otherwise prepare yourself in quiet

until we begin our time of worship together.
Focus statement:
We know what laws are for: to help us be good. 
Yet God turns our knowledge inside out, showing us that you can color inside all the lines and still miss the mark. 
What if God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom?

First Look
Gathering Song
“Come, thou fount”
HWB #521
Welcome, Introductions, Announcements
Prelude

Reinhild Janzen
Scripture Reading
1 Corinthians 1:18-25
Call to Authenticity

Leader: We have some doubts about your wisdom, God.


The way you do things seems like nonsense.


People: You make laws that are hard to follow—and even 



if we keep them perfectly we may still miss the boat.

L:
Like the people of Israel, we wonder:


How are we to get this right?


P:
We want smoothness, not stumbling blocks.    [Silence…]

L:
Train us in your weakness, that’s stronger than our strength,

P:
help us trust your foolishness, that’s wiser than our wisdom.
Special Music
“Nothing is lost” (SS #121)
Adult Choir, Reinhild Janzen


(vss. 1-2, choir; vs. 3, congregation joins in)

Children’s Time

Lois Friesen
Hymn
“I want Jesus to walk with me”
HWB #439


Upside Down and Inside Out

Sermon
“God’s clowns”
Rosie Epp
Response Hymn
“Jesus, keep me near the cross”
HWB #617


Second Look

Scripture Re-reading
1 Corinthians 1:18-25
Offering
Deacons’ Fund

Offertory

Bonnie Brewer
Sharing Celebrations and Concerns

Prayer

Ray Reimer
Call to Commitment

Leader: God turns things upside down and inside out,


growing us to maturity through the message of the cross.

People: God, even when we struggle to make sense of it,


we will rely on your foolishness 


and depend on your weakness.
Sending Song
“Abide, O dearest Jesus”
HWB #426
Benediction and Postlude

Brian and Lindsey Lightner, Greeters
Josh Andres, Song Leader

Lois Friesen, Worship Leader
Edna Andres, Piano/Organ
Carol Klingenberg, Adult Choir Leader

Ray Reimer and Rosie Epp, Co-Pastors
(316) 799-1200
Last Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Worship attendance (including 1 visitor):
75
Offering: Local Fund
$5,333
This Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Congregational gathering re conference polity
9:15 a.m., Today

Food & Thought, hosted by T&S Regier @ Zion
Noon, Today

Fellowship Meals for Kansas Mennonite Relief Sale
Today

Zion serves at Harvey Co. Homeless Shelter
Mon.

Governing Council meets
7 p.m., Mon.

Women in Mission Comforter Blitz @Journey@Yoder
Mon.-Tue.

Wed. evening programming
6-9 p.m., Wed.

Full Choir practices; also women’s ensemble
8 p.m., Wed.
Scrapbooking Retreat 2 @ Camp Mennoscah
Fri.-Sun.

Meal / dessert preparation: Carol / ?
This Wed.

Greeters: Nick Preheim and Andrew Wedel
Next Sun.
Musicians: Lindsay / Annette / Lindsay
Next Sun.
Offering: Western District Conference
Next Sun.
Calendar of Upcoming Zion Events

Women in Mission meets
1-4 p.m., Mar. 16

WDC Basketball Tournament @ BC gyms
Mar. 16-21

Mission and Leadership Review Group meets
7 p.m., Mar. 18

Food & Thought, hosted by J&R Janzen
12:30 p.m., Mar. 22

Mennonite Women Spring Supper @ Hesston MC
6 p.m., Mar. 26

Zion work day, cleaning church & grounds
9 a.m., Mar. 28

Palm Sunday service w Grace Hill @ Zion; faspa
4 p.m., Mar. 29

Maundy Thur. service w Grace Hill @ Grace Hill; communion
Apr. 2

Easter breakfast and celebration
Apr. 5

Deacons meet
7 p.m., Apr. 7

WDC Men and Boys Retreat @ Camp Mennoscah
Apr. 10-12

WDC Reference Council @ Hope Menn. Ch. (Wichita)
Apr. 11

BC Concert Choir sings @ Zion; fellowship meal
Apr. 12

Education Board meets
7 p.m., Apr. 15

Other Events and Announcements

Pastors Ray and Rosie’s Schedules: One of them is at the church office most weekday mornings by about 9 a.m., Ray on Mon., Thur., and Fri., Rosie on Tue. and Wed. (she’s at IRC on Mon. and Thur.). This week one of them may attend the Newton Ministerial Alliance Wed. noon for an overview of Harvey Co.’s Department of Children and Families.
Through the season of Lent pre-service music will encourage reflection and silence (please talk to Pastor Ray if you’d like to offer “live” pre-service music sometime).
All are invited to a congregational gathering that Pastor Ray will lead discussing recent developments pertaining to area conference and denominational polity (organization, decision-making, power sharing, accountability, etc.) on Sun., Mar. 8, beginning at 9:15 a.m. and continuing through the Sunday School hour. This time we won’t plan on having food, but hope to provide some hot drinks. Children’s activities are being planned so parents may attend. 
Bethel College Wind Ensemble will perform William Byrd Suite and Kleine Dreigroschenmusik on Sun., Mar. 8 at 3 p.m., in Krehbiel Auditorium.

Everence Financial will present Retiring soon? Make sense of your Medicare and Social Security choices at 4 and 7 p.m. on Mon., Mar. 9.  RSVP to darlene.buller@everence.com or (877) 467-7294 or (620) 327-4043.
Bethel’s Philharmonia Orchestra with vocalists, “Scenes from the Mozart Operas,” Fri.-Sat., Mar. 13-14 at 7 p.m., Krehbiel Aud.

Camp Mennoscah’s second Scrapbooking Retreat is on Mar. 13-15. We’re looking forward to a full weekend of creative and busy folks. Contact us at (620) 297-3290 or find the registration form online at www.campmennoscah.org in Retreats. 

Women in Mission will meet Mon., Mar. 16, from 1-4 p.m.  We will be working on quilts. Offering, MCC-seeds; Devotions, Sharon; Refreshments, Thelma and Nadine.

The Mission and Leadership Review Group—consisting of deacons Wes Brewer, Annette Voth, and Lillian Wedel, as well as Thurman Entz, Becky Nickel, and Gary Wedel (appointed by Governing Council)—has begun meeting, with Dorothy Nickel Friesen serving as a consultant from Western District Conf.  They will next meet on Wed., Mar. 18 at 7 p.m. to select a questionnaire for the review(s) of co-pastors Ray Reimer and Rosie Epp. They expect to circulate materials to the congregation soon after Easter. 

Rev. James Atwood will speak on “America's Fascination with Violence” on Thur., Mar. 19 at 7 p.m. in Krehbiel Auditorium at Bethel College, sponsored by the Kansas Institute for Peace and Conflict Resolution (KIPCOR). Atwood is a retired Presbyterian pastor, a gun owner, deer hunter and NRA member who became involved in gun violence prevention after a member of his congregation was shot and killed by a robber with a “Saturday night special.” He received the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship National Committee’s 2014 Peaceseeker Award.

Hesston College’s Spring Concert on Thur., Mar. 19 at 7 p.m. at Hesston Menn. Ch., will feature the Chamber Orchestra, Chorale, and Bel Canto Singers. Free admission; refreshments follow.
Mennonite Women’s annual Spring Supper will be Thur., Mar. 26, at 6 p.m. at Hesston Menn. Ch.  Carolene Jackson will speak, with music by the McKinney Sisters from Moundridge; an offering for Mennonite women USA will be received. Please sign up on the bulletin board by Mar. 16; contact Nadine Epp with questions.

The Harvey Co. Homeless Shelter is having a carnival from 5-8 p.m. on Sat., Mar. 28 to celebrate their 10th anniversary. Come enjoy food, games, prizes, bounce houses, and more!

All are invited to a special Palm Sunday worship service at Zion Menn. Ch. in Elbing (joined by Grace Hill Menn. Ch.) on Sun., Mar. 29 at 4 p.m., as Karen Andres and Marcene Entz offer some dramatic interpretations of Passion Week. A light faspa will follow.

At the end of its Spring Tour through the southern Plains, Bethel College’s Concert Choir will present a Home Concert on Sun., Mar. 29 at 7 p.m. in Memorial Hall.

The Retirees Relaxation Retreat at Camp Mennoscah will be headed to Ukraine on Apr. 27-29. The “Ukraine Revisited” retreat will have sessions from the past to the present, and coffee breaks in great quantity. Questions? Call Camp Mennoscah: (620) 297-3290.
New issues of Mennonite Mission Network’s periodical Beyond have arrived; several are available under the mailboxes.

Camp Mennoscah is again looking for volunteer kitchen staff for almost all of our summer youth camps. Kitchen volunteers receive the highly-sought-after free camp t-shirt and the option of a camper discount of up to full camp fees. Give us a call at (620) 297-3290 or send us an email at office@campmennoscah.org.

Last week Ewuare Osayande mentioned a new exhibit, “Sorting Out Race,” which opened yesterday at Kauffman Museum; it runs through May 24. Hours: Tue.-Fri., 9:30-4:30; Sat.-Sun., 1:30-4:30.
Newton Et Cetera Shop needs your donations! Bring your clean, gently used clothing, household items, bikes, and furniture to the back door between 9:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Mon.-Fri. or between 9:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Sat. Thank you for supporting Mennonite Central Committee and our local community with your donations.

MCC Alumni are the best and we want to stay in touch with you! Make sure we have your current email and mailing address by visiting mcc.org/alumni.

Action alert! from Mennonite Central Committee–Central States: We need your help to support Mennonite Pastor, Max Villatoro, of Iowa City who was detained by Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and is facing deportation. ICE arrived unannounced at Max’s home at 6:30 a.m. on Mar. 3 and didn’t even give him a chance to say goodbye to his wife and children. Max has four U.S. citizen children, Anthony, Etna, Angela, and Aileen, and his wife, Gloria, who love him dearly and depend on him as a pillar for their family. Please take time to call the ICE Field Office at (888) 351-4024 (choose option 2) and tell them to grant Max Villatoro a stay of removal, and explain how separating families breaks our community. Tell them that Max might be eligible for DAPA (Deferred Action for Parents of Americans), and he should be granted enough time to stay to apply once it is available. Explain to them why keeping families together is important to you, and to stop Max’s deportation immediately. Max’s A# is 094-338-085. You may be directed to call another number and make the case for Max to a different agent. Please call them too! The more people who hear about Max and our support of him, and the sooner, the better!
