Lost and Found…

A plaid blue/green quilted shirt-jacket (XXL size) was left at the parsonage open house last Sun.; please claim in the church office. 
Thank You…

Dear congregation–

Just a little note to let you know I’m doing better again. I would like to thank you and let you know how much I appreciated and enjoyed all your visits, calls, birthday, Thanksgiving and Christmas cards this last year. I miss being home and at Zion. My address at KCH continues to be 512 Lance Drive, Apt. A, Newton, KS 67114. However, I have a new phone number: (316) 213-1949. Thank you again for everything.
Love, Martha L. Wedel

…for your prayers, visits, and the beautiful Christmas cactus the church sent after my recent knee surgery; I appreciate them all!


–Alden Entz

Pray This Week for…

• Celia Renae Peters, born to Jason and Renae Peters on Sun., Dec. 14.  Ralph and Jeanne Schmidt are proud grandparents!
• Judson Tillotson, still recovering in intensive care in Wichita but doing better, after a car accident a couple weeks ago. Judson is the son of Norm Tillotson, pastor of Palmyra Baptist Church, and a former student of Bonnie Brewer.
• each of our Western District Conference churches to be open channels of sharing God’s love in their communities. In this season praise God for the outpouring of his love in the sending of his Son Jesus Christ.
• young adults working with Mennonite Mission Network’s short-term mission programs, like Mennonite Voluntary Service and Service Adventure, who will be going home for the holidays. Pray for safe travels. Pray also for those who will be experiencing Christmas far from their families this year, such Jenny Regier and Jordan Penner, and Wes and Deb Bergen (the children of the latter will visit them in Africa).
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December 21, 2014: The Fourth Sunday of Advent
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Worship at 10:45 a.m.

Gathering Song
“Praise the One who breaks the darkness”
SS #1
Welcome, Introductions, Announcements


Prelude



Call to Worship


Leader: Come, let us worship in faith the God who is here and desires our worship [pause]. 
Redeeming God, work in our hearts, that our worship would be filled with your redeeming love.

All: Oh, that you would reveal your love to us, O Lord.

L:
When Mary was sent away, she found an embrace in your arms.

People: When we feel isolated by the world, we find security in your kingdom.

L:
The world does not see us as the Lord does.

P:
They do not value us as the Eternal One does.

L:
The world cannot love us like the Lord does.

P:
They cannot comfort us as our Creator does.

All: When others abandon us, God makes a home with us.
Special Music
“Open my ears, open my eyes” (SS #5)
Adult Choir
Prayer of Confession (beginning with a minute of silence in darkness)

Leader: Today, in this safe but dark and holy place we become aware of your presence, God. In your presence we focus on your worldwide church and its story across the centuries of church history. We offer confession on her behalf because her story is also our story. At times we have killed enemies with whose faith or politics we have differed, instead of loving them. We have been the agents of slavery instead of freeing people to live within your reign of righteousness. We have perpetuated racism and devalued those you call your own.

People: We have acted in your name, but have often failed to reflect your nature.

L:
Most of all, we have failed to demonstrate to all God’s people the boundless love of God in Christ. We confess these heavy sins to you, Lord, knowing we cannot carry the burden of these sins committed in your name. We pray that you would remove the weight of the church’s sin from our shoulders.

P:
Restore your love in us, part of your worldwide church. Grant even to us the expansive love revealed in this holy season.

All: Restore our love, Lord God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved.
Song
“Hope is a candle”
SS #15, vss. 1-4

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Nick Preheim
Old Testament Reading
II Samuel 7:8-16
Zach Preheim
Children’s Time

Rosie Epp

Children’s Song
“Light one candle for hope”
Carol Klingenberg

New Testament Reading
Luke 1:26-38
Kendra Scott
Sermon
“No ordinary woman”
Rosie Epp
Response Hymn
“Oh, how shall I receive thee”
HWB #182
Offering
Harvey County Homeless Shelter

Offertory

The Nine
Sharing Celebrations and Concerns

Prayer

Ray Reimer
Sending Song
“Come, thou long-expected Jesus”
HWB #178
Congregational Benediction (unison)

Our souls proclaim the greatness of God,

Our spirits exalt God our Savior.

In love the mighty One has done great deeds

And has filled us with good things.


We depart now, in peace, to proclaim the greatness of God!
Postlude

Keith and Dianne Wiebe, Greeters
Lindsay Lightner, Piano/Organ
Margaret Brewer, Adult Choir Director
Sarah Hofkamp, Songleader
Ray Reimer and Rosie Epp, Worship Leaders and Co-Pastors
Last Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Worship attendance: (including 1 visitor) 
79
Offering: Zion Scholarship Fund
$1,973
This Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Material for 2014 Zion Annual Report due
Mon.

Wheat State Manor community Christmas program
7 p.m., Mon.
No Wed. evening meal or regular programming
Wed.
Zion Christmas Eve service (offering: MDS-KS unit)
7 p.m., Wed.
Greeters: Ed and Evelynn Andres
Next Sun.
Musicians: Karen / Karen / Karen
Next Sun.
Offering: Mennonite Church USA
Next Sun.
Calendar of Upcoming Zion Events

No Wed. evening programming
Dec. 31

Meal served to all interested (by donation)
6 p.m., Jan. 7, 2015

All Boards meet for reorganization/planning
6 p.m., Jan. 7
Congregational meeting for reports & projects
7 p.m., Jan. 7
Governing Council meets (following cong. mtg.)
8? p.m., Jan. 7

Epiphany communion observance
10:45 a.m., Jan. 11

Game night @ Zion
6 p.m., Jan. 11

Deacons meet
7 p.m., Jan. 13

Wed. evening programming resumes
Jan. 14

Guest speaker: S. Roy Kaufman
10:45 a.m., Jan. 25

Other Events and Announcements

Pastors Ray and Rosie’s Schedules: One of them is at the church office most weekday mornings by about 9 a.m., Ray on Mon., Thur., and Fri., Rosie on Tue. and Wed. (she’s at IRC on Mon. and Thur.). They’ll try to take an extra day off later this week to spend time with family, perhaps going to Nebraska after Christmas.
Thanks to all Sunday School classes that agreed to acquire Angel Tree gifts in support of the children’s unit at Prairie View. Please return them (unwrapped, but with the sheet identifying the recipient) by today (Dec. 21), in the red box by the Christmas tree.
There will be a special Christmas concert by Five Times Harder on Sun., Dec. 21 at 3 p.m. at Lorraine Ave. Menn. Ch. (Wichita). A free-will offering will support Mennonite Central Committee.
Lisa Weaver, author of the new book Swords to Plowshares: The Creation of John P. Klassen’s Mennonite Central Committee Medallion, will present a program, including slides of Klassen’s artwork, a historical framework for the story and her process of creating this picture book for all ages on Sun., Dec. 21 at 3:30 p.m. in the Kauffman Museum auditorium. The book will be for sale, with the author signing copies. Call (316) 283-1612 for more info.
The Tabor Menn. Ch. Youth Fellowship will share their annual living nativity, Night in the Barn, on Dec. 21 from 6–8 p.m. The event features perspectives from the innkeeper and a shepherd, and Christmas carols, while enjoying hot drinks. Free;  donations to the youth group will be accepted.  Directions from Goessel: 3 miles north on Hwy 15, 4 miles east on 150th, ¾ north on Falcon. (Follow these directions and not GPS directions.) For more info, call (620) 386-0709.
Please submit any items for the 2014 Zion Annual Report to Allie via email at <alliemawhiney@hotmail.com> by Mon., Dec. 22.
All are invited to Christmas Party at Wheat State Manor on Mon., Dec. 22 at 7 p.m., featuring a message, singing, Santa, presents, good food and fellowship!

Mennonite Disaster Service – Kansas Unit is soliciting funding or donation in kind to replace at least one of their two vans (both of which are approaching 200,000 miles), to help continue their ministry. Please see letter posted on bulletin board. (Note: we’ve decided to dedicate our Christmas Eve offering on Dec. 24 toward MDS).

Kansas Mennonite Men’s Chorus is gearing up for its 2015 season! While there’s no registration deadline, you’re encouraged to sign up by Dec. 24 in order that music packets can be delivered prior to rehearsals. See the poster on the bulletin board or talk to Lester Wedel. (In addition to regional concerts, KMMC plans to sing at the MCUSA assembly in Kansas City next summer).
With 4 days remaining until Christmas Day, won’t you consider a gift that might help us reach our goal of $40,000 by Christmas Day? (As of Dec. 17, we’ve reached $28,155… thank you!) Donations can be sent to: Harvey County Homeless Shelter, PO Box 978, Newton, KS  67114.
All current/new members of Zion boards will meet at 6 p.m. on Wed., Jan. 7, 2015 (unless your commissioner indicates otherwise), to organize and plan for the upcoming year.

AMBS-Kansas Center will partner with KIPCOR to host a course entitled Conflict, Communication, and Conciliation on Jan. 6-9. This course, led by Kirsten Zerger and Gary Flory, will prepare students to navigate interpersonal conflict more fruitfully through a focus on conflict analysis, personal style in conflict, communication skills, conciliation and conflict transformation, and developing spiritual foundations for working with conflict. For more info, please see www.ambs.edu/kansascenter.

The Outreach Board is sponsoring a game night at Zion on Sun, Jan. 11 at 6 p.m. All are invited to bring leftover Christmas goodies (assuming there are any!), friends, and favorite games. 
Combine faith with your career! Serve for a year with Mennonite Voluntary Service, joining a talented team making a positive impact across the U.S.  Go to: MennoniteMission.net/Serve.
Gilberto Flores, Western District Conference Associate Conference Minister, will retire on Jan. 31, 2015.  Everyone is invited to wish him well at a farewell on Sun., Jan. 18 at 5 p.m. at First Menn. Ch. (Newton). Faspa will be served. (Howard Garver has been announced as the new Associate Conference Minister for Texas and Director of Church Planting, beginning Jan. 1, 2015).
Rural Ministry Seminar: The Mission of a Rural Congregation: Western District Conference and AMBS-Kansas Center will host a Rural Ministry Seminar on Sat., Jan. 24, 2015 from 8–noon at Whitestone Menn. Ch. (Hesston). S. Roy Kaufman will lead, exploring the unique mission of the church in a rural context; the seminar will include lecture, case studies, discussion groups, and a catered lunch. Cost is $39 per individual and $100 per congregation to bring an unlimited number of congregation members (Please let Pastor Ray know if you have interest, to determine if we submit congregational registration). A one-hour AMBS seminary course will be held in conjunction with the seminar. Contact kccoordinator@ambs.edu for more information.
Prairie View, Inc., will host an Adventure with Youth at Risk workshop on Feb. 9–11, designed for adults who work with youth at risk in schools, treatment centers, detention centers and other specialized programs, but adults who encounter youth in other settings are also welcome. Graduate credit and CEUs are available.  To register, phone (800) 468-8898 or e-mail registration@pa.org. For more info, see www.pa.org/foundational-workshops/adventure-with-youth-at-risk, or phone (316) 284-6364.
This coming year’s Anabaptist Vision and Discipleship Series (AVDS), Feb. 13–15, on the Hesston (Kan.) College campus will feature internationally known voice for peace, Pace e Bene staff member and 2008 Nobel Peace Prize nominee Father John Dear. For more info or to register, call (620) 327-8109.

Extra coats, jackets, sweaters? Consider sharing them with the refugees coming to Wichita from warmer places. Many arrive with only sandals, and no coats. Warm socks would also be appreciated. Annette (316-799-2327 or annvoth@gmail.com) will be happy to collect and transport to the IRC (International Rescue Committee). 
