The Tabor Menn. Ch. Youth Fellowship will share their annual living nativity, Night in the Barn, on Dec. 20 and 21 from 6–8 p.m. Directions from Goessel: 3 miles north on Hwy 15, 4 miles east on 150th, ¾ north on Falcon. (Don’t use GPS directions.) For more info, call (620) 386-0709.
Lisa Weaver, author of the new book Swords to Plowshares: The Creation of John P. Klassen’s Mennonite Central Committee Medallion, will present a program, including slides of Klassen’s artwork, a historical framework for the story and her process of creating this picture book for all ages on Sun., Dec. 21 at 3:30 p.m. in the Kauffman Museum auditorium. The book will be for sale, with the author signing copies. Call (316) 283-1612 for more info.
Plans are underway to promote Angel Tree gifts in support of the children’s unit at Prairie View (and perhaps more) this Christmas season. You’re invited to participate as individuals, families, small groups, etc. We’ll share the “request slips” when they’re received. 
Please submit any items for the 2014 Zion Annual Report to Allie via email at <alliemawhiney@hotmail.com> by Sun., Dec. 22.
Mennonite Disaster Service – Kansas Unit is soliciting funding or donation in kind to replace at least one of their two vans (both of which are approaching 200,000 miles), to help continue their ministry. Please see letter posted on bulletin board. (Note: we’ve decided to dedicate our Christmas Eve offering toward MDS).
Pray This Week for…

• Alden Entz, recovering from knee replacement surgery last Tue.
• God’s blessing on the Western District Conference Church Planters Retreat this coming Fri. (Dec. 12) and the Church Planting Dreamers Advance this coming Sat. (Dec 13).
• the transition government in Burkina Faso after violent demonstrations forced Blaise Compaoré to relinquish presidential power. Anne Garber Kompaoré of Mennonite Mission Network, requests us to pray “that the Lord will lead to a wide consensus for a person full of integrity and wisdom and courage to lead the country to elections next year.”
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December 7, 2014: The Second Sunday of Advent
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Worship at 10:45 a.m.

Gathering Song
“Comfort, comfort O my people”
HWB #176
Welcome, Introductions, Announcements


Prelude



Call to Worship


Leader: Come, let us worship in faith the God who is here and desires our worship. [pause] Redeeming God, work in our hearts so that we, your people, would share in your peace.

All: Oh, that you would reveal your peace to us, O Lord.

L:
The paths of our world are not straight; 


the ditches are littered with our friends.


People: Still, we listen for the voice in the wilderness, “Prepare a way for the Lord.”

L:
Behold, our God is coming.

P:
God speaks peace into our noisy world.

All: “Comfort, comfort, my people,” says our God.
Hymn
“Wild and lone the prophet’s voice”
SS #8
Prayer of Confession (beginning with a minute of silence in darkness)

Leader: Today, in this safe but dark and holy place we become aware of your presence, God. We look inward at wrongs we have done against others in our family, our neighborhood, our workplaces, and our churches. Sometimes we were paying back, sometimes just being mean, and sometimes we didn’t realize the wrong we were doing.

People: We desire John’s baptism of repentance, confessing our sins.

L:
We ask you, Lord, to take our sin, including our inward secrets, and make us new.

P:
Forgive us our trespasses.

All: Restore our peace, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved.
Song
“Hope is a candle”
SS #15, vss. 1-2

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Lara Scott
Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 40:1-11
Children’s Time

Rosie Epp
New Testament Reading

Mark 1:1-8
Sermon
“Highways, byways, and crossways”
Ray Reimer
Response Hymn
“Peace before us”
SS #16
Offering
Local Fund

Offertory


Sharing Celebrations and Concerns

Prayer

Rosie Epp
Sending Song
“O God of love, O Power of peace”
HWB #368
Congregational Benediction

SS #126
Postlude

Edna Andres and family, Greeters

Carol Klingenberg, Piano/Organ
Bonnie Brewer, Songleader
Ray Reimer and Rosie Epp, Worship Leaders and Co-Pastors
Last Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Worship attendance: (including 1 visitor) 
81
Offering: Mennonite Central Committee
$811
This Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Youth Advent meal fundraiser
Noon, Today
Congregational meeting for budget & elections
1 p.m., Today
Governing Council meets (following cong. mtg.)
2? p.m., Today
Wheat State Manor Vespers; Overflow class leads
5 p.m., Today
Zion serves at Harvey Co. Homeless Shelter
Mon.

Mid-week programming @ Zion
6–9 p.m., Wed.

Meal / dessert preparation: Sharon Wedel
This Wed.

Greeters: Daryl Regier and Annette Voth
Next Sun.
Musicians: Kristyn / Margaret / Edna 
Next Sun.
Offering: Zion Scholarship Fund
Next Sun.
Calendar of Upcoming Zion Events

Christmas Open House @ parsonage
4-6 p.m., Dec. 14
No Wed. meal or Bible study; Christmas Eve practice
7 p.m., Dec. 17
Material for 2014 Zion Annual Report due
Dec. 22

Wheat State Manor community Christmas program
7 p.m., Dec. 22
Zion Christmas Eve service (offering: MDS)
7 p.m., Dec. 24
Congregational meeting for reports & projects
7 p.m., Jan. 7, 2015

Governing Council meets (following cong. mtg.)
8? p.m., Jan. 7

Epiphany communion observance
10:45 a.m., Jan. 11

Deacons meet
7 p.m., Jan. 13

Other Events and Announcements

Pastors Ray and Rosie’s Schedules: One of them is at the church office most weekday mornings by about 9 a.m., Ray on Mon., Thur., and Fri., Rosie on Tue. and Wed. (she’s at IRC on Mon. and Thur.). 
Ten Thousand Villages will have a Festival Sale on various days from Nov. 20–Dec. 7 in the back of the Prairie Harvest store (Newton) with proceeds going to Mennonite Central Committee. See bulletin board for specific dates/times. 

The Bethel College Alumni Choir will give its inaugural concert—a selection of secular and seasonal songs—this afternoon (Sun., Dec. 7) at 3 p.m. at Trinity Heights Un. Methodist Ch.  Guest instrumentalists are Evan Koch and Braden Unruh, trumpets, and Rachel Unruh and Grace Bradfield, violins; Andrew Voth directs.
Emmaus Church invites all to an evening of Christmas music on Sun., Dec. 7, at 7:00 p.m. “Sing We Now of Christmas” is a program of music geared to help us usher in the Christmas season through music. All are invited to refreshments after the program.
All are invited to a retirement reception for Pastor James Dunn on Sun., Dec. 7, from 2-4 p.m. at the Burrton (KS) Menn. Ch.

All are invited to enjoy favorite Christmas carols and melodies as the McPherson Community Brass Choir under the direction of Jerry Toews performs at the Alexanderwohl Menn. Ch. (rural Goessel) on Sun., Dec. 7 at 5 p.m. 

Lighting of the Green at Bethel College, Sun., Dec. 7, at 8 p.m. on the Green; refreshments follow in the cafeteria.

You’re invited to a Christmas Open House on Tue., Dec. 9 from 4-6 p.m. at the MCC Center in N. Newton. Meet the staffers, visit with MCC alumni and at 4:30 p.m. hear a reflection from Carol Duerksen about her recent MCC Learning Tour to Palestine/Israel. We’ll also have lots of Christmas goodies for you to enjoy!

You are cordially invited not to join the Holiday Gala Non-Event benefitting the Harvey Co. Homeless Shelter not to be held on Fri., Dec. 12. Instead, stay home and enjoy the busy holiday season with your family! But please send donations to the Homeless Shelter at P.O. Box 978, Newton, KS  67114 or @ https://www.egive-usa.com/account/api/makeagift/14445/ Details on bulletin board.
All interested in supporting and engaging in church planting are invited to a retreat on Sat., Dec. 13 at Cross Wind Conf. Center (Hesston). Details and registration at: http://mennowdc.org/church-planting-advance-december-13-2014/
Lupe Magdaleno from Sunflower Community Action will present an update on the current status of immigration policy in the U.S., Kansas, and Wichita on Sun., Dec. 14, 3-5 p.m. at Mennonite Church of the Servant, 2401 N Woodland (23rd & Woodland), Wichita KS. The afternoon will begin with a prayer service for immigrants and conclude with a light meal. Free and open to the public. Among the event sponsors are Mennonite Church of the Servant and Iglesia Menonita Aposento Alto, both in Wichita, KS.
Pastors Ray and Rosie invite you to enjoy some goodies and warm fellowship at a Christmas Open House at the parsonage on Sun., Dec. 14; drop by anytime between 4–6 p.m.!
