Rural Ministry Seminar: The Mission of a Rural Congregation: Western District Conference and AMBS-Kansas Center will host a Rural Ministry Seminar on Sat., Jan. 24, 2015 from 8–noon at Whitestone Menn. Ch. (Hesston). S. Roy Kaufman will lead, exploring the unique mission of the church in a rural context; the seminar will include lecture, case studies, discussion groups, and a catered lunch. Cost is $39 per individual and $100 per congregation to bring an unlimited number of congregation members (Please let Pastor Ray know if you have interest, to determine if we submit congregational registration). A one-hour AMBS seminary course will be held in conjunction with the seminar. Contact kccoordinator@ambs.edu for more information.

Thank You…

…to those who sewed bags, donated items and helped pack the 63 school kits and 6 hygiene kits that were taken to MCC last Sunday. There are still bags left that could be filled.

Updated Contact Information…

Jeremy and Stephanie Entz, new e-mail: 
<entzjs@gmail.com>
Camp Mennoscah, new e-mail: 

<office@campmennoscah.org>
Pray This Week for…

• our Western District Conference representatives – Clarence Rempel, Conference Minister, Richard Gehring, WDC Moderator, and Byron Pellecer, Church Planter – meeting with the Constituency Leaders Council of Mennonite Church USA in Chicago, Oct. 6-8. Discernment regarding the future shape of Mennonite Church USA and potential decisions for Kansas City 2015 will be the focus of this gathering.
• David and Rebekka Stutzman, who work with the Bammental Menn. Ch. and the South German Menn. Conference in Germany, and are anticipating the arrival of their third child. Pray for them as they adjust ministry roles to welcome the new baby. The Stutzmans serve through Mennonite Mission Network and Virginia Mennonite Missions.

Zion Mennonite Church
P.O. Box 68, Elbing, KS  67041
(316) 799-2071
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October 5, 2014: Worldwide Communion Sunday
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Worship at 10:45 a.m.

Gathering Song
“How good a thing it is”
HWB #310
Welcome, Introductions, Announcements


Prelude



Call to Worship
From Words for Worship 2, #16

Leader: We gather as many individuals,

People: yet we are one body.

L:
We come from many places,

P:
yet we come to one place.

L:
We gather as God’s many children,

P:
yet we are one church.

All: We are one body, in this place, as God’s church. Alleluia!
Prayer

Hymn
“Help us to help each other”
HWB #362
Children’s Time

Ann Schowengerdt
Scripture

Micah 4: 1-4
Sermon
“Coming together in service and worship”
Ray Reimer
Response Hymn
“Come to me, come to us”
SS #60
Offering
Local Fund

Offertory


Sharing Celebrations and Concerns

Prayer

Rosie Epp
Communion


Prayer of Confession

SS #172


Invitation and Prayer


Words of Institution


Sharing Supper with the Lord… and Each Other



Communion will be at stations, using bread from various cultures; break off a piece of bread and dip it into the cup

Unison Prayer of Blessing

HWB #789
Sending Song
“Blessed be the tie that binds”
HWB #421
Benediction and Postlude

Russell & June Entz, Greeters
Ann Schowengerdt, Worship Leader

Lindsay Lightner, Piano/Organ
Annette Voth, Songleader
Ray Reimer & Rosie Epp, Co-Pastors
(316) 799-1200

Last Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Worship attendance: (including no visitors) 
36
Offering: Mennonite Central Committee – Meat Canning
$1,690
This Week at Zion Mennonite Church

Food & Thought, hosted by S&K Saner @ church
Noon, Today
Deacons meet
7 p.m., Tue.

Mid-week programming resumes @ Zion
6–9 p.m., Wed.


Meal
6 p.m.

Children’s Activities
6:45 p.m.

Adult Bible Study / Youth Group
7 p.m.


Adult Choir
8 p.m.

Mowing at Church: Matt Wedel
Before next Sun.
Greeters: Lillian Wedel & Elda Hiebert
Next Sun.

Musicians: Margaret / The Nine / Edna
Next Sun.

Offering: MCC (please see separate announcement)
Next Sun.
Calendar of Upcoming Zion Events

Governing Council meets
7 p.m., Oct. 13

Bethel College Fall Fest
Oct. 16-19

Women in Mission meet
1–4 p.m., Oct. 21

Soup lunch/baby shower for Kristy & Josh
Noon, Nov. 2
Harvest Mission Festival
Nov. 9

Spiritual Life Board meets
6 p.m., Nov. 12
WDC Reference Council@Eden Menn. Ch.
9 a.m.–3 p.m., Nov. 15

Other Events and Announcements

Pastors Ray and Rosie’s Schedules: One of them is at the church office most weekday mornings by about 9 a.m., Ray on Mon., Thur., and Fri., Rosie on Tue. and Wed. (she’s at IRC on Mon., Thur., and some Fri.). This afternoon the pastors and deacons will be sharing communion with those who are homebound and in care facilities. Rosie may attend the Newton Ministerial Alliance Wed. noon. Ray will be leading Wed. evening sessions at First Menn. Ch. (Hutchinson) for the next month, while Rosie leads them here. Rosie (and perhaps Ray) plan to be in NE Thur. evening thru Fri., visiting Rosie’s mother, and brother and sister-in-law from Canada.
If you’ve not filled out and returned a “2014 Gift and Talent Discernment” inventory yet, please do so as soon as possible, placing it in the box under the mailboxes. 
An MCC exhibit on migration is at Zion today. This 12-panel exhibit tells the stories of several migrants as they traveled from one place to another. The content and images are meant to bring out the human stories of migration, raise awareness about why people leave their homes, and encourage further learning and advocacy.
Boards Out! Camp Mennoscah will be removing the dam from the Ninnescah River on Sun., Oct. 5, at approximately 2 p.m. Spectators and volunteers welcome!
The Gospel Echoes Team Annual Kansas Banquet will be at 6:30 p.m. on Tue., Oct. 7 at Journey @ Yoder; see poster on bulletin board for details. Complimentary tickets required.
Women’s Ministries of Palmyra Baptist Ch. (rural Benton) invite the women of Zion to their Annual Guest Tea on Wed., Oct. 8 at 1:30 p.m.  Ross Janssen, meteorologist for KWCH-TV (Ch. 12) will be the guest speaker.

Update regarding Ebola

from our mission partners, Wes and Deb Bergen 
serving in Ghana, West Africa
“We are troubled but we do not despair, we grieve but we are not without great hope.” I just keep repeating those words as we try to balance encouragement for education, dispel fear, make plans amidst uncertainty, and—the most difficult—walk with those affected by this epidemic. There are many other missionaries in Accra area that have worked in Liberia, Guinea and Sierra Leone (several of my closer friends here are missionary kids from there). Our grief has names. So in participation with my work, I forward the request on <PrayToEndEbola.org>, specifically for this weekend, but Lord knows there’ll be more time. To be clear, Wes and I are in no discernible risk.

 I don't know if it’s possible to grasp how a huge chunk of geography might have 3/4 of its population infected by this virus. And that this happens to survivors who have persisted in trying to rebuild after civil wars that made extinction areas more imaginable—only the heart of God can hold such grief.

Only in the last few days is the number of fatalities approaching the number lost in this region to cholera or malaria. But the exponential growth of Ebola on all the best of human motives will soon touch most of the globe in some way—by more medical staff lost, resources lost, fear in crowded places like India, expensive resources available but consumed in wealthier places. 

 

We are troubled—but we do not despair, we grieve but we are not without great hope, because the church has been through plagues and chaos before, because God walks with the suffering.
(Brady Peters of Mennonite Mission Network added the additional information: Wes and Deb are not at risk in the city they live and work in, but would still appreciate prayer for physical, spiritual, economic, and systemic healing in areas that are affected by Ebola today.)
The Deacons have chosen to assign the upcoming open offering on Sun., Oct 12 to Mennonite Central Committee, splitting it between two projects which address refugees in Syria, and immigrant children at the southern US border. An MWR article describing the latter project is posted on the bulletin board. 

Bethel College Fall Festival begins Thur., Oct. 16, with Taste of Newton downtown. Several events continue on Fri., Oct. 17, including: special social work symposium honoring the program’s 40th anniversary, 1 p.m. @ Bethel College Menn. Ch. basement; 8th annual STEM Symposium, honoring psychology, 1 p.m. @ Krehbiel Auditorium; and opening night for Man of La Mancha, 7:30 p.m. @ Krehbiel Auditorium (ticket purchase required). See www.bethelks.edu/fallfest.
It’s not New Years yet, but we’re going to eat like it was! Sign up now on the bulletin board to help make (mix, fry, sugar/pack) New Year’s Cookies at Bethel College’s Fall Fest, from 6:15 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Sat., Oct. 18.
Bethel College Fall Festival is coming soon. Most events are on Sat., Oct 18, on campus, including the biennial Schweitzer dialect program; and the Flannelbacks (Bethel students bluegrass band) in the Entertainment Tent. See www.bethelks.edu/fallfest. In addition, the Bethel College Academy of Performing Arts is sponsoring “Dart for Art,” a 2-mile fun run starting at 9:30 a.m. in Thresher Stadium. Register at BCAPA, at Mojo’s Coffee Shop, or on-site the morning of the run; fees increase after Oct. 10. Call (316) 283-4902 or e-mail bcapa@bethelks.edu. All proceeds from the “Dart for Art” go to support arts education through BCAPA.
MCC-Central States invites you to join us in collecting personal hygiene items for young girls (ages 10-17) at the Secure Unit at Youthville in Newton (a nonprofit faith-based agency committed to developing innovative programs that inspire change). Items needed: lotion, shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste, tampons, socks (crew or no-show), slippers, deodorant, hairspray, mousse, pony tail holders, combs and brushes. Questions?  Call (316) 283-2720.
The Bethel College Women’s Association Market on the Green Committee is asking for donations of ethnic foods, poppy seed rolls, zwiebach, homemade noodles, pies, and other baked goods and home grown produce for the Bethel College Fall Festival on Sat., Oct. 18. Please bring your items to the large tent on the north side of the Green anytime Sat. morning after 7:30 a.m. Also, NEW this year will be a large canvas tote with the Bethel logo embroidered on it, and a NEW jewelry item of a Bethel College icon. The A BC ABC Book, (a limerick book of Bethel life and lore), anniversary picnic baskets and anniversary T-shirts, stadium seats, cookbooks, Lithuanian candle house replicas of Goerz House and the CD “Nights of Wonder”, which features music selections from previous BC Christmas Fests will also be available for sale. Come check out the delicious food items and start your Christmas shopping early with the many gift items!
A bridal shower will be held for Julie Wedel on Sun., Oct. 19 at 3 p.m. in the church basement. All women/girls of the church are invited to attend. Julie and Tim are registered at Bed, Bath and Beyond and Target.
Zion women that would like to have a prayer sister for the new year are invited to sign up on the bulletin board by Oct. 26.
Bethel College will host Walter Sawatsky for the 2014 Menno Simons lectures on Oct. 26-28. Sawatsky is professor emeritus of church history and mission at Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary. He will be speaking on “Going Global with God in the Third Millennium: Why Telling the Story from a Global Perspective Matters.” Please see flyer on bulletin board for details.
Camp Mennoscah still has openings for the Fall Scrapbooking Retreats on Oct. 31-Nov. 2 and Nov. 14-16. Registration forms may be found at www.campmennoscah.org under Retreats.
Come celebrate the upcoming arrival of Baby Andres at a lunch/shower on Sun., Nov. 2, at noon. A soup luncheon will be provided in the basement of Zion Menn. Ch. Josh, Kristy, and Baby are registered at Target and Wal-Mart. If you wish to help with food, please see Bonnie Brewer or June Entz.
Zion’s Harvest Mission Festival will occur Sun., Nov. 9. Rather than invite an “outside speaker,” we’ll have a homegrown Mission Festival this year, with the full spectrum of Zion attenders featured in the wide range of local service and mission activities in which we’re involved outside of our church walls. So if you’re involved in such a venture, gather some promotional material from the organization, sketch a poster, invent a fun learning activity, invite a staff or board member if you must (though we’d just as soon have our own members featured), round up a card table… and plan to share informally with your fellow church members about your enthusiasm for outreach and service during this Festival of Booths. As usual, we’ll continue the same theme during our worship that day, and close with a meal. Watch for more details upcoming!

The Western District Reference Council will meet on Sat., Nov. 15, at Eden Menn. Ch. (rural Moundridge). The WDC Discernment Task Force will report the results of the recent WDC Survey regarding authority, polity and sexuality. Further discernment will focus on polity—the relationships of congregational, conference, and denominational authority. This Reference Council is open to members and participants of WDC congregations in addition to WDC commissions and committees and pastors. Congregational delegates are particularly encouraged to attend. Register online at http://mennowdc.org/wdc-reference-council/ or at (316) 283-6300.
You are cordially invited not to join the Holiday Gala Non-Event benefitting the Harvey Co. Homeless Shelter not to be held on Fri., Dec. 12. Instead, stay home and enjoy the busy holiday season with your family! But please send donations to the Homeless Shelter at P.O. Box 978, Newton, KS  67114 or @ https://www.egive-usa.com/account/api/makeagift/14445/ Details on bulletin board.
The Zion Gifts Discernment Committee is looking for five delegates for Western District Conference, which will be held in the fall of 2015. The delegates are being sought early so they can attend meetings that are being planned for this fall and next spring in preparation for the conference. If you are interested, please contact any of the following: Russell Entz, Ted Regier, Keith Wiebe, Margaret Brewer or Jana Wedel.
